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1 Introduction 

1.1 Braintree District Council commissioned LUC in October 2014 to carry out Sustainability Appraisal 

(SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the emerging Braintree District 

Local Plan. 

1.2 The purpose of this Scoping Report is to provide the context for, and determine the scope of, the 

SA/SEA of the Local Plan and to set out the framework for undertaking the later stages of the 

SA/SEA.   

1.3 The scoping stage involves reviewing other relevant plans, policies and programmes, considering 

the current state of the environment in Braintree District, identifying any key environmental 

issues or problems which may be affected by the Local Plan and setting out the ‘SA framework’, 

which comprises specific sustainability objectives against which the likely effects of the Local Plan 

can be assessed. 

1.4 This report also provides a sustainability commentary on each of the topic areas covered by the 

Issues and Scoping consultation document. 

The Local Plan area 

1.5 Braintree District is a rural district in the north of Essex and is the second largest district by area 

in the County.  Just over half of the residents live in the three main towns of Braintree, Witham 

and Halstead, with the remainder living in the attractive rural areas, where there are about 60 

villages, including six larger villages.  The District lies between the regional growth centres of 

Chelmsford, Colchester and Cambridge and is close to Stansted Airport and the M11, the Haven 

Ports and is about 45 minutes journey time by rail from London.  

1.6 Braintree is the main market town in the District and provides employment, town centre retailing 

and community services.  In addition, on the edge of the town, the Freeport Factory Outlet Centre 

and adjacent retail park provide retail and leisure facilities, which serve an area that extends 

outside of the District.   

1.7 Witham and Halstead are smaller market towns which provide employment, retail and community 

services.  All three of the settlements contain town centres with some areas in need of 

regeneration.  There are also two large areas in need of regeneration at former factory sites in 

Silver End (between Braintree and Witham) and Sible Hedingham (north west of Halstead).  

Witham is situated on the main London to Norwich railway line, as are the adjoining villages of 

Hatfield Peverel and Kelvedon, and there are significant levels of commuting from these stations, 

particularly to London and Chelmsford.  The towns of Haverhill and Sudbury adjoin the District 

and provide services for residents in the northern, more isolated, rural areas of the District. 

The Braintree District Local Plan 

1.8 The Braintree District Core Strategy was adopted in 2011.  A Strategic Housing Market 

Assessment (SHMA) was produced in the first half of 2014 to update the Council’s evidence on 

housing need.  The SHMA indicates that between 761 and 883 new dwellings are required per 

year in the District to 2026; this is substantially more than the annual provision in the Core 

Strategy (based on the old East of England Regional Strategy target) of 273 dwellings per year.  

In light of this new housing evidence and the new national policy requirements in the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the Council resolved in June 2014 not to proceed with its draft 
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Site Allocations and Development Management Plan, for which Pre-submission consultation had 

been completed, and instead commence work on a new Local Plan.   

1.9 The work completed on the Site Allocations and Development Management Plan and the 

comments which were received during consultation on the Pre-submission draft will be rolled 

forward into the new Local Plan.  It is therefore not the intention of the Council to review in detail 

all the decisions relating to minor site allocations and settlement boundary changes which have 

been agreed by the Local Development Framework (LDF) Sub Committee and Council over the 

last two years.  The Council also adopted an Interim Planning Policy Statement in September 

2014 which states, “The Council accordingly adopts the land allocations and development 

management policies detailed within the ADMP for use within development management decision-

making. The Council is of the view that these robust and clear statements should be given 

appropriate weight in all matters under consideration and that these are material considerations 

for the Council”. 

1.10 The Local Plan will set out the Council's strategy for future development and growth in the District 

up to 2033 and will include strategic policies, development management policies and site 

allocations.  Having completed a SHMA, the Council is currently working on identifying its 

Objectively Assessed Housing Needs figure.  It also carried out a Call for Sites during August-

October 2014 to identify potential sites for development.  Various other evidence documents are 

being prepared to support the Local Plan, including on landscape, open space, economic 

development and highways. 

1.11 The Council intends to consult on three versions of the Local Plan as follows: 

 Issues and Scope for the Local Plan – currently scheduled for January 2015. 

 Draft Local Plan, setting out preferred options – currently scheduled for late 2015. 

 Proposed Submission Local Plan, also known as Publication or Regulation 19 stage – currently 

scheduled for spring 2016 

1.12 Following consultation on the Proposed Submission Local Plan, it may be necessary for the Council 

to prepare focussed changes to the Plan and consult on these prior to submission of the Local Plan 

to the Planning Inspectorate (currently scheduled for summer 2016) and subsequent Examination 

in public (estimated to take place in autumn/winter 2016, subject to Inspectorate timetable).   

1.13 In carrying out the scoping stage of the SA for the emerging Braintree District Local Plan, the 

work that was carried out previously during the SA of the adopted Core Strategy and the SA of 

the now-abandoned Pre-submission Site Allocations and Development Management Plan has been 

drawn on, as appropriate.   

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment 

1.14 Under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, SA is mandatory for Development Plan 

Documents.  For these documents it is also necessary to conduct an environmental assessment in 

accordance with the requirements of the SEA Directive (European Directive 2001/42/EC), and the 

SEA Regulations which transpose the SEA Directive into English law1.  Therefore, it is a legal 

requirement for the Braintree District Local Plan to be subject to SA and SEA. 

1.15 The requirements to carry out SA and SEA are distinct, although it is possible to satisfy both using 

a single appraisal process.  Government guidance2 provides information to assist users in 

complying with the requirements of the SEA Directive and Regulations through a single integrated 

SA process – this is the process that is being undertaken for the Local Plan.  In addition, the 

guidance widens the approach of SEA to include social and economic as well as environmental 

issues.  From here on, the term ‘SA’ should therefore be taken to mean ‘SA incorporating the 

requirements of the SEA Directive and SEA Regulations’. 

                                                
1
 The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (Statutory Instrument 2004 No. 1633) 

2
 Contained within the National Planning Practice Guidance website (http://bit.ly/1zsrfEo). 

http://bit.ly/1zsrfEo
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1.16 The SA process comprises a number of stages, as shown in Figure 1.1, with SA Scoping being 

Stage A. 

Figure 1.1: Main stages of Sustainability Appraisal 

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the baseline and deciding on the scope 

Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing effects 

Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

Stage D: Consulting on the preferred options for the Local Plan and the SA report 

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the Local Plan 

1.17 Figure 1.2 sets out the tasks involved in the Scoping stage of SA. 

Figure 1.2: Stages in SA scoping (Stage A) 

A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and programmes, and sustainability objectives. 

A2: Collecting baseline information. 

A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems. 

A4: Developing the SA framework 

A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA. 

Meeting the requirements of the SEA Directive 

1.18 This Scoping Report includes some of the required elements of the final ‘Environmental Report’ 

(the output required by the SEA Directive).  Table 1.1 signposts the relevant sections of the 

Scoping Report that are considered to meet the SEA Directive requirements; the remainder will be 

met during subsequent stages of the SA.  This table will be included in the SA Report at each 

stage of the SA process to show how the SEA Directive requirements have been met. 
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Table 1.1 Meeting the requirements of the SEA Directive 

SEA Directive Requirements Covered in this Scoping Report? 

Preparation of an environmental report in which the likely 
significant effects on the environment of implementing the plan or 
programme, and reasonable alternatives taking into account the 
objectives and geographical scope of the plan or programme, are 
identified, described and evaluated.  The information to be given is 
(Art. 5 and Annex I): 

The SA Reports produced to 
accompany consultation on the 
Draft and Proposed Submission 
versions of the Local Plan will also 
form part of the ‘Environmental 
Report’. 

a) An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan or 
programme, and relationship with other relevant plans and 
programmes; 

Chapters 1 and 2. 

b) The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and 
the likely evolution thereof without implementation of the plan or 
programme; 

Chapter 3. 

c) The environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly 
affected; 

Chapter 3. 

d) Any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the 
plan or programme including, in particular, those relating to any 
areas of a particular environmental importance, such as areas 
designated pursuant to Directives 79/409/EEC and 92/43/EEC.; 

Chapter 3. 

e) The environmental protection, objectives, established at 
international, community or national level, which are relevant to 
the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any 
environmental, considerations have been taken into account 
during its preparation; 

Chapter 2 and Appendix 1. 

f) The likely significant effects on the environment, including on 
issues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, 
flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural 
heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, 
landscape and the interrelationship between the above factors. 
(Footnote: These effects should include secondary, cumulative, 
synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and 
temporary, positive and negative effects); 

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

g) The measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and as fully as 
possible offset any significant adverse effects on the environment 
of implementing the plan or programme; 

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

h) An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with, 
and a description of how the assessment was undertaken including 
any difficulties (such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 

encountered in compiling the required information; 

Partial explanation at Chapter 4.  
Requirement will be met fully at a 
later stage in the SA process. 

i) a description of measures envisaged concerning monitoring in 
accordance with Art. 10; 

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

j) a non-technical summary of the information provided under the 
above headings  

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

The report shall include the information that may reasonably be 
required taking into account current knowledge and methods of 
assessment, the contents and level of detail in the plan or 
programme, its stage in the decision-making process and the extent 
to which certain matters are more appropriately assessed at different 
levels in that process to avoid duplication of the assessment (Art. 5.2) 

This Scoping Report and the 
subsequent Environmental Reports 
will adhere to this requirement. 

