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Call our 
freephone
0808 278 7852 

Mon – Fri 10 am to 4 pm

0808 250 5724 
Mon – Fri 4 pm to 8 pm

Saturday 9 am to 1pm

We’re here to help 
www.bhwcab.org.uk

Need help with a problem?

Worried about your job 
or making ends meet?
It’s a di�  cult time at the moment 
- give us a call and we can help.

54  

Are you concerned about the 
rising cost of living? Perhaps 
you’re confused by bills and 
household costs. A Multiply course 
can help boost your maths skills 
so you are more confi dent when:
• creating a household budget

• fi nding an energy supplier

• understanding and challenging bills

• comparing the price of food and other
 household goods

• deciding between bank accounts

www.essexopportunities.co.uk/multiply

Coping with the cost of living
If you’re in debt and struggling, do not go 
through it alone. There are many debt advice 
and management resources out there who can 
help you fi nd a viable solution such as Citizens 
Advice, StepChange 
and National Debtline.

Are you claiming 
all the benefi ts 
you’re entitled to?
It’s worth checking 
online if you could be 
eligible for any help. 
We have collated lots of information on what 
help is out there here: 

www.braintree.gov.uk/costofl iving

We want to make 
sure that no one 
in our local 
community has to 
go hungry, but we 
need your help to 
make this happen. 
Find out how you 
can help:
www.braintreearea.
foodbank.org.uk/give-help/

Need help?
If you need help from our 
foodbank there are a few 
simple steps to follow. 
Check on the website 
www.braintreearea.
foodbank.org.uk
or phone 01376 330694
or info@braintreearea.
foodbank.org.uk

Supporting our residents 
with the £1 million 
cost of living fund

Find out more: www.braintree.gov.uk/costofl iving

We know the past few years 
have been really tough for 
our residents battling with 
the cost of living crisis. 
We have shared advice 
and information on ways 
to save money and manage 
debt, including our Ease the 
Squeeze booklet and cost 
of living webpage. 

Therefore, when we received 
the £1m New Homes Bonus, 
we knew we needed to invest 
this in supporting Braintree 
District residents through the 
cost of living crisis.

The fund will be spent 
over two years and will 
focus on three objectives:

1 Helping to provide food
 security and access to
 essentials for people 
 across the district including
 rural areas

2 Support community groups
 with their existing incredible
 work to help the most
 vulnerable in our district

3 Support people to access
 leisure activities and sports
 clubs, especially young
 people, to maintain their
 health and wellbeing

We have already provided 
Braintree Area Foodbank, which 
has centres in Braintree, Witham, 
Halstead, Sible Hedingham and 
Great Notley, with £98,951 to 
develop its o� er to Braintree 
district residents and to make 
sure those in most need receive 
the support.
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Why are charges being 
introduced?
Like many local authorities 
up and down the country, 
we are feeling the impact of 
the economic downturn and, 
with less funding from central 
government, budgets are 
under considerable pressure. 
We have had to make some 
di�cult decisions to make 
sure that essential services are 
maintained. Garden waste is a 
discretionary service and we are 
keen to maintain it, however the 
only way this can be achieved 
is to recover the cost of the 
collections.

How much will the 
service cost?
For the first year, the full 
subscription fee for a single 
wheeled bin is £55. However, 
you can take advantage of a 
half-price early bird discount if 
you sign up to the service by 
30 November 2023. This will 
reduce the price to £27.50 for 
13 months (March 2024 to 
March 2025).  
If you already have a green 
bin, you can continue to use 
it when you subscribe. 
For new, replacement or 
additional bins, a £34 one-o� 
charge will apply per bin.
The full subscription fee for 
second and subsequent bins 
in 2024/25 is £27.50 each. 

How will the service 
operate?
Collections will be every 
fortnight throughout the year 
apart from the week before 
and the week after Christmas, 
compared to the current service 
which is suspended for 3 
months over the winter period.

