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Community Tree Planting Grant
Application form 2026




Please refer to the guidance notes before completing this form. Applications will be assessed against biodiversity, climate resilience, community benefit, deliverability and long-term maintenance criteria.

Applications must be submitted no later than 12:00 PM Friday 3rd October 2026

You can complete this Word version of the form and email with your supplementary documents) to :  [insert email address]. Alternatively, apply directly online [insert hyperlink to online application]
	Section 1: About your organisation

	
Applicant organisation name 
	

	
Lead contact name
	

	
Contact email address
	

	
Contact telephone number 
	

	
Postal address



	

	
Please confirm the type of organisation








	                                                                      Tick
Charity

Community Organisation with a constitution 

Social Enterprise / CIC

Faith Based Organisation

Parish / Town Council 

Education Establishment

Other (Please specify)


	
Charity registration number (where applicable) 

	

	
Does your organisation have its own bank account? 

	

	
Does your organisation hold Public Liability Insurance?

	
Yes/No

	
Brief Description of your organisation and its aims (max 300 words)

	



	Section 2: About the project 

	
Project Title

	

	
Brief Project Summary (max 750 words)

	





	
Proposed Project Start Date

	

	 
Proposed Project Completion Date

	

	
Estimated Total Project Cost (£)

	

	
Total Amount of Funding Requested (£)

	

	
Will match funding or in-kind contributions be provided?

	
Yes/No

	
If yes, please describe the contribution and value

	

	Is this a new project or part of an existing initiative?

	

	
Why is this project needed?  Please include any consultation, community feedback or evidence supporting the proposal 

	

	



	

	Section Three: Location & Site Information

	
Planting Location(s) (address, postcode and description/ what 3 words)

	

	
Please attach maps, sketches or site plans showing proposed planting areas

	Upload

	
Description of available planting space (size in M2 or hectares if known)

	

	
Current land use (e.g. grassland, verge, park, school grounds, brownfield site)

	

	
Is the site publicly accessible?

	
Fully Accessible / Partially Accessible / Not Accessible


	
Will the site remain publicly accessible following planting?

	
Yes / No

	
Does the site lie within a recognised Green Infrastructure, Green Corridor or Wildlife Corridor?

	

                 Yes / No / Unsure

	
If yes, please provide details

	

	
Are there any environmental designations affecting the site?

	

	



	

	Section 4: Land Ownership and Permissions

	
Who owns the land? 

	

	
Do you/ your organisation own or lease the land? 

	

	
If leased, please provide lease details and remaining term

	

	
Do you have permission to plant trees on this land?

	
Yes / No

	
Please provide evidence of landowner permission (required where applicable) 

	
Upload

	
Are there any restrictions affecting planting (e.g. utilities, easements, covenants, wayleaves, planning restrictions or underground service)? 

	

Yes / No

	
If yes, please provide details

	

	
Is planning permission or any statutory consent required?

	
Yes / No

	
If yes, please provide details and current status

	

	
	

	Section 5: Tree and Bulb Planting Proposal

	
Number of trees proposed

	

	
Proposed tree species (please include common and Latin names where possible) 

	

	
Will fruit trees be included?

	
Yes / No

	
If yes, please provide details

	

	
From where will trees be sourced (e.g. local nurseries, specialist suppliers)

	

	
Tree sizes at planting (e.g. whip, feathered, standard, semi-mature)

	

	
Proposed planting density and spacing

	

	
Estimated canopy cover after 10 years

	

	
Rationale for species selection for this site (e.g. biodiversity, flood resilience, climate resilience, food production, landscape enhancement)

	

	
Describe how planting will be undertaken, including methodology 

	


	What materials will be required to establish and support healthy tree growth?

	

	
Do you intend to include bulb planting with your project

(Bulb planting should only account for up to 10% of the total project value)

	
Yes / No

	
If yes, what species of bulbs do you intend to plant (please include common and Latin names where possible) 

	

	
Approximate number of bulbs that you intend to plant

	

	
Rationale for species selection (e.g. biodiversity, climate resilience, landscape enhancement)

	

	

	

	
	

	Section 6: Environmental and Community Benefits

	
Biodiversity Benefits: Please explain how the project will enhance biodiversity, create habitat, support wildlife or improve ecological connectivity


	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):




	
Climate Resilience Benefits: Please explain how the project will contribute towards climate resilience including:
· Carbon sequestration
· Urban cooling and shade
· Air quality improvements
· Flood mitigation
· Surface water management


	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):






	Community Benefits: Please explain how the project will benefit local communities.