Consultation:  

 authorities with environmental responsibility, when deciding on the 

scope and level of detail of the information which must be included 

in the environmental report (Art. 5.4)     

Consultation with the relevant 
statutory environmental bodies on 
this Scoping Report will be 
undertaken during January 2015.   

 authorities with environmental responsibility and the public, shall 

be given an early and effective opportunity within appropriate time 

frames to express their opinion on the draft plan or programme 

and the accompanying environmental report before the adoption of 

the plan or programme (Art. 6.1, 6.2)  

Public consultation on the Draft 
Local Plan and accompanying SA is 
currently proposed for late 2015.  
Further consultation will be 
undertaken for the Proposed 
Submission version of the Plan. 
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SEA Directive Requirements Covered in this Scoping Report? 

 other EU Member States, where the implementation of the plan or 

programme is likely to have significant effects on the environment 

of that country (Art. 7).   

Unlikely to be relevant to the 
Braintree District Local Plan.   

Taking the environmental report and the results of the consultations into account in decision-
making (Art. 8) 

Provision of information on the decision: 
When the plan or programme is adopted, the public and any countries 
consulted under Art.7 must be informed and the following made 
available to those so informed: 

 the plan or programme as adopted 

 a statement summarising how environmental considerations have 

been integrated into the plan or programme and how the 

environmental report of Article 5, the opinions expressed pursuant 

to Article 6 and the results of consultations entered into pursuant 

to Art. 7 have been taken into account in accordance with Art. 8, 

and the reasons for choosing the plan or programme as adopted, 

in the light of the other reasonable alternatives dealt with; and 

 the measures decided concerning monitoring (Art. 9) 

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

Monitoring of the significant environmental effects of the plan's or 
programme's implementation (Art. 10)   

Requirement will be met at a later 
stage in the SA process. 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

1.19 Under Article 6 (3) and (4) of the Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats 

and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Habitats Directive) land use plans, including Local Plans, are also 

subject to Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).  The purpose of HRA is to assess the impacts 

of a land use plan against the conservation objectives of a European Site and to ascertain whether 

it would adversely affect the integrity of that site.   

1.20 The HRA for the Braintree District Local Plan will be undertaken by LUC on behalf of Braintree 

District Council during the plan making process.  While the HRA will be reported on separately, its 

findings will be taken into account in the SA, where relevant, to inform judgements about the 

likely effects of the Local Plan on biodiversity. 

Structure of the Scoping Report 

1.21 This chapter has described the background to and subject matter of the new Braintree District 

Local Plan and the requirement to undertake SA and HRA.  The remainder of this report is 

structured into the following sections:  

 Chapter 2 describes the relationship of the Local Plan to other relevant plans and 

programmes.  It also provides a summary of environmental, social and economic policy 

objectives identified by the detailed review of plans and programmes in Appendix 1.  

 Chapter 3 provides a sustainability profile of Braintree District to inform the proposed SA 

framework and meet SEA Directive reporting requirements.  

 Chapter 4 sets out the proposed approach to the remainder of the SA, including the 

framework of SA objectives.  Detailed appraisal criteria and associated assumptions that will 

be used to appraise the Local Plan’s policies and sites are set out in Appendix 2 and 

Appendix 3 respectively.   
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 Chapter 5 provides high level sustainability commentaries in relation to each of the policy 

topics to be covered by the Local Plan. 

 Chapter 6 describes the arrangements for consultation on the Local Plan and SA Report, and 

the next steps for the SA.  
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2 Relevant plans and policies 

Outline of the Braintree District Local Plan and relationship with 

other plans and programmes 

The Environment Report should include: 

“an outline of the contents and main objectives of the plan or programme and of its relationship 

with other relevant plans and programmes” 

(SEA Regulations Schedule 2(1)) 

2.1 The Braintree District Local Plan will include all major planning policy for the District in a single 

document and will need to meet the requirements of the NPPF, key aspects of which are set out in 

the next section of the Scoping Report.  Once complete, it will replace both the Core Strategy 

(adopted 2011) and the Local Plan Review saved policies (adopted 2005).  Responsibilities for 

minerals and waste development plans will remain at the County level and the Braintree District 

Local Plan will therefore need to take account of the Essex Minerals Local Plan (adopted 2014) and 

the saved policies of the Essex Waste Local Plan (adopted 2001) until the emerging Replacement 

Waste Local Plan is adopted.  Local communities may choose to produce a neighbourhood plan for 

their area in order to set out a vision and planning policies for the use and development of land in 

a neighbourhood.  Any such plans will need to be in conformity with the strategic policies in the 

Braintree District Local Plan. 

2.2 One of the main requirements of the NPPF is for local authorities to significantly boost their supply 

of housing and this applies across the Country.  A document called a Strategic Housing Market 

Assessment (SHMA) helps the Council work out how many houses are needed and of what type.  

It estimates this need to be between 761 to 883 new homes per year.  A range of housing need 

requirements will be considered by the Council and further evidence on whether this is achievable 

will be collected before the precise number to be provided is set out in the Draft Local Plan, to be 

published for consultation in late 2015.  The Council has agreed that work on the new Local Plan 

will proceed on the basis of an objectively assessed housing need figure for the District in the 

period 2014-2033 in the range of 750-950 dwellings per year. 

2.3 As the Council has to plan for a larger number of new homes in the District than were provided for 

in the Core Strategy, it will need to look at larger and/or more numerous development sites.  This 

could include urban extensions like Great Notley, which was built in the early 2000s, or new 

settlements which could follow Garden City or Garden Suburb design principles. 

2.4 The Local Plan is not just about new homes but must ensure that housing growth is supported by 

infrastructure, jobs and community facilities.  The Council will be working with key stakeholders 

such as the NHS, education and highways authorities to ensure that vital community facilities 

such as schools, GP surgeries and roads and public transport links are in place to support existing 

residents as well as new communities.  Open spaces and community facilities will also be 

protected and new spaces and facilities will be supported. 

2.5 An important objective of the Plan will be to promote economic growth and prosperity in the 

District.  The Plan will need to ensure that land is available to support new employment areas and 

that the right jobs can be provided in the right places for local residents. 

2.6 The Council is also working with other local neighbouring authorities to ensure that any cross-

boundary issues are dealt with appropriately and to ensure that growth across all authorities can 

be delivered effectively, with the necessary infrastructure improvements. 
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Environmental, social and economic policy objectives 

The Environment Report should include: 

“The environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or Member 

State level, which are relevant to the plan or programme and the way those objectives and any 

environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation.”   

(SEA Regulations Schedule 2(5)) 

2.7 There are a wide range of plans and programmes at the international and national levels that are 

relevant to the emerging Braintree District Local Plan.  The full review of other relevant plans and 

programmes can be seen in Appendix 1 and the key components are summarised below.   

Key international plans, policies and programmes 

2.8 At the international level, Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans 

and programmes on the environment (the ‘SEA Directive’) and Directive 92/43/EEC on the 

conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora (the ‘Habitats Directive’) are 

particularly significant as they require Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats 

Regulations Assessment (HRA) to be undertaken in relation to the emerging Local Plan.  These 

processes should be undertaken iteratively and integrated into the production of the Local Plan in 

order to ensure that any potential negative environmental effects (including on European-level 

nature conservation designations) are identified and can be mitigated. 

2.9 There are a wide range of other EU Directives relating to issues such as water quality, waste and 

air quality, most of which have been transposed into UK law through national-level policy; 

however, the international directives have been included in Appendix 1 for completeness. 

Key national plans, policies and programmes 

2.10 The most significant development in terms of the policy context for the emerging Local Plan has 

been the publication of the NPPF which replaced the suite of Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) 

and Planning Policy Guidance (PPGs).  The purpose of the NPPF was to streamline national 

planning policy, having reduced over a thousand pages of policy down to around 60 pages.  The 

Braintree District Local Plan must be consistent with the requirements of the NPPF, which sets out 

information about the purposes of local plan-making.  It states that: 

“Local Plans must be prepared with the objective of contributing to the achievement of 

sustainable development.  To this end, they should be consistent with the principles and policies 

set out in this Framework, including the presumption in favour of sustainable development.” 

2.11 The NPPF also requires Local Plans to be ‘aspirational but realistic’.  This means that opportunities 

for appropriate development should be identified in order to achieve net gains in terms of 

sustainable social, environmental and economic development; however significant adverse 

impacts in any of those areas should not be allowed to occur. 