Can all households sign 
up for garden waste 
collections?
If you don’t currently receive 
a garden waste collection you 
may not be able to sign up 
for the service. If you would 
like to check please contact 
recycling@braintree.gov.uk

Will households on 
black sack collections 
be eligible for the garden 
waste subscription 
service?
Good news, yes. If you sign up 
to the service you will need to 
purchase biodegradable sacks 
from us to use for garden waste 
collections. No other type of 
sacks can be accepted.
The price will be £8 per roll of 
20 sacks including delivery and 
collection. Or you can buy them 
for half-price if you sign up by 
30 November 2023 (discount 
applies to max. 4 rolls of sacks).

collection is changing to 
a subscription only service

What can I put in my green garden 
waste bin/biodegradable sacks?

Grass cuttings, shrubs, 
plants, branches, weeds, 
leaves, windfall fruit, cut 
flowers and house plants

YES PLEASE
Plastic, cardboard or 
cans, flower pots, soil/
mud/hardcore/gravel, 
food waste, treated 
wood and pet waste

NO THANKS

FIND OUT MORE and to SIGN up to the service:
www.braintree.gov.uk/gardenwastesubscription

How to sign up
To sign up for the service go 

to www.braintree.gov.uk/
gardenwastesubscription
and complete the required 

form, or you can 
SCAN THE QR CODE

with your phone.

We will be 
charging for 
the collection 
of garden 
waste from 
March 2024
If you wish to continue 
receiving a garden 
waste collection in 
2024/25, you will need 
to opt-in to the new 
subscription service 
and pay the full year’s 
subscription charge.

An early bird

discount 
of 50%

will be in place 
for those who 
sign up before 

30 November 2023

What are the alternatives?

Nationwide70% of councils already charge for garden waste collections, including eight within Essex  

csc@braintree.gov.uk          01376 552525

Compost at home
You could buy a discounted
compost bin from Love
Essex and compost your
garden waste at home. It is
great for the environment,
and will create soil improver
you can use in your garden.
Love Essex also o�ers a free 
online composting course.
www.loveessex.org/
composting

Take it to your
nearest Essex 
County Council’s
Recycling Centre
To find out your nearest
location and to book a slot
visit: www.loveessex.org
There is no charge to take 
garden waste to these 
recycling centres.

If you do not have online 
access, please contact our 

Customer Service Centre to 
pay over the phone or a friend 

or family member can pay 
online on your behalf.

How will the crews 
know I have signed up?
Once you have signed up, in the 
first year you will receive a sticker 
to apply to your green bin to 
show you have subscribed. 
Our crews will also use their 
hand held devices so that they 
know who is eligible to receive 
a collection service.
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Dog Day
In April, over 200 people 
attended the one-o�  ‘Dog Day’ 
on Guithavon Green in Witham. 
Over 50 people signed up to the 
Dog Watch scheme, providing a 
growing network of dog walkers 
and owners to communicate 
with police and report concerns 
such as gra�  ti, drug dealing 
or suspicious activity, nuisance 
vehicles and speeding, antisocial 
behaviour, fl y tipping, dog fouling, 
hare coursing and more.

Spot it Stop It
In July, Witham businesses and 
organisations working with 
children and young people were 
invited to attend free training 
from Braintree District Council 
on the Spot It Stop 
It scheme, which 
provides information 
to spot the signs of 
exploitation and how 
to report it.

Community Safety 
Impact Night
In April, o�  cers from Braintree 
District Council, Essex Police 
and Open Road carried out a 
Community Safety Impact Night 
in Witham. The team spoke to 
people enjoying a night out 
and sta�  at licensed premises 
to gain an understanding of 
their perceptions of safety. 
Free anti-spiking kits were given 
out which included reusable 
glass covers, reusable bottle 
covers and spiking test strips.

Crimestoppers 
Zones
Crimestoppers Zone signs have 
been installed at various locations 
around Witham train station 
and the town centre. 10,000 
Crimestoppers leafl ets have 
been delivered to Witham 
households to promote the 
charity. Essex Police also 
delivered Crimestoppers posters 
to Witham businesses.

