
Page 1 

MATTER 1 

Copies of bye-laws referred to by the North Essex Authorities in the Matter 1 
examination session 

During the Matter 1 examination session the North Essex Authorities (NEA) referred to the 
inclusion within the Essex Coast RAMS mitigation package of two water rangers, and the 
expectation that the RAMS Water Rangers could have a similar role to the current Maldon 
Water Bailiff whose role is to enforce bylaws on the Blackwater and Colne estuaries.   

The NEA made reference to specific byelaws which are currently in force in Maldon District 
Council (and in the case of speed restrictions also in Colchester Borough Council).  The 
Inspector requested that copies of the bye-laws referred to. 

The NEA referred to byelaws which provide for the following: 

1. Restriction on the speed of pleasure boats in tidal waters of the River

Blackwater and the requirement for pleasure boats to use silencers – see

Annexes 1 and 2

2. Restriction on the digging for rag worms or any form of fishing bait within

parts of the River Blackwater– See Annex 3

3. Restriction on the riding of horses on specified footpaths near and adjacent to

the beach– See Annex 4

The byelaws provide a useful example of controls which can be imposed via byelaws.  As 
stated at the Matter 1 hearing session, Maldon District Council officers have suggested that 
these byelaws would benefit from a review to reflect current usage of the river.   
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