2.12 One of the core planning principles set out in the NPPF is that planning should take account of and 

support local strategies to improve health, social and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver 

sufficient community and cultural facilities and services to meet local needs.  Other core planning 

principles are linked to health – such as design and transportation.  Section 8 of the NPPF 

recognises that the planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction 

and creating healthy, inclusive communities. 

2.13 The NPPF requires local planning authorities to set out the strategic priorities for the area in the 

Local Plan.  This should include strategic policies to deliver: 

 the homes and jobs needed in the area; 

 the provision of retail, leisure and other commercial development; 
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 the provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste management, water 

supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal change management, and the provision of minerals 

and energy (including heat); 

 the provision of health, security, community and cultural infrastructure and other local 

facilities; and 

 climate change mitigation and adaptation, conservation and enhancement of the natural and 

historic environment, including landscape. 

2.14 In addition, Local Plans should: 

 plan positively for the development and infrastructure required in the area to meet the 

objectives, principles and policies of this Framework; 

 be drawn up over an appropriate time scale, preferably a 15-year time horizon, take account 

of longer term requirements, and be kept up to date; 

 be based on co-operation with neighbouring authorities, public, voluntary and private sector 

organisations; 

 indicate broad locations for strategic development on a key diagram and land-use 

designations on a proposals map; 

 allocate sites to promote development and flexible use of land, bringing forward new land 

where necessary, and provide detail on form, scale, access and quantum of development 

where appropriate; 

 identify areas where it may be necessary to limit freedom to change the uses of buildings, and 

support such restrictions with a clear explanation; 

 identify land where development would be inappropriate, for instance because of its 

environmental or historic significance; and 

 contain a clear strategy for enhancing the natural, built and historic environment, and 

supporting Nature Improvement Areas where they have been identified. 
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3 Baseline information and key sustainability 

issues 

Introduction 

3.1 The collection of information on the current state of the environment is a key component of the 

SA process and a requirement of the SEA Directive.  It provides a baseline from which to predict 

and subsequently monitor the sustainability effects of the Plan's policies and proposals. 

The ‘Environmental Report’ should include: 

 “The relevant aspects of the current state of the environment and the likely evolution 

thereof without implementation of the plan or programme” 

 “the environmental characteristics of areas likely to be significantly affected” 

 “any existing environmental problems which are relevant to the plan or programme, 

including in particular, those relating to any areas of a particular environmental 

importance, such as any areas designated pursuant to Council Directive 79/409/EEC on 

the conservation of wild birds and the Habitats Directive.” 

SEA Regulations Schedule 2 (2, 3 and 4)  

3.2 Sufficient baseline information to meet these requirements has been collected and is organised 

below by SA theme.   

Data limitations 

3.3 It should not be assumed that all baseline data are currently available or that it will be possible to 

collect missing data in the future.  SEA Guidance recognises that data gaps will exist but suggests 

that where baseline information is unavailable or unsatisfactory, authorities should consider how it 

will affect their assessments and determine how to improve it for use in the assessment of future 

plans.  The collection and analysis of baseline data is regarded as a continual and evolving 

process, given that information can change or be updated on a regular basis.  

3.4 Not all the relevant information was available at the local level and as a result there are some 

gaps within the data set but it is believed that the available information provides a sufficiently 

comprehensive view of sustainability within the plan area.  In collating the baseline data, 

problems encountered included the difficulty of obtaining ward or district level data consistently 

and the difficulty of identifying trends in some data sets. 

Baseline information, sustainability issues and their likely evolution 

without the Local Plan 

3.5 The baseline information included within this SA Report is largely drawn from that presented in 

the SA of the Pre-submission Site Allocations and Development Management Plan3.  This 

information has been amended, where relevant, to take account of new information that has 

                                                
3
 SA and SEA of Braintree District Pre-submission Site Allocation and Development Management Plan, Place Services for Braintree 

District Council, February 2014, http://bit.ly/139ewLd  

http://bit.ly/139ewLd
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become available since the earlier SA work.  As well as providing a snapshot of the current social, 

economic and environmental situation in the District, it can also be taken as the likely evolution of 

the environment without the implementation of the Plan unless otherwise stated.   This chapter 

also highlights key items of forthcoming evidence which will be reflected in future stages of the SA 

once they become available. 

3.6 A selection of the environmental assets and constraints in Braintree District is shown in Figure 1.  

This is included for illustration only; comprehensive digital mapping of all relevant environmental 

assets and constraints in relation to site allocations will be carried out at a later stage in the SA 

process, as described in Chapter 4 and Appendix 3.   

Biodiversity and geodiversity 

3.7 There are no international biodiversity designations (Special Areas of Conservation, Special 

Protection Areas or Ramsar sites) or Nature Improvement Areas (NIAs) in Braintree District.  As 

noted above, an HRA will be undertaken during the plan preparation process and its results used 

to inform the SA.   

3.8 There are four Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in Braintree District at Belcher’s and 

Broadfield Woods; Bovingdon Hall Woods; Chalkney Wood; and Glemsford Pits.  The condition of 

these SSSIs is generally favourable, with Belcher’s and Broadfield Woods, Chalkney Wood, and 

Glemsford Pits assessed as 100% favourable and Bovingdon Hall Woods as 93% favourable.  The 

7% of Bovingdon Hall Woods assessed as being in ‘unfavourable – no change’ condition is due to 

inappropriate deer grazing/browsing rather than development pressure. 

3.9 There are seven National Nature Reserves (NNRs) located in Essex; none of these is in Braintree 

District.  Braintree District has a total of seven Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) at: Bocking 

Blackwater; Brickfields / Long Meadow, Earls Colne; Brockwell Meadows, Kelvedon; Colne Valley 

(dismantled Railway); Cuckoo Wood, Great Notley; Sandpits, Gosfield; Whetmead, Witham.  

There are three further LNRs located on the border between Essex and Suffolk; Rodbridge Picnic 

Site, Borley; The Railway Walks from Sudbury to Long Melford where the former railway crosses 

through Borley parish and the Haverhill Railway Walks on the border of Sturmer parish.  All three 

are part of the Suffolk County Council LNR.  

3.10 There are 251 Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) scattered throughout Braintree District, with many 

concentrated in the centre of the District.    

3.11 There are no SSSIs designated for their geological diversity in the District nor any Local 

Geological Sites4.   

Landscape  

3.12 There is no Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in the District but proposals are under 

consideration to extend Dedham Vale AONB westwards towards Sudbury, crossing over into the 

north east part of Braintree District. 

3.13 Braintree District is the subject of two Landscape Character Assessments; the Essex Landscape 

Character Assessment (2003) and the Combined Landscape Character Assessment (2006).  The 

information contained within these can be used to determine the sensitivity of certain landscape 

areas to development.    

3.14 The number of Protected Lanes in Braintree District has decreased since they were originally 

designated mostly due to changes in agricultural practice but also because of road improvements.  

3.15 Roadside verges, if sensitively managed, can benefit the biodiversity not only of the verges 

themselves but also the wider countryside by acting as corridors interlinking fragmented or 

isolated habitats.  With this in mind, in the 1970s, Essex County Council Highways Agency, Nature 

Conservancy Council and Essex Wildlife Trust identified a number of important verges which were 

subsequently designated as Special Roadside Nature Reserves.  Once designated, wooden posts 

                                                
4
 Formerly known as Regionally Important Geological Sites 
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are erected on the verges with warning plaques and arrows.  There are over 100 special verges 

designated in Essex and these are reviewed annually.  

Forthcoming evidence 

3.16 The Council has commissioned an updated Landscape Character Assessment which is expected to 

be available in spring 2015. 

Soils 

3.17 The majority of agricultural land in Braintree District is classified as Grade 2 or 3, with 65.8% 

(40,243 hectares) of agricultural land classified as Grade 2 and 29.9% (18,304 hectares) as 

Grade 3.  Grade 1, 2 and 3a agricultural land is considered to represent the best and most 

versatile agricultural land (note the national agricultural land classification maps do not 

distinguish between grade 3a and 3b agricultural land, which can only be established through 

more detailed survey work).    

3.18 The existence of large historical manufacturing industries in the Braintree District, has led to some 

degree of contamination of sites through associated industrial processes, or activities which are 

now defunct.  Contamination of land can have adverse impacts on health and well-being as well 

as damaging wildlife and contributing to pollution of water bodies. 

Open space 

Forthcoming evidence 

3.19 The Council has commissioned an Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategy which is expected 

to be available in autumn/winter 2015. 

Air Quality   

3.20 Air Quality in Essex is generally good.  There are no Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) 

located in Braintree District.  The main air quality issues in the District relate to nitrogen dioxide 

(NO2) and particulate emissions from vehicles travelling on the A12 and A120.  