In partnership with the 
Police, Fire & Crime 
Commissioner’s O�  ce 
for Essex (PFCC), we 
successfully secured 
£297,202 of Safer 
Streets funding from 
the Home O�  ce with 
an additional £150,506 
match funded by 
various Community 
Safety organisations.

The Safer Streets 
programme is focusing on 
key areas in Witham and 
aims to improve people’s 
perception of safety. 
The programme has a 
primary focus on reducing 
Violence against Women 
and Girls (VAWG), 
neighbourhood crime and 
anti-social behaviour (ASB).

STREETS
SAFER

Here are just some of 
the initiatives we have 
put in place:

Free Self 
Defence Classes
Fusion Lifestyle has been
running free self-defence 
courses at Witham Leisure 
Centre as part of the Safer 
Streets programme aimed 
at women and girls.

Young 
entrepreneur 
secures 
top grant for 
new business 
venture
Shelby Calver, from 
Braintree, opened Clippin 
Gorgeous, a professional 
dog grooming business, 
with the help of a £3,000 
grant from our Young 
Entrepreneur Programme.
The new business in Silver 
End o� ers full grooms, bath 
and blow-dries, nail clipping, 
ultrasonic teeth cleaning as 
well as a general health check. 
The shop also stocks pet 
supplies such as natural dog 
treats and enrichment toys.

Launching a new business is 
challenging and this initiative 
is a way of removing some of 
the barriers which may hinder 
young people from taking 
that initial step. The money 
from this particular grant went 
towards the purchase of dog 
grooming equipment as well 
as paying rental costs for the 
fi rst few months.

Other budding young 
entrepreneurs should visit 
www.braintree.gov.uk/yep
for full details of the fund.

    www.clippingorgeous.co.uk

Janice Gregory, a resident 
from Braintree, opened 
up her home to Ukrainian 
guest Olga back in May 
2022 and has been living 
with her ever since.
They both started attending 
the council’s free monthly 
community meet ups in 2022 for 
sponsors and guests and said 
how benefi cial they have found 
them. English language classes 
have also been provided, run by 
Ukrainian speaking volunteers, 
to support guests to understand 
everyday English language. 

Janice said: “The Ukraine meet 
ups and English classes run by 
Braintree District Council have 
really helped - everyone is able 
to use the opportunity to meet 
and chat. It is a prime example of 
the community support and spirit 
in our area – the guests love the 
meet ups. They bring their own 
Ukrainian dishes to enjoy and 
I like to see Olga happy.”

Olga said: “At the co° ee 
mornings I get to get together 
with many Ukrainian people 
who are friends for life. We 
often meet on all the Ukrainian 
holidays, which we did on 
Ukrainian Independence Day.”

The events, which are running 
until the end of the year, give 
guests and sponsors the 
opportunity to meet and talk 
to others, share experiences, 
and learn about local services 
available to them. Themed 
events have been held to mark 
occasions such as Christmas 
and most recently Ukrainian 
Independence Day.  

People in the Braintree district 
have given refuge to over 150 
Ukrainians and we cannot thank 
you enough for all the community 
has done.

Could you o° er a room 
in your home? 
Sponsors will receive monthly 
thank you payments.

Community meet up events for 
Ukrainian guests and sponsors 
a “prime example of the 
community support and spirit”

www.braintree.gov.uk/ukraine

Find out more and register your interest today: 
www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine



10    INVESTMENT   I   1111

In March 2023, the 
Immigration Minister 
announced the Home 
O�  ce’s intention to use 
the RAF Wethersfi eld 
site to house up to 
1,700 asylum seekers.

Since the announcement we have 
shared our strong view that RAF 
Wethersfi eld is an unsuitable site, 
given the lack of capacity in local 
services, its isolated location, the 
size of the site and impact the 
scale of the development could 
have on the local community.  
We have been doing all we can 
through legal routes to prevent 
the plans from going ahead, 
challenging the Home O�  ce on 
various grounds.

