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This basic impact assessment is an initial screening process to help identify if a full Equality Impact Assessment is required and, if it isn’t, to record the reasons why. 
It considers positive, negative or no impact on each of the 9 protected characteristics in relation to addressing the 3 aims of the Equality Duty that we as a public body must give due regard to;
· Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other conduct prohibited by the Act.
· Advance equality of opportunity between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.
· Foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.Sustainable Development

Directorate 
Service Development Management

Title of policy, strategy, project or service Planning Application – 21/03579/OUT – Land South West of Coggeshall Road Kelvedon - Outline planning application (with all matters reserved apart from access) for up to 600 dwellings, including up to 75 units sheltered housing accommodation, early years and childcare provision, and provision of public open space including associated landscape planting with associated infrastructure, drainage measures, earthworks and provision of new footpath/cycleway route towards Coggeshall.






Is the policy, strategy, project or service;
      Existing                  New/proposed               Changed/Reviewed    X


Q 1. Aim of the policy, strategy, project or service
A planning application for the above development was submitted to the District Council. As the local planning authority, the Council has a statutory duty to determine the application. The proposed development has been subject to public consultation, allowing any interested parties the opportunity to comment. The application must be determined with reference to local and national planning policies.  







Q 2. Who is this policy, strategy, project or service going to benefit or have a detrimental impact 
         on & how? The development proposed in the application would see the development of up to 600 new homes, of which 40% will be provided as Affordable Housing; the provision of an Early Years & Childcare Facility; allotments; equipped plays areas; public open space, and new pedestrian /cyclepaths. The development would be of benefit to the people who would live there, including people in need of Affordable Housing. Elements of the scheme (e.g. allotments, early years & Childcare facility, public open space, pedestrian / cyclepaths) would be beneficial to local residents.
The development would result in the loss of open countryside which is currently enjoyed by local residents, and the additional residents who would live in the new homes would increase demand for services and infrastructure used by the whole community, including community buildings, healthcare, school places, sports facilities, water supply and foul water recycling, as well increased traffic on roads. Appropriate mitigation will be required as part of any planning permission.     
















Q3. Is this policy, strategy, project or service aimed at one of the protected characteristics?
        If so, what justification is there for this? 

No.







Q 4. Thinking about each of the protected characteristics does or could the policy, strategy,
        project or service have a negative or positive impact?

	Group
	Negative
	Positive/
No impact
	Unclear

	Age
	
	√
	

	Disability
	
	√
	

	Gender reassignment
	
	√
	

	Marriage & civil partnership (only in respect of eliminating unlawful discrimination).
	
	√
	

	Pregnancy & maternity
	
	√
	

	Race
	
	√
	

	Religion or belief
	
	√
	

	Sex
	
	√
	

	Sexual orientation 
	
	√
	


If the answer for any group is ‘negative’ or ‘unclear’ do a full EIA
Q5. Thinking about each of the protected characteristics does or could the policy, strategy, 
         project or service help to support the 3 aims of the Equality Duty?

	Group
	Yes
	No
	Unclear

	Age
	√
	
	

	Disability
	√
	
	

	Gender reassignment
	√
	
	

	Marriage & civil partnership (only in respect of eliminating unlawful discrimination).
	√
	
	

	Pregnancy & maternity
	√
	
	

	Race
	√
	
	

	Religion or belief
	√
	
	

	Sex
	√
	
	

	Sexual orientation 
	√
	
	


If the answer for any group is ‘no’ do a full EIA
Q 6. What evidence has been used (e.g. data, feedback, consultation & engagement, surveys) that may influence the policy, strategy, project or service? 

	Group
	Evidence

	Age
	Made available for public consultation

	Disability
	Made available for public consultation

	Gender reassignment
	Made available for public consultation

	Pregnancy & maternity
	Made available for public consultation

	Race
	Made available for public consultation

	Religion or belief
	Made available for public consultation

	Sex
	Made available for public consultation

	Sexual orientation 
	Made available for public consultation



Q 7.  Using the responses to questions 4 & 5 should a full EIA be carried out on this 
         policy, strategy, project or service? 
       
        Yes                           No            X


         Provide your reasons for your response showing how you have considered due regardThrough the completion of this template, and consideration of the planning application no negative impacts on any of the protected characteristics have been identified. One local resident was concerned that the application proposed Sheltered Housing and that this would be inappropriate as the older people who would be living in that accommodation would not be able to access day to day facilities and services. However, it is not considered that this aspect of the proposed development would have a negative impact on this characteristic. The application site as a whole is considered to be well related to the village and key services. As this is an outline planning application the location of Sheltered Housing accommodation is not being determined as part of this application. When Reserved Matters applications are considered the location of the Sheltered Housing will be considered in detail and can consider this issue further.  







Continued … In addition to providing pedestrian routes to the village the development will also be served by a new / improved bus service, which will provide a further option for older members of the population to access services. No other groups with protected characteristics have been identified through the consideration of the application as being adversely affected.
                       
Neil Jones

Completed by (Print name): 				
                                                         Signature :       Neil Jones
Sarah Ashton

Approved by Head of Service (print name): [image: ]

                                                         Signature :
                                                                   Date:
23/10/2026
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