3.21 There are five potentially significant junctions with daily flows of more than 10,000 vehicles in 

2004.  They are Newland Street, Witham; Cressing road, Witham; Head Street, Halstead; Railway 

Street, Braintree; and Rayne Road, Braintree.  

3.22 Of the 12 passive diffusion NO2 monitoring tubes located in the District, five exceeded the annual 

mean NO2 objective concentration of 40 g/m3 but relevant exposure levels did not.  Three of 

these were sited along the A12 at Hatfield Peverel, Rivenhall Hotel, and Foxden in Rivenhall while 

the other two were sited at Bradwell on the A120 and at Chipping Hill in Witham.  

Climatic factors  

3.23 Climate change predictions for the East of England for the 2080s, based on medium (current) 

emissions scenarios, are for an increase in winter mean temperature of approximately 3.0ºC and 

an increase in summer mean temperature of approximately 3.6ºC.  The central estimate of 

change in winter mean precipitation is an increase of 20% whilst the central estimate of change in 

summer mean precipitation is a reduction of 20%.  

3.24 Braintree District has a Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (2009).  The Action Plan is 

reviewed annually to determine progress against its indicators and actions.  The Action Plan 

objectives cover four areas: 

 Reduce the Carbon Footprint from all Council services and operations, and reduce CO2 

emissions across the District. 

 Community Leadership through sharing best practice with businesses and residents and 

leading by example. 

 Sustainable Services to ensure that the Council’s assets and operations are able to cope 

with the impacts of climate change. 



 

 

 

 

Sustainability Appraisal for Braintree District Local Plan 13 December 2014 

 Using its Regulatory Powers and influence to ensure future development in the District is 

sustainable and prepared for climate change 

3.25 In 2011, Braintree District consumed more energy than the County average and was the 5th 

highest consumer amongst all local authorities in the County.  A total of 1,245.5 GWh of the 

District’s total 3,092.3 GWh energy consumption was from transport related petroleum products.  

In contrast only 5 GWh of energy consumed is generated from renewable sources.  However this 

is a higher amount than the local authority average for Essex at 2.46 GWh and the second highest 

amount amongst all local authorities in the County.   

3.26 The industry and commercial, domestic and road transport sectors each produce roughly one third 

of the total CO2 emissions from the District in 2008.  The industrial and commercial sector 

produces the smallest amount at 30.3% while road transport produces the most at 36.6%.  When 

compared to the County average of 35.8%, proportionately more emissions of CO2 are produced 

by road transport in the District.  Domestic production is proportionally less in the District at 

33.1% than the County average of 34.5%.  

3.27 At 6.7 tonnes in 2010, residents of Braintree District emitted a slightly higher amount of CO2 per 

capita than the Essex average, which itself reported a return of 6.6 tonnes.  Road transport in 

Braintree District produces the 4th highest amount of CO2 per capita across the County’s 

Districts/Boroughs at 2.5 tonnes, which is only just higher than the County-wide average of 2.4 

tonnes.   

3.28 Braintree District consumed 0.14% of its total energy from renewable sources in 2010, the 2nd 

highest amount amongst Essex Districts/Boroughs and higher than the District/Borough average 

of 0.09%.   

3.29 Up until Sept 2013, Braintree District had issued 847 certificates related to the Code for 

Sustainable Homes, the fifth highest amongst local authorities in Essex and above the local 

authority average of 608.  Of these, 511 certificates were issued at the design stage and 336 post 

construction.  

Water quality and water resources  

3.30 The main water courses running through Braintree District are the Rivers Blackwater, Colne, 

Brain, Pant, Stour and Ter.  Braintree District contains Source Protection Zones and major 

aquifers within the northern half of the District, together with scattered minor aquifers in the 

south of the District.   

3.31 Following a national review of Catchment Abstraction Management Strategies (CAMS) boundaries, 

water resources in the South Essex CAMS (excluding the Mardyke catchment) are now 

incorporated with the North Essex CAMS into the Combined Essex CAMS.  The Combined Essex 

CAMS document sets out the issues for the whole of Essex.  The document splits the County into 

Water Resource Management Units (WRMU), of which two relate to areas which include 

watercourses within Braintree District.  These are WRMU1 and WRMU2.    

3.32 The integrated WRMU status for WRMU 1 was ‘over-abstracted’ and for WRMU 2 it was ‘no water 

available’ at February 2007.  The Combined Essex CAMs Annual Update (March 2008) noted that 

the availability of water within the Roman River / Layer Brook catchment had changed, however 

the water availability and restrictions for the remainder of WRMU 1 had not changed since the 

publication of the CAMS in February 2007.  

3.33 Essex falls within the Anglian River Basin District.  The Anglian River Basin District is subdivided 

into catchment areas and the Essex Rivers catchment area lies within the counties of Essex and 

Suffolk, as well as a small part of Cambridgeshire.  The Combined Essex catchment area is further 

subdivided into water body catchment areas.  The water bodies which are associated with 

Braintree District are: R1, Doomsey Brook; R4, Ter; R16, River Chelmer; R23, Blackwater Pant; 

R91, Brain; R102, Boreham Tributary; and R115, River Blackwater.  The majority of water bodies 

within Braintree District are given a ‘moderate’ current overall potential Water Framework 

Directive (WFD) status.  However the River Blackwater and the River Chelmer are both given a 

‘poor’ current WFD status.  
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3.34 The open character, nature conservation importance and recreational importance of the 

floodplains of the River Stour, Colne, Brain, Pent, Blackwater, Ter Valley and their tributaries and 

the Chelmer and Blackwater Navigation are potentially sensitive to inappropriate development 

close to these watercourses.  

Forthcoming evidence 

3.35 The Council has commissioned an addendum to the 2011 Water Cycle Study to take account of 

increased levels of housing relative to the Core Strategy.  This is expected to be available in 2015. 

Flooding  

3.36 The risk of flooding posed to properties within the District arises from a number of different 

sources including river flooding, sewer and surface water flooding.   

3.37 The Mid Essex Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA), which includes Braintree District, was 

published in October 2007, with an Appendix relating to Braintree District in July 2008.  Flood risk 

issues and flood management strategies identified in this document are outlined below but the 

SFRA provides a detailed analysis of flood risk associated with individual sites identified as 

potential locations for development at that time.  This analysis, together with the planned 

addendum to the SFRA to analyse new sites, will be referenced in the SA of site allocations.   

3.38 Between April 2011 and March 2012 the Environment Agency objected to four planning 

applications on flood risk grounds, of which one was granted.  Two applications were refused on 

the grounds of flood risk on site and one application was withdrawn.  

Fluvial flood risk 

3.39 The dominant fluvial systems within the District are the River Blackwater, the River Brain and the 

River Colne.  These rivers run close to a number of settlements.  The River Brain flows through 

the towns of Braintree and Witham.  The River Blackwater flows through Braintree, Coggeshall, 

Kelvedon and to the south of Witham.  The confluence of the Rivers Brain and Blackwater is 

situated to the south east of Witham town centre.  The River Colne flows through Great Yeldham, 

Sible Hedingham and Halstead.   

3.40 Northern areas of Braintree town are within Flood Zones 2 and 3.  These and other areas 

identified by the Mid Essex SFRA are subject to a higher risk from fluvial flooding.  

Surface water flood risk  

3.41 Surface water flooding can occur from sewers, drains, or groundwater and from runoff from land, 

small water courses and ditches as a result of heavy rainfall.   

3.42 The Mid Essex SFRA found no indication that groundwater flooding forms a significant risk within 

the District.  Approximately 70% of the District is underlain by London Clay, including all of the 

main settlements.  This forms an impenetrable barrier to groundwater at depth, limiting the risk 

from this source. 

3.43 Typically, a Surface Water Management Plan (SWMP) is prepared to identify the causes and 

effects of surface water flooding and recommend the most cost effective way of managing surface 

water flood risk for the long term.  A SWMP identifies areas where the surface water flood risk is 

most severe and designates them as Critical Drainage Areas (CDAs).  Essex County Council is 

currently working on a SWMP and its findings will be reflected in the SA once it becomes 

available. 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)  

3.44 The 2007 SFRA recommended that runoff rates should be restricted for both greenfield and 

brownfield developments in Bocking, Braintree, Witham and Coggeshall in particular.  This is also 

likely to be appropriate within other settlements to ease surface water flooding and drainage 

capacity exceedance.  

3.45 Infiltration techniques are unlikely to be appropriate where the site is underlain by London Clay, 

such as in Bocking, Braintree, Witham, Halstead, Coggeshall and Kelvedon.  Attenuation 

techniques should be imposed in these circumstances.  
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Forthcoming evidence 

3.46 The Council has commissioned an addendum to the 2007 SFRA to assess new locations for 

growth.  This is expected to be available in 2015.  In addition, Essex County Council is currently 

working on a SWMP. 