The current legal proceedings 
do not stop the Home O�  ce 
from housing people on site. 
The fi rst cohort arrived in July 
and the Home O�  ce plan to use 
a phased approach to moving 
people on site. We are working 
closely with local authorities, 
health, police and fi re services to 
ensure there is minimal impact on 
residents that live nearby and local 
services, raising our questions and 
concerns with the Home O�  ce 
so it can put in place mitigating 
action, whilst supporting asylum 
seekers coming to our district.
We have been insisting that they 
engage proactively with the 
community and will continue to 
use all opportunities to push for 
regular, open and transparent 
engagement.

Wethersfi eld 
Asylum 
Accommodation 
Centre

Visit: www.braintree.gov.uk/wethersfi eldairfi eld 
for Braintree District Council updates. 
The Home O�  ce has advised people can contact them 
by emailing public.enquiries@homeo�  ce.gov.uk

SCAN THE 
QR CODE for the 
latest updates from 
the Home O�  ce.

Preventing 
homelessness
We work alongside our 
partners including the charity 
CHESS and put our resources 
into supporting those at risk 
of homelessness in our 
district. We aim to:

·  help rough sleepers 
 o�  the streets and 
 moving into suitable
 accommodation

·  assess their short and 
 long-term needs

·  prevent them from 
 re-entering the system.

Delivering 
high-quality, 
sustainable 
homes

Ensuring residents have access 
to safe and a° ordable homes and 

can thrive within healthy and 
sustainable communities is crucial.

It’s a key focus of our Healthy Housing Strategy which 
we invited residents to comment on earlier this year. 

It guides our approach to housing over the next 5 years 
and how the council will work with partners to tackle the 

challenges we face and how it will support the current and 
future housing o� er for those in the Braintree district.

Latest updates and information
If you’re a landlord, sign up to receive our free landlord 
email newsletter: www.braintree.gov.uk/tellmemore

  www.braintree.gov.uk/healthyhousingstrategy

We’ve seen a 
31% increase

in the number of empty 
properties since 2021

If you’re a homeowner and you 
are interested in renting your 
property, you can make an 
enquiry through our dedicated 
e-mail address 
property2let@braintree.gov.uk

If you’re a homeowner with an 
empty property and not sure 
what to do, you can speak 
to our dedicated team for 
free advice and information: 
emptyhomes@braintree.gov.uk

If you are in need of extra help 
towards your housing costs 
and receive housing benefi t 
currently, you can apply for a 
Discretionary Housing Payment: 
www.braintree.gov.uk/
discretionaryhousingpayment

Later this year we will be 
consulting on our new 
Homelessness and Rough 
Sleeping strategy, which will 
focus on how we prevent 
homelessness moving forward.

Braintree District Council work 
with local partners including 
First Stop, Hope House, New 
Direction (Salvation Army), 
Sanctuary, Braintree Foyer 
(SAHA), Peabody, ACT, Nacro and 
Chess Rough Sleeper Initiative 
(RSI), o� ering assistance to rough 
sleepers and those at risk of 
rough sleeping in the district.

If you become aware of someone 
sleeping rough you can visit 
www.streetlink.org.uk to make 
an alert and outreach workers 
from Chess RSI will attend.
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CONSIDER GOING 
CAR-FREE
or switching 
to an electric 
vehicle.

2

TRANSFORM 
FOOD WASTE 
INTO COMPOST
for your garden.

REPLACE 
TRADITIONAL 
LIGHT BULBS 

with energy-e�  cient 
LED lights.

6

BUY SEASONAL 
AND LOCAL 
FRUITS and 
vegetables.

REDUCE 
FOOD WASTE
Only buy what 
you need to.
Plan meals, use 
a shopping list.

19

BUY FEWER 
ITEMS 

and consider 
purchasing 

second-hand 
products.

9

15

KEEP FRIDGE 
COILS CLEAN 

for optimal 
e�  ciency

7

SUBSTITUTE 
PAPER TOWELS 
AND WIPES
with reusable cloths.

UTILISE 
CYCLE-TO-WORK 
SCHEMES
and car-sharing 
initiatives.

8

5

TURN OFF 
YOUR ENGINE 
WHEN IDLE
to save money 
and protect 
health.