Examples include:
· Health and wellbeing
· Community pride
· Educational opportunities
· Food production
· Increased access to nature
· Community cohesion

	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):





	
Will the project involve community participation? 

	
Yes / No

	If yes, please describe : 
· Volunteer involvement
· Community planting events
· School or youth groups
· Local businesses
· Community organisations

	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):







	Please indicate which outcome your project supports: 

☐  Urban Greening  ☐  Habitat Connectivity  ☐ Pollinator Support ☐ Blue-Green Infrastructure

☐ Food Production ☐ Educational use ☐ Climate Change Adaptation ☐ Carbon Reduction

☐ Community Wellbeing  ☐  Other (Please specify) 




	Section 7: Maintenance and Long-Term Care

	Watering Plan
Please provide details of your watering plan, particularly during the first three years after planting.

	Response:


	Ongoing Maintenance Plan
Please describe how the tree(s) will be maintained including (if required) 


Weeding, mulching, tree guards and stakes, inspection regime, pest and disease management 

	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):



	
Please tell us who will be responsible for long-term maintenance  
	

	
How will maintenance activities be funded after the grant period? 
	

	
What arrangements are in place to ensure the trees remain healthy and protected?


	



	Section 8 Project Delivery and Risk Management

	
Who will deliver the planting project?

	
Internal Team / Contractor / Volunteer-Led / Combination

	
Will volunteers be involved in delivery? 

	
Yes / No

	Would you be willing to host a photographed planting event involving a representative of the Council	Comment by Friederike Walter: Can we add if they would be happy to allow us to use their images on our social media and share the project. 

	
Yes / No


	Would you be happy to allow use of images on social media, case studies and sharing of the project?	Comment by Friederike Walter: Can we add if they would be happy to allow us to use their images on our social media and share the project. 
	
Yes / No

	
Are Risk Assessments in place for planting Activities? 

(A Tree Planting Risk Assessment Template is provided as Appendix D)

	
Yes / No

	Key Risks and Mitigations

	Risk
	Mitigation measure

	Drought
	

	Vandalism
	

	Poor Establishment
	

	Site constraints
	

	Damage from animals
	

	Other identified risks:




	

	
	


	Section 9: Project Budget 

	Cost Breakdown

	
Item
	
Cost (£)

	Trees
	


	Stakes, Guards and ties
	


	Mulch and soil improvements
	

	Costs associated with Planting
	

	Watering and water maintenance
	

	Bulb planting* (no more that 10% of total project cost)
	

	Other Costs
	

	
Total Project Cost
	

	Funding Sources

	
Funding Source
	
Amount (£)

	Grant Requested
	


	Applicant Contribution
	


	Match Funding
	

	Other Funding Sources
	

	
Total Funding
	



	Section 10 : Monitoring and Reporting 

	Success Measures

	Please explain how the success of the project will be measured, what monitoring and reporting will be recorded.	Comment by Helen Damery: Is this question already covered under Sections 2, 5, 6? 

Examples may include:

  Number of trees planted 
  Survival rate after 1, 3 and 5 years 
  Area of habitat improved 
  Volunteer participation 
  Community engagement 
  Carbon sequestration estimates 
  Educational outcomes


	Response (please keep concise; bullet points are acceptable):






	

	Section 11: Additional Information

	
Is your project working with children or vulnerable adults 
	
Yes / No


	If yes, do you have safeguarding polices in place?
	
Yes / No

	Is there any other information you would like the Council to consider as part of this application? 

	Response (max 750 words):









Supporting Document Checklist 
Please submit the following where applicable:-
☐  Site Location Map     ☐ Planting Plan/Layout     ☐ Landowner Permission
☐ Photographs of site    ☐ Insurance Certificate     ☐ Detailed Budget
☐ Tree Species List          ☐ Maintenance Plan         ☐ Risk Assessment
☐ Other Supporting Information


Declaration: I declare that: 
· I have read and understood the Guidance notes.
· [bookmark: _Hlk138330850]The information contained within this application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge
· All necessary permissions will be obtained prior to planting
· Suitable arrangements are in place for establishment and ongoing maintenance of the trees
· Appropriate insurance cover and health and safety measures will be in place
· Monitoring information will be provided to the Council (which may include information and evidence of tree survival rates, photographs, progress updates and information about lessons learned)
· I am authorised to submit this application on behalf of the organisation
	
Signed

	

	On behalf (organisation)
	

	Name (please print)
	

	Position
	

	Date
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