Cultural heritage and townscape  

3.47 Braintree District is an area of undulating countryside, bordered by the River Stour valley to the 

north.  The area is also drained by the upper reaches of the River Colne and the River 

Pant/Blackwater, as well as many smaller streams and tributaries creating a landscape of gentle 

slopes and small valleys. 5  The historic features of this landscape and of the urban areas 

described below are potentially sensitive to development.  

3.48 The urban areas of the District comprise Braintree, Witham, Kelvedon, Coggeshall and Halstead, 

all of which were medieval market towns, some having their origins in Roman times.  The rural 

settlement pattern was historically very dispersed, comprising church/hall complexes, manors, 

farms, moated sites and small hamlets strung out along extensive network of linear and triangular 

greens, the latter located at road junctions. Post-1950s boundary loss varies widely. 6 

3.49 The River Stour and River Colne valley bottoms are characterised by extensive meadows or 

meadow pasture.  The higher ground between them is characterised by a complex mix of pre-18th 

century irregular fields of probable of medieval origin or older, and common arable field enclosed 

by agreement largely before the mid-19th century.  The Upper Pant/Blackwater valley, and the 

area to the southwest of Braintree town, are characterised by pre-18th century irregular fields.  

The Coggeshall area is complex, comprising a mix of pre-18th century irregular fields and pre-

18th century co-axial fields.  The southern part of the District has a more complex fieldscape with 

a mixture of irregular and regular fields, including some coaxial fields, and enclosed heathlands 

and commons.  The area around Gosfield is notable for its Ancient Woodland and a number of 

large landscaped parks, some of which are medieval in origin, including Gosfield Hall, Gosfield 

Place and Marks Hall park.7 

3.50 In 2013 there were 3,184 listed buildings within Braintree District, the majority of which were 

Grade II.  Listed buildings within the District are fairly widely spread.  Clusters of listed buildings 

can be found in the historic settlements such as Coggeshall and linear patterns are identifiable 

along historic transport routes.  In 2011 there were 22 listed buildings on the ‘at risk’ register 

which is a slight increase from the previous year total of 19.  Braintree District Council is currently 

working on a Local List. 

3.51 The Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) contains approximately 3,459 archaeological 

records relating to Braintree District out of a total of 24,699 for the County.  The 2013 National 

Heritage List for England shows that there are 40 Scheduled Monuments within the District, 37 

Conservation Areas and eight Historic Parks and Gardens.  

Health  

3.52 Life expectancy is increasing and residents in Braintree District have higher life expectancies at 

birth than the national averages, with men living for an average of 79.6 years and women on 

average living 82.8 years.  The health of the population in Braintree District is generally better 

than the England average, but is significantly worse than the England average in respect of road 

injuries and deaths and hip fractures in the over 65s.   

3.53 Obesity in Year 6 children increased from 7.0% to 15.6% between 2008/09 and 2010/11, which 

reflected similar changes to the national average. The level of adult obesity at 25.9% is higher 

than the national average of 24.2% for the period 2006-2008.  

3.54 Participation in sports and active recreation in Braintree District declined between the first Active 

People Survey from 16.3% to only 13.0% in Active People Survey 3; however the latest period 

                                                
5
 Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project, Essex County Council and English Heritage, 2013. 

6
 Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project, Essex County Council and English Heritage, 2013. 

7
 Essex Historic Landscape Characterisation Project, Essex County Council and English Heritage, 2013. 
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corresponding to Active People Survey 4 saw a rise in sports participation and active recreation in 

the District above the County, region and national averages for the first time.  The most recent 

survey also ranks Braintree District as having the third highest rate of sports participation in the 

County.   

3.55 As of Nov 2011, 3.2% of the working age population of Braintree District claimed benefits.  This is 

a smaller proportion than those claiming benefits in the East of England and in England which 

were recorded as being 3.4% and 4.3% respectively.  However, the District did receive a higher 

proportion of residents claiming severe disablement at 19.5% compared to 14.4% of total 

claimants in the region and 12.6% in England.  Of those receiving benefits in Braintree District, 

the majority were seeking incapacity benefits, accounting for 80.5% of total claimants.   

3.56 As of 2010, Braintree District met and exceeded its target to reduce the number of people killed 

or seriously injured in road traffic accidents by 40% of the baseline figure; a reduction of 43.7% 

was achieved.  

Population and social issues 

3.57 As of 2011 the estimated population for the District of Braintree was 147,514 which accounts for 

approximately 10% of the County’s estimated population.  In 2011, the largest proportion of the 

population in Braintree District was aged 25-49.  There was approximately the same number of 

under 16 year olds as those aged 65 plus (males) and 60 plus (females).  

3.58 Braintree District has experienced higher population growth during 2001-2011 at 11.3% than the 

County, the region and England as a whole with 6.4%, 8.6% and 7.4% respectively.  The 

population is predicted to continue to increase, with the 2010 ONS Sub-national Population 

Projection estimating an increase of 23.3% from 2011 to 2035.  The age group projected to see 

the largest growth is those over 65, suggesting increased demand for supported housing, support 

services and need for adaptations to existing housing8.  Household growth projections are 

described under the Housing topic below. 

3.59 5,803 households migrated into Braintree District from outside the area over the last three years.  

The highest proportion had moved from Chelmsford (9.6%), followed by 9.0% who had moved 

from elsewhere in the UK and 7.4% from elsewhere in Essex; only 1.4% had migrated in from 

abroad.  Out‐migration from the District was mainly to elsewhere in the UK; the main reasons for 

leaving the District were family reasons and employment / access to work.  In terms of migration 

patterns from Census 2001 and ONS 2011 data, the main in and out migration to and from the 

District was in Chelmsford, Colchester, Uttlesford and Greater London. 9 

3.60 In 2010, Braintree District was ranked 212th out of the 354 Local Authorities (LAs) in England by 

the Index of Multiple Deprivation (1 being most deprived).  This represents a worsening level of 

deprivation relative to other local authority areas in England than in the 2007 rankings but a 

relatively low level of deprivation overall.  Across Essex, serious deprivation is most prevalent in 

relation to 'Barriers to housing and services' and ‘Education, skills and training'.  In Braintree 

District 26 of 84 small areas are seriously deprived with regards to ‘Barriers to housing and 

services’, and 23 are seriously deprived with regards to ‘Education, skills and training’, however 

both of these levels of deprivation show an improvement on 2007 figures.   

3.61 All crime in the District has increased between 2011/12 and 2012/13.  The largest increase is in 

Domestic Burglary which has increased by 47.2%.  All figures are worse than the County figures 

which generally show a decrease, although burglary has increased countywide by 11.2%.  

3.62 In 2011, 73.9% of pupils in Braintree District achieved 5 or more A* to C GCSE grades or 

equivalent; a 14.8 percentage points increase relative to the 2008 figure, indicating 

improvements in education during this period.  However the proportion achieving at least 5 A* to 

C grades or equivalent in Braintree District is lower than the County, regional and national levels 

of 79.9%, 78% and 80.8% respectively.  In contrast the percentage of pupils in the District 

                                                
8
 Braintree District Council Strategic Housing Market Assessment Final Report 2014 

9
 Braintree District Council Strategic Housing Market Assessment Final Report 2014 
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achieving 5 or more A*-G grades in 2009 was higher at 95.6% than the County, regional and 

national levels.  

3.63 The population of Braintree District has, in general, more qualifications than the overall sub-

national and national populations.  87.9% of the working age population of Braintree District 

which accounts for 80,300 people are qualified to at least level 1 or higher compared to 82.8% 

across the UK.  Level 1 represents foundation GNVQ, NVQ 1 or up to 5 GCSEs at grades A*-C.    

3.64 Braintree District has a slightly larger proportion of the population qualified at Level 2 and Level 3 

than the County average and a slightly lower percentage than the County at Level 4.  However 

compared to the region and the UK the percentage of qualifications in Braintree District at Level 2 

and above is lower than average.  

Economy  

3.65 At 60.08% of the total population, the percentage of the District population that is of working age 

is higher than the Essex average.  The percentage is in line with the region but lower than that of 

the Country.  

3.66 The percentage of the District’s population that are economically active at 83.1% is higher than 

the regional and British averages.  The percentage of the District’s population that are in 

employment is higher at 76.1% than both the British and the regional averages.  

3.67 There are fewer available jobs per single person in the District at 0.60 than the regional average 

of 0.76 and Great Britain at 0.78.  The District’s Core Strategy aimed to deliver 14,000 new jobs 

by 202610. 

3.68 In a survey of 2008 the largest proportion of people work in the ‘Services’ industry for all 

geographical areas.  The proportion is the lowest in Braintree District at 76.7%, compared to 

82.5% in the East of England and 83.5% in Great Britain.  

3.69 The general proportion of full-time to part time jobs, at approximately 2:1, is in line with regional 

and national averages.     

3.70 There were 690 business births in the District in 2012, the 4th highest amongst the Essex districts.  

The business formation rate in Braintree District is consistently above the Essex average.  