12

EXPLORE 
SOLAR ENERGY 
OPTIONS
such as 
solar panels 
and outdoor 
lights.

1

3

CHANGE 
HOW YOU 
TRAVEL 
Opt for fewer fl ights, use 
public transport, and cycle.

DECREASE MEAT 
CONSUMPTION,
as it is costly and contributes 
to climate change.

11

16 INVEST IN A 
WELL-INSULATED 

AND ENERGY-
EFFICIENT HOME

for long-term 
savings.

COOK FROM 
SCRATCH to 
save money and 
minimise waste.

18

MINIMISE 
THE USE 
OF TUMBLE 
DRYERS
and opt for 
line drying.

13

REDUCE 
RELIANCE 

ON PLASTIC 
by using reusable co� ee 

cups, water bottles, 
and bags.

14

20

 www.braintree.gov.uk/climatechange

UTILISE A 
WATER BUTT 
to save money 

on watering plants.

4

10

CHOOSE 
UNPACKAGED 
FOOD 
and switch to bar 
soap, shampoo, 
and conditioner 
to avoid 
unnecessary 
packaging.

Save over£500 per year

20WAYS 
TO CUT
CARBON
AND SAVE
MONEY POWER DOWN 

and unplug electrical 
appliances when not in use.

17

GO
GREEN 
It isn’t just 
good for the 
environment, 
it is also good 
for your wallet.

Save £1.60per cycle

Save 
3p

every 
minute Average home wastes£60per month

Save 
£315

per year

Save 
up to 

£420
per year 

Save 
£100s

Save 
50%on original 
price

Save £60per year



Evans Gifts 
and Interiors
Evans is a much-loved shop 
in Halstead, stocking beautiful 
homeware, fashion and gifts so 
you can find the perfect present 
for yourself or someone else! 

The Phoenix
The Phoenix sits at the top of 
Bank Street in Braintree and is a 
combination of café, deli and bar. 
This hidden gem serves delicious 
locally sourced breakfasts, a 
range of hot or cold lunch dishes 
and hand crafted cocktails 
accompanied with snacks in the 
evening every Friday & Saturday. 
They also have a range of 
community o�erings and events!

The Little Book Café
Just o� the main high street in 
Halstead, The Little Book Café 
sits on Hedingham Road and is 
a great spot to enjoy co�ee and 
cake or a spot of brunch. You can 
also browse, borrow and buy their 
huge selection of books that are 
displayed. There is terrace seating 
available out the back which is 
dog friendly.

Blast Music 
and Comics
Whether you’re crazy about 
comics or mad about music 
– Blast has a wide and varied 
collection of comics, manga, 
vinyls, collectables, t-shirts, 
games and more in Braintree.

Bakehouse Express
Whether you’re picking up 
a co�ee on your way to work 
or catching up with a friend, 
Bakehouse Express on Newland 
Street in Witham delivers an 
extensive co�ee and drinks menu 
as well as a tempting selection 
of baked treats! 

Crafty Bear Kitchen
Built on the following it gained 
from its afternoon tea delivery 
service born in lockdown, the 
team has now taken the plunge 
and opened their first premises 
- a family-run tea room and 
crafting café in Witham.

14

This year Halstead and Witham town 
centres will benefit from a series of 
refurbishments and infrastructure upgrades 

in a regeneration project funded by Braintree 
District Council. Improvements will include 
street furniture and street lighting, new cycle 
parking, road signage as well as replacement or 
maintenance of litter bins, benches and bollards.
The scheme to pedestrianise Braintree town centre 
has created a safer, flexible, tra�c-free public space 
to improve the visitor experience for residents and 
businesses.