3.71 Factories and warehouses accounted for the majority of industrial and commercial floorspace.  

Factory floorspace accounted for a higher proportion in the District that the average for the region 

and for England, whereas retail and offices accounted for a lower proportion in Braintree District 

than the regional and national averages.  

Minerals 

3.72 Seven sites within Braintree District have been identified as preferred or reserved sites for 

primary mineral extraction of sand and gravel in the Essex Minerals Plan, which was adopted in 

July 201411.  These include five sites at Bradwell Quarry, Rivenhall Airfield; one site at Broadfield 

Farm, Rayne; and one site on land at Colemans Farm.  The volume of sand and gravel extracted 

from these sites will need to meet the minerals demand for the whole of Essex created by major 

development and new infrastructure projects within the County. 

3.73 The provision of other forms of development in the District may be constrained by the need to 

safeguard mineral resources for extraction. 

Forthcoming evidence 

3.74 The East of England Forecasting Model (EEFM) developed by Oxford Economics, provides 

projections of economic, demographic and housing trends in a consistent fashion.  The Spring 

2014 baseline forecasts are due to become available shortly. 

3.75 The Council is preparing an Employment Land and Economic Strategy which is expected to be 

available in 2015. 

                                                
10

 Braintree District Economic Development Prospectus 2013/2026, Braintree District Council 
11

 Essex Minerals Local Plan, Essex County Council, adopted July 2014. 
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Housing  

3.76 Braintree District is considered to be a single housing market area by the 2014 SHMA.  There are 

predicted to be 8,000 (13.1%) more households in the District in 2021 than in 2011, driven by 

population growth (see Population and Social Issues topic above) and a reduction in average 

household size from 2.42 persons per household in 2011 to 2.36 in 2021.  The population 

projection analysis carried out by Edge Analytics suggests that the dwellings projection figure for 

Braintree District is that there will be a need for 824 additional dwellings per annum from 2009 to 

2026.  The SHMA ‘stock flow analysis’ suggests a need range of 761 to 883 additional dwellings 

per annum to 2026 .  The 2013 housing needs survey identified a shortfall of 362 market units per 

annum, based on market demand and supply data.  The 2013 Affordable Housing Assessment 

Model identified a shortfall of 399 units a year.  The Council has agreed that work on the new 

Local Plan will proceed on the basis of an objectively assessed housing need figure for the District 

in the period 2014-2033 in the range of 750-950 dwellings per year. 

3.77 Evidence suggests that an overall affordable housing target of 40% can be justified to be 

negotiated from all suitable sites within the District, subject to viability.  The overall affordable 

tenure target balance could be set at 65% for social rent (including affordable rents) and 35% 

intermediate housing.  The SHMA also provides guidance on appropriate property size targets as 

follows:12 

Table 3.1 SHMA guidance on property size targets 

Type of housing 1 to 2 bedrooms 3 to 4 bedrooms 

Social rented 70% 30% 

Intermediate market housing 65% 35% 

Market housing 70% 30% 

3.78 In relation to meeting the housing needs of older people, the SHMA also recommends that the 

Council considers: 

 The type and quality of existing sheltered stock in meeting today’s housing standards and 

preferences and the scale of need and demand for 648 units by 2018. 

 The large future on‐going requirement for ‘extra care’ accommodation to meet the significant 

growth in the number of people over 85. 13 

3.79 Flats are considered to be the entry level stock in the District and the price for a one bedroom flat 

starts at £73,000.  This would require an income of £19,800 and 61.4% of newly forming 

households earn below this amount.  The need for a significant deposit has been a major factor in 

preventing access to the market for new forming households since 2008.  93.8% had less than 

£10,000 in savings and unless significant family financial support is available, these households 

will find it very difficult to access the local market and will be limited to the rental or intermediate 

market.  Access to the private rented housing market is also restricted by cost. 14 

3.80 The District has above average owner occupation (68.8%).  Social rental is 16.4% and private 

rental 13.6%.  In terms of property types, 65.0% of dwellings are detached and semi‐detached 

houses, 24.0% are terraced properties and 10.7% are flats.  38.9% of all stock in Braintree 

District is three bedrooms with 23.4% four or more bedrooms and two bedrooms accounting for 

27.9%.  89.1% of existing households said their current property was adequate for their needs. 15 

3.81 Data from Braintree District’s 2013 Housing Needs Survey shows that 5,272 existing households 

are planning on moving to market housing in the District during the next five years, with the most 

                                                
12

 Strategic Housing Market Assessment, David Couttie Associates (DCA) for Braintree District Council, 2014 
13

 Strategic Housing Market Assessment, David Couttie Associates (DCA) for Braintree District Council, 2014 
14

 Braintree District Council Strategic Housing Market Assessment Final Report 2014 
15

 Braintree District Council Strategic Housing Market Assessment Final Report 2014 
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popular destinations being Braintree, Bocking and Great Notley.  2,188 existing households are 

planning on moving to affordable housing in the District with the most popular location choices 

being Bumpstead, Upper Colne, Yeldham, Stour Valley North, Hedingham and Maplestead, 

Gosfield and Greenstead Green, Stour Valley South, and Three Colnes, followed by Braintree, 

Bocking and Great Notley. 

3.82 In 2012/2013 there were 178 net additional dwellings (taking into account losses/demolitions) 

within the District.  As at April 2013 the Managed Delivery Target for the District is 169 additional 

dwelling per annum to meet their minimum total housing requirement of 9,625 dwellings between 

2001 and 2026, as set out in the Core Strategy.  The most recent annual completion figure is 

above the annual target.  

3.83 The current trajectory shows that by 2026 there will be 9,625 completions across the plan period 

(since 2001).  Projected annual completion figures will be generally lower than the completion 

rates reported between 2001 and 2011 but Braintree District will still exceed its minimum housing 

requirement by 816 dwellings or 108% for the whole plan period.  This is due to supply up to 

2012 substantially exceeding the annual average required to meet the overall housing 

requirement.  Current national policy requires local planning authorities to provide a five year land 

supply of deliverable sites which excludes the current reporting year.   

3.84 A total of 1,584 dwellings have been identified on deliverable sites over the next five years 

starting from 2013/14. This figure increases to 1,755 when the current year is also included. This 

equates to an average annual completion rate of 292 which is above the current published target 

of 247.   

3.85 In 2012/13, 35% of the net dwelling completions, which accounts for 63 dwellings, were 

affordable within the District. To date, the highest proportion of affordable housing achieved 

within the District was in 2009/2010 at 36.7% which accounted for 157 of the total number of 

dwellings completed.   

3.86 Of the 322 new gross dwellings built during 2011/12, 206 were built on previously developed land 

(PDL). Proportionately this is the smallest number of dwellings built on PDL since 2009/10. PDL 

figures no longer include dwellings built on gardens of existing dwellings following a change of 

definition by the Government in June 2010. The previous figures for PDL are therefore not 

comparable with the adjusted figures from 2009/10.  

3.87 In 2011/12 this accounted for 63.98% of the total dwelling provision while the previous year 

dwelling completed on PDL represented 71.25% of the total provision.  Under the old definition 

this would have been 75.78% and 77.29% respectively.  

3.88 The number of homeless people accepted in priority need in Braintree District in 2012/13 was 

164.  Although this is the fourth lowest figure across the study period with the lowest being the 

three previous years (2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12) at 103, 104 and 137 homeless 

acceptances. Prior to this, numbers were either near to 200 or significantly more. The latest figure 

shows a rise in homeless acceptances of 19.7%.  

3.89 As of July 2013 there were 26 Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpersons pitches on 2 

authorised sites in the District. The total number of caravans in the District was 106, of which 78 

were located on authorised sites and 28 on unauthorised sites.  All caravans on the unauthorised 

sites were situated on land owned by Gypsies.  Of the 78 caravans on authorised sites, 40 were 

private while the remaining 38 caravans were socially rented.  The total number of caravans in 

Braintree District represents 10% of the total amount within the County and less than 1% of 

those within England.  Evidence shows that 40 additional pitches are needed in the District by 

2033.16 

Forthcoming evidence 

3.90 The Council is drafting a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment which is expected to be 

available after May 2015. 
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Transport  

3.91 Accessibility by public transport or walking to key services and educational facilities is improved 

considerably within and in close proximity to the three main towns of Braintree, Halstead and 

Witham.  Just over half of residents live in these three main urban areas, leaving a substantial 

proportion living in rural areas where the private car is often the main means of transport.  As 

such the private car is the most common means of getting to work and levels of private vehicle 

ownership are high.  

3.92 Public transport networks in the towns are adequate during the day on weekdays but during the 

evening and in rural areas, the availability of public transport can be limited.  This can make it 

difficult for those without access to a car to access key services and facilities, including the less 

well-off and the District’s growing elderly population.  Cycle networks are fragmented and mainly 

available in Witham and Braintree towns. 