It’s allowed for more benches, new trees, more 
electricity points for market stall holders, as well 
as creating more space for the traditional and 
street markets and it has given businesses the 
chance to make better use of the outside space.
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Visit Braintree 
District
Focus on our 
town centres
The Braintree district 
benefits from bustling 
market towns and beautiful 
rural villages. We have 
picked out just some of 
the excellent independent 
businesses thriving in 
our towns. If you have a 
business you would like us to 
feature on our Visit Braintree 
District social media channels 
let us know via 
marketing@braintree.gov.uk

www.locatebraintreedistrict.co.uk
www.facebook.com/visitbraintreedistrict        
@visitbraintreedistrict

Halstead High Street

‘



Horizon 120, our new 
business, innovation 
and logistics park is 
attracting investment, 
businesses and jobs.
Situated just o�  the A131 in 
Great Notley, the 65-acre 
business park o� ers state-of-
the-art, fl exible and sustainable 
business accommodation within 
extensively landscaped grounds.

Our investment into the 
infrastructure and our work with 
partners has created a future-
proofed environment which 
attracts businesses, fosters 
innovation and ultimately drives 
economic growth.

Several well-established and 
innovative businesses have 
recently opened for business and 
are now operating from their new 
premises at the business park. 
An enterprise and innovation 
centre, home to a community 
of entrepreneurs, start-ups 
and small businesses, has also 
opened in support of innovation 
and business growth.

Signifi cant investment from 
oversees has also seen the 
completion of several light 
industrial units suitable for 
medium-sized businesses 
looking to expand and 
scale-up operations. 

The knock-on e� ect of this 
investment and growth is the 
creation of hundreds of jobs 
and opportunities for residents.

16 17

  www.horizon120.com

Modern business 
park attracts 
investment and jobs

Co-working 
space with

A fl exible workspace in Great Notley 
with superfast WiFi, meeting rooms, 
event spaces and café.

DESKS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Book a tour www.theplazacentre.co.uk

From

£10
per day

Emmeline joined our
co-working community
at The Plaza a few
months ago.
She works for Profi table Sites,
an online advertising specialist
which focuses on helping
companies grow using Google
Ads and SEO.

She said: “We’re going through
a period of growth, taking on
more sta� , which is one of the
reasons why we moved into
this co-working space.

“We’re currently a team of
three and fi nd we get more
done when we’re together.
We’ve only been here a few
months and we’ve noticed the
di� erence already. We enjoy
the laugh, hubbub and buzz
and we miss that interaction
when working from home.”



Braintree District 
Council’s Chairman 
for 2023-24 is 
Councillor 
Diana Garrod.
As Chairman of the Council, 
Cllr Garrod represents the 
council at o�  cial events and 
when meeting residents, 
community groups and 
businesses.

Her chosen charity to raise 
funds for during her civic year is 
The Salvation Army. The charity 
began in 1865 and continues 
to o� er practical help for people 
without discrimination, standing 
up for those who are vulnerable 
and fi ghting against injustice. 
They have a donation centre 
in Braintree.

She is supported by Cllr Lyn 
Walters who is Vice-Chairman.

Thank you to everyone 
who took part in our 
survey to help shape the 
future of the Braintree 
district and our priorities 
over the next four years.
The survey launched in July 
and closed on 1 September. 
Over the next few months, we will 
be looking through your thoughts 
on living and working in the district 
and what is important to you.

We also asked for your ideas on 
how we can manage long-term 
budget pressures and challenges, 
something all local authorities 
are facing at a level never 
experienced before.

Spiralling infl ation and years 
of government underfunding 
alongside extra demand on 
services is putting councils against 
a backdrop of fi nancial challenges. 
This means we are having to make 
some di�  cult budget decisions to 
stabilise our fi nancial position.

Your feedback will play 
a crucial role in helping 
ensure we continue to deliver
the essential services 
our residents and 
businesses rely on.

18  19

Representing Braintree District Council

Any organisations, community groups or businesses 
that would like to invite the Chairman to attend an event 
should visit www.braintree.gov.uk/invitethechairman

Safer, 
Greener, 
Healthier 
Braintree
Did you know that 

Braintree has a high 
reliance on car use, with 
car ownership - at 83% 

- higher than the regional 
or national average.
Walking, cycling, or using 

public transport for a short 
journey just twice a week could 
see a reduction of 50,000 car 
journeys from within the town. 

Take part in a survey on 
walking and cycling networks

HAVE YOUR SAY: 
www.bit.ly/3DXYxUr

Closes 29 Sep 2023

Ride a bike this 
September and you 
could win a £4,000
holiday, plus lots of 
other prizes thanks 
to Love To Ride.

Cycle September is a fun, free, 
and friendly biking challenge 
for you, your friends and 
co-workers. You can ride 
anywhere, anytime in 
September to participate.

There are so many 
benefi ts to taking 
part! Such as:

To fi nd out more visit 
www.lovetoride.net

A series of new 
initiatives to strengthen 
communities and 
tackle social isolation 
and loneliness will 
go ahead in rural 
Braintree as part of the 
Levelling Up agenda.
Rural Braintree is one of Essex 
County Council’s six priority 
areas. Residents in rural areas 
can face more di�  culties 
accessing jobs, services and 
social opportunities compared 
with more densely populated 
parts of the county.

Cllr Graham Butland, Leader 
of Braintree District Council, 
said: “Levelling Up gives us 
opportunities to work together 
better and change the way 
we do things, so it’s great that 
discussions have now begun for 
us, as a partnership, to look at 
the wider opportunities for the 
Braintree district. 

“One of our priorities is to listen 
and understand the key issues 
a� ecting our rural communities.”

Initiatives to better connect 
communities in rural Braintree

Shaping the future

Responses 
will help develop 

our Corporate 
Strategy for 
2024-2028
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A new ‘Forget Me Not’ 
Memorial Garden at 
Bocking Cemetery
The tranquil setting will provide a peaceful and 
pleasant place for relatives and visitors of all ages 
to remember their loved ones.

The garden includes a children’s area with hand 
carved wooden sculptures by locally based 
Andrew Butcher and a willow dome created by 
local artist Deb Hart, that visitors can tie a coloured 
ribbon to in memory of their loved ones. Local 
school children from Bocking Primary School 
have painted cobble stones and a hand carved 
wood entrance sign was donated by Cressing 
Community Shed.

The garden was funded by Braintree District 
Council and Section 106 money which is money 
from local housing developments.

NEWS 

New climate 
change app
Help tackle climate change by downloading 
Essex County Council’s Carbon Cutting Essex 
app. You can learn how to reduce your carbon 
footprint through a series of fun activities, 
quizzes and videos. It provides hundreds of 
practical and cost-
e� ective ideas on 
how to minimise our 
impact on the planet.

The app is free to 
download on the 
App Store or 
Google Play so 
download it today.download it today.

Help tackle climate change by downloading 
Essex County Council’s Carbon Cutting Essex 

ROUNDUP

Bocking Windmill 
open days
Bocking Windmill regularly holds open days for 
you to visit.

Sadly it’s not a working windmill although much 
of the original machinery is still in place.

Discover some of its fascinating history 
at its open days on: 
• Sunday 24th September 2023 (11am to 3pm) 
• Sunday 8th October 2023 (11am to 3pm). 

Please note that dates and times are subject 
to change so please check Facebook and 
Bocking Windmill website before you set o� .

COMMUNITY   I   21
21

A° ordable homes 
delivered
288 new a� ordable homes were completed 
during 2022-23 across the Braintree district. 
A� ordable housing is built by registered social 
landlords, housing associations, private landlords 
and developers, however Braintree District 
Council works closely with these organisations to 
ensure local housing needs are met.

As the Braintree district continues to grow, 
Braintree District Council requires developers to 
provide between 30-40% of new homes on major 
housing developments to be a� ordable housing.
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Your Councillors
Braintree District Council comprises of 49 elected councillors responsible for agreeing 
policies about provision of services and how the Council’s money is spent. Braintree District 
elections were held in May 2023. You can find the name and contact details of your local 
councillor below. If you don’t have access to email you can write to your councillor via 
Braintree District Council, Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree, Essex, CM7 9HB.