3.93 More than 80% of the population of Braintree District lives within 30 minutes travel time by public 

transport or walking to of each of five key services: primary school, secondary school, 

employment site, retail centre, GP surgery.  The proportion of residents living within 15 minutes 

travel time of these services is primary school 79%, GP surgery 64%, retail centre 62%, 

employment site 59%, secondary school 41%.  

3.94 The proportion of residents of Braintree District who work mainly at or from home is higher than 

the regional and national figures.  

3.95 The major road routes in the District are the A120 and A12.  Rail services between Braintree town 

and London are infrequent, being constrained by its location on a single track branch line.   

3.96 Stansted Airport is located within Uttlesford District but it is a major employer of Braintree District 

residents and it is therefore a major cause of out-commuting, with potential negative effects on 

road congestion and road traffic-related air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions.  The airport 

plans to address these issues by improving the attractiveness of public transport to the airport for 

both staff and passengers, for example offering discounted travel opportunities and working with 

bus, coach and rail operators to provide scheduled services that match working patterns where 

possible17.   
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4 Proposed approach to the SA 

4.1 As described in Chapter 1, the SA work will incorporate the requirements of the SEA Regulations.  

The approach to carrying out the SA for the Braintree District Local Plan will be based on current 

best practice and Government SA/SEA guidance18.   

4.2 The SA will be undertaken in close collaboration with the Braintree District Council officers 

responsible for drafting the Local Plan in order to fully integrate the SA process with the 

production of the Plan.  

4.3 The SEA Regulations set out consultation requirements at the SA Scoping stage. 

Part 3 of the SEA Regulations 12(5) states that: 

“when deciding on the scope and level of detail of the information that must be included in the 

report, the responsible authority shall consult the consultation bodies.” 

4.4 The ‘scope’ includes the range of SA objectives that will be used to assess the effects of the Local 

Plan and the approach to that will be taken to the appraisal of ‘reasonable alternatives’ (see 

below).  The ‘detail’ includes the assumptions that will be made in assessing the Plan against each 

of the SA objectives.  All of this information is contained within the SA Scoping Report which will 

be subject to consultation with the statutory environmental bodies.   

Overarching approach to the assessment  

4.5 Our SA work on the Local Plan will be mindful of the sustainability issues facing the District, such 

as those set out in Chapter 3, and of the need to weigh up potentially opposing sustainability 

effects that are often associated with development.  For example, whilst there may be 

environmental disadvantages associated with some aspects of proposed housing and economic 

development, it is important to strike a balance with the likely social and economic advantages of, 

for example, addressing deprivation and housing need.  Another area where such tensions often 

need to be considered is in weighing up the need to seek support from developers for 

infrastructure and affordable housing against the need to ensure that delivery of housing is not 

threatened by the level of obligations placed on developers. 

Reasonable alternatives 

4.6 In relation to the overarching approach to the assessment, the SEA Regulations require the 

following.   

Part 3 of the SEA Regulations 12(2) require that:  

“The report shall identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects on the environment 

of:  

(a) Implementing the plan or programme; and  

(b) Reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the geographical scope of the 

Plan or Programme.” 

Schedule 2 (h) of the SEA Regulations requires that the Environmental Report includes a 

description of: 

”(h) an outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives dealt with” 
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4.7 Therefore, the SA must appraise not only the policies or site allocations preferred by the Local 

Plan but “reasonable alternatives” to those policies and allocations.  This implies that alternatives 

that are not reasonable do not need to be subject to appraisal.  There is no requirement in the 

SEA Regulations for all possible reasonable alternatives to be subject to appraisal.  Part (b) of 

Regulation 12(2) above notes that reasonable alternatives will take into account the objectives of 

the plan, as well as its geographical scope.  Therefore, alternatives that do not meet the 

objectives of the Local Plan or national policy, or are outside the Plan area are unlikely to be 

reasonable. 

4.8 The objectives, policies and site allocations of the Local Plan and reasonable alternatives are still 

being defined.  The Council’s reasons for selecting the alternatives to be included in the Draft Plan 

and for preferring particular alternatives for inclusion in the Proposed Submission Plan will be 

reported at a later stage in the SA process. 

Types of effect 

4.9 For those alternatives deemed reasonable, the SA will set out their sustainability effects in 

comparative terms. 

The SEA Regulations, Schedule 2(6) require the Environmental Report to consider:  

The likely significant effects on the environment, including short, medium and long term effects, 

permanent and temporary effects, positive and negative effects and secondary, cumulative and 

synergistic effects, on issues such as (a) biodiversity, (b) population, (c) human health, (d) fauna, 

(e) flora, (f) soil, (g) water, (h) air, (i) climatic factors, (j) material assets, (k) cultural heritage 

including architectural and archaeological heritage, (l) landscape and (m) the inter-relationship 

between the issues referred to in sub-paragraphs (a)–(l).   

SA framework 

4.10 The development of a set of SA objectives is a recognised framework within which the likely 

environmental and other sustainability effects of a plan can be described, analysed and compared.  

The SA will therefore take an ‘objectives-led’ approach to the assessment i.e. the effects of the 

policies and allocations within the Local Plan on the baseline will be assessed in relation to a set of 

sustainability objectives. 

4.11 A set of SA objectives was presented in the February 2014 SA Report for the Council’s now-

withdrawn Pre-submission Site Allocations and Development Management Plan.  These were 

subject to consultation with the statutory consultees at that time and no comments were received 

on them.  They were developed from the review of plans and programmes and an analysis of the 

baseline information and key sustainability issues. 

4.12 An up to date review of international and national policy objectives has been carried out, as 

presented in Chapter 2 and Appendix 1.  The baseline information and key sustainability issues 

identified in the February 2014 SA Report have been reviewed and updated to reflect new 

evidence that has become available since that date, as set out in Chapter 3.  Based on this 

information, two amendment have been made to the previously defined SA objectives, namely 

addition of an objective in relation to soil quality and clarification of the wording of the objective in 

relation to sewerage capacity.  This SA framework is set out in Table 4.1 and will form the basis of 

the SA of the Braintree District Local Plan.  Each of the SA objectives is supported by indicative 

appraisal questions to illustrate the types of consideration that will be relevant when assessing 

Plan policies (see Appendix 2) and allocations (see Appendix 3).  Some additions and 

amendments to the appraisal questions have been made since the earlier SA work to broaden 

their scope, for instance in relation to avoiding the sterilisation of mineral reserves. 
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Table 4.1 SA framework for Braintree District Local Plan 

SA objectives 

1) Create safe environments which improve quality of life and community cohesion 

2) To provide everyone with the opportunity to live in a decent home 

3) To improve the health of the Districts’ residents and mitigate/reduce potential health 

inequalities 

4) To promote the vitality and viability of all service centres throughout the District 

5) To achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth 

6) To conserve and enhance the biological and geological diversity of the environment 

7) To promote more sustainable transport choices and uptake 

8) Promote accessibility and ensure the necessary transport infrastructure to support new 

development 

9) To improve the education and skills of the population 

10) To maintain and enhance cultural heritage and assets within the District 

11) To reduce contributions to climate change 

12) To improve water quality and address water scarcity and sewerage capacity 

13) To reduce the risk of flooding 

14) To improve air quality 

15) To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes 

16) To safeguard and enhance the quality of soil 

Form of assessment and use of SA matrices 

4.13 Each policy and site allocation option in the Local Plan will be assessed and a judgement made as 

to the likely effect of the option on the baseline in relation to the SA objectives.  At the Issues and 

Scoping stage, the Local Plan consultation document focuses on presenting issues to the public 

and gathering any ideas they might have on how these might be addressed.  As discussed in 

Chapter 5, it does not yet present genuine alternative policy approaches to addressing the 

identified issues and the SA at this stage is therefore limited to a high level commentary.   

4.14 At subsequent stages, the Local Plan is likely to describe detailed options and their reasonable 

alternatives.  At these later stages, the findings of the SA will be presented in SA matrices, which 

will include a colour coded score for the alternatives against each of the 15 SA objectives, along 

with a concise justification for the score given.  The detailed SA matrices will be presented as an 

appendix to the full SA report. 

4.15 The SA scores will differentiate between significant effects and other more minor effects through 

the use of colour coded symbols, as shown in the key below.  Mixed effects will be recorded for an 

SA objective where there is potential for positive effects in relation to one aspect of the objective 

but potential for negative effects in relation to another.  Temporary effects will be denoted by the 

letter ‘T’ in brackets after the score. 
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Key to sustainability scores to be used in the SA of the Local Plan 

++ Significant positive effect likely 

+ Minor positive effect likely 

0 No or negligible effect likely  

- Minor negative effect likely 

-- Significant negative effect likely 

+/- Mixed effect likely 

? Likely effect uncertain 

(T) Temporary effect 

4.16 The dividing line between sustainability scores is often quite small.  Where we distinguish 

significant effects from more minor effects this is because, in our judgement, the effect of the 

allocation or policy on the SA objective will be of such magnitude that it will have a noticeable and 

measurable effect compared with other factors that may influence the achievement of that 

objective.  