Lynette Bowers-Flint
Bocking Blackwater
cllr.lbowers-flint@braintree.gov.uk

Jonathan Ayten
Braintree Central and Beckers Green
cllr.jayten@braintree.gov.uk

Lyn Walters
Bocking Blackwater
cllr.lwalters@braintree.gov.uk

Thomas Diamond
Braintree Central and Beckers Green
cllr.tdiamond@braintree.gov.uk

Justin Wrench
Bocking Blackwater
cllr.jwrench@braintree.gov.uk

Shirley Mason
Braintree Central and Beckers Green
cllr.smason@braintree.gov.uk

John Baugh
Bocking North
cllr.jbaugh@braintree.gov.uk

Kevin Bowers
Braintree South
cllr.kbowers@braintree.gov.uk

Lynn Je�eris
Bocking North
cllr.lje�eris@braintree.gov.uk

Martin Green
Braintree South
cllr.mgreen@braintree.gov.uk

Jack Edwards
Bocking South
cllr.jedwards@braintree.gov.uk

Mary Cunningham
Braintree West
cllr.mcunningham@braintree.gov.uk

Moia Thorogood
Bocking South
cllr.mthorogood@braintree.gov.uk

George Prime
Braintree West
cllr.gprime@braintree.gov.uk

Tom Walsh
Coggeshall
cllr.twalsh@braintree.gov.uk

James Coleridge
Hatfield Peverel and Terling
cllr.jcoleridge@braintree.gov.uk

Peter Schwier
Gosfield & Greenstead Green
cllr.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk

Charley Dervish
Hatfield Peverel and Terling
cllr.cdervish@braintree.gov.uk

Graham Butland
Great Notley & Black Notley
cllr.gbutland@braintree.gov.uk

Joanne Beavis
Hedingham
cllr.jbeavis@braintree.gov.uk

Tom Cunningham
Great Notley & Black Notley
cllr.tcunningham@braintree.gov.uk

Wendy Taylor
Hedingham
cllr.wtaylor@braintree.gov.uk

Frankie Ricci
Great Notley & Black Notley
cllr.fricci@braintree.gov.uk

Camilla Finch
Kelvedon and Feering
cllr.cfinch@braintree.gov.uk

James Bond
Halstead St Andrews
cllr.jbond@braintree.gov.uk

Paul Thorogood
Kelvedon and Feering
cllr.pthorogood@braintree.gov.uk

Andy Munday
Halstead St Andrews
cllr.amunday@braintree.gov.uk

Ann Hooks
Rayne
cllr.ahooks@braintree.gov.uk

Diana Garrod
Bumpstead
cllr.dgarrod@braintree.gov.uk

Malcolm Fincken
Halstead Trinity
cllr.mfincken@braintree.gov.uk

Dennis Abram
Coggeshall
cllr.dabram@braintree.gov.uk

Jackie Pell
Halstead Trinity
cllr.jpell@braintree.gov.uk
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Iona Parker
Stour Valley North
cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk

Ethan Williams
Witham North
cllr.ewilliams@braintree.gov.uk

David Holland
Stour Valley South
cllr.dholland@braintree.gov.uk

Paul Heath
Witham South
cllr.pheath@braintree.gov.uk

George Courtauld
The Colnes
cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk

Jackie Martin
Witham South
cllr.jmartin@braintree.gov.uk

Gabrielle Spray
The Colnes
cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk

Jon Hayes
Witham West
cllr.jhayes@braintree.gov.uk

Mark Ault
Three Fields
cllr.mault@braintree.gov.uk

Ron Ramage
Witham West
cllr.rramage@braintree.gov.uk

Michael Staines
Three Fields
cllr.mstaines@braintree.gov.uk

Richard van Dulken
Yeldham
cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk

Sindhu Rajeev
Witham Central
cllr.srajeev@braintree.gov.uk

James Abbott
Silver End and Cressing
cllr.jabbott@braintree.gov.uk

Toby Williams
Witham Central
cllr.twilliams@braintree.gov.uk

Bob Wright
Silver End and Cressing
cllr.bwright@braintree.gov.uk

Billy Taylor
Witham North
cllr.btaylor@braintree.gov.uk
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