Approach to the SA of site allocations 

4.17 The approach described above applies to the SA of all aspects of the Local Plan.  The Local Plan is 

likely to contain large numbers of site allocation options and a more detailed approach is 

described below for the SA of these.  By setting out clear assumptions to be applied in arriving at 

SA scores for sites, this approach is intended to ensure that the assessed effects are objective, 

transparent, consistent between sites and assessors, and able to be arrived at efficiently. 

Context 

4.18 Braintree District Council has identified a large number of site options that are being considered 

for the Local Plan through its site assessment process – initial estimates suggest that there may 

be in the region of 300 site options to be subject to SA for various land uses.  A large proportion 

of these sites were previously proposed during the development of the Council’s Site Allocation 

and Development Plan and the Council does not intend to re-assess sites for which a decision on 

whether to allocate it has previously been made as part of the earlier plan-making process.  

Where these previously proposed sites represented reasonable alternatives, they have already 

been subject to SA, as reported in the February 2014 SA Report accompanying consultation on 

the Pre-submission Site Allocation and Development Plan and earlier versions of that Plan. 

4.19 The SEA Regulations state that the assessment is concerned with likely significant effects on the 

environment.  They further state that the information to be included in the environmental report 

should take account of the stage of the plan in the decision-making process and the extent to 

which certain matters are more appropriately assessed at different levels in that process.  This is 

in order to avoid duplication of the assessment and information may therefore be provided by 

reference to relevant information obtained at other levels of decision-making.  In addition, 

national Planning Practice Guidance on the level of detail required in an SA states that the SA 

“should focus on the environmental, economic and social impacts that are likely to be significant. 

It does not need to be done in any more detail, or using more resources, than is considered to be 

appropriate for the content and level of detail in the Local Plan.” 

4.20 As a guide to what effects may be considered significant, LUC has made reference to 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) guidance.  Although EIA is a separate process to SA/SEA 
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with different regulatory requirements, the screening stage of EIA is nonetheless concerned with 

whether a proposed project is likely to have a significant effect on the environment.  This is 

recognised in Regulation 5(2) of the SEA Regulations which requires SEA of certain types of plan 

or programme which “set[s] the framework for future development consent of projects listed in 

Annex I or II to Council Directive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of certain public and private 

projects on the environment, as amended by Council Directive 97/11/EC(a)” (i.e. the EIA 

Directive). 

4.21 Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations sets out ‘exclusion thresholds’ below which EIA does not need 

to be considered, provided that the proposed development is not in a ‘sensitive area’ (see 

definition below).  Further guidance is provided by national Planning Policy Guidance, comprising 

indicative thresholds and criteria to help local authorities determine whether significant effects are 

likely from a proposed development and hence whether EIA will be required.  LUC proposes to 

refer to these indicative thresholds and criteria to assist in judgements about the potential for site 

allocations to have significant effects. 

4.22 Taking all of the above into account, LUC proposes an approach to the SA which is designed to 

meet the requirements of the SEA Regulations, focus on those effects which are likely to be 

significant, and draw on previously completed SA work to avoid duplication of assessment.  The 

key features of this approach are described below. 

Reference to relevant information already obtained 

4.23 Although the Council is no longer taking forward its Site Allocation and Development Plan, that 

Plan reached an advanced stage of preparation in 2014, and was published for consultation at 

Draft Plan and Proposed-submission stages in January 2013 and February 2014 respectively.  

Each of these stages was accompanied by an SA Report.   

4.24 The earlier SA work on baseline environmental conditions, sustainability issues facing Braintree 

District and the framework of sustainability objectives against which the effects of the Braintree 

District Local Plan were assessed have been reviewed and remain valid.  They will therefore 

continue to form the basis for the SA of the new Local Plan. 

4.25 Where the Local Plan is now considering sites which have already been assessed during the SA 

Site Allocation and Development Plan, the results of that earlier SA will also be carried forward 

into the SA Report for the new Local Plan.  In placing reliance on this earlier work we will ensure 

that site boundaries have not altered and any representations on the February 2014 SA of the 

Pre-submission Site Allocation and Development Management Plan have been taken into account. 

Focus on effects that are likely to be significant 

4.26 In order to focus the resources available to carry out the SA on those effects that are likely to be 

significant, the SA will apply a tiered approach to appraisal of those allocated sites and their 

reasonable alternatives which have not already been appraised by the earlier SA.  Sites will first 

be subject to a high level, screening assessment to determine whether they are individually 

capable of having significant effects.  If the potential for significant effects exist then the site will 

be subject to detailed assessment; the remaining sites will not be subject to further individual 

assessment, although a separate assessment of cumulative effects will be carried out (see 

paragraph 4.41 below).  Screening out of individual allocations from the SA does not imply that 

they will not have any sustainability effects but rather that such effects are not significant in the 

context of the content and level of detail in the Local Plan; minor effects that may arise from 

development at these sites are more appropriately considered through the development consent 

process.   

High level screening assessment of sites 

4.27 An initial, high level assessment will be used to determine whether sites are individually capable 

of having significant effects.  All sites exceeding certain criteria and thresholds will be deemed to 

have the potential for significant effects and will automatically be flagged for detailed assessment.  

The SA will use the indicative thresholds and criteria for determining significant effects that are 

set out in EIA guidance, as referred to above.  The main EIA thresholds likely to be of relevance 
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to the types of allocation made by the Braintree District Local Plan are the two categories of 

‘Infrastructure Projects’ reproduced in Table 4.2.  Exceedance of one of the exclusion thresholds 

will not be taken to imply that the proposed development will have significant effects but rather 

that more detailed assessment is necessary to determine whether such effects are likely. 

Table 4.2 EIA thresholds indicating the potential for significant effects 

Development type EIA Regulations 
Schedule 2 criteria 
and thresholds 

Indicative criteria and thresholds in national 
Planning Policy Guidance on EIA 

(a) Industrial estate 
development 
projects; 

The area of the 
development exceeds 
0.5 hectare. 

Site area of the new development is more than 20 
hectares. 

(b) Urban 
development 
projects, including 
the construction of 
shopping centres and 
car parks, sports 
stadiums, leisure 
centres and multiplex 
cinemas; 

The area of the 
development exceeds 
0.5 hectare. 

Environmental Impact Assessment is unlikely to be 
required for the redevelopment of land unless the new 
development is on a significantly greater scale than the 
previous use, or the types of impact are of a markedly 
different nature or there is a high level of contamination. 

Sites which have not previously been intensively 
developed: 

(i) area of the scheme is more than 5 hectares; or 

(ii) it would provide a total of more than 10,000 m2 of 
new commercial floorspace; or 

(iii) the development would have significant urbanising 
effects in a previously non-urbanised area (e.g. a new 
development of more than 1,000 dwellings). 

4.28 National Planning Practice Guidance on use of the indicative criteria and thresholds in Table 4.2 

states that in judging the potential for a proposed development to have a significant effect 

consideration should also be given to whether it is in a ‘sensitive area’.  The guidance on EIA 

Screening defines sensitive areas as: 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest and European sites. 

 National Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 World Heritage Sites and scheduled monuments.   

4.29 The EIA guidance goes on to say that other local designations which are nonetheless 

environmentally sensitive, may also be relevant in determining whether EIA is required.  In 

considering the sensitivity of a particular location, regard should also be had to whether any 

national or internationally agreed environmental standards (e.g. air quality) are already being 

approached or exceeded.   

4.30 Taking this EIA guidance on the potential for significant effects as a reference point, the criteria in   
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4.31 Table 4.3 will be used by the SA to indicate whether an allocated site is in a sensitive area and 

should therefore be flagged for detailed assessment.  It should be noted that these criteria are 

additional to the site size/scale of development-based criteria and thresholds in Table 4.2, 

providing an additional check for smaller scale proposals.  We have included all of the ‘sensitive 

area’ criteria listed in EIA guidance.  Many of the environmental receptors which will be 

considered for the types of larger development set out in Table 4.2 have been excluded.   This is 

on the basis that that effect of smaller development would not be significant on the asset/receptor 

as a whole (for example the effect of small scale development in relation to loss of high quality 

agricultural land or sterilisation of mineral reserves).  We have, however, included certain other 

environmental receptors which, in our judgement, are sensitive in a local context and where even 

small development sites may be capable of effects that are significant.   
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Table 4.3 ‘Sensitive area’ criteria indicating the potential for significant effects 

Type of 
‘sensitive area’ 

Criteria indicating 
potential for significant 
effects  

Justification for criteria 

Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest 
and European 
sites 

Any part of allocation falls 
within a SSSI or European 
site, or 

Allocation falls within a 
SSSI Impact Risk Zone for 
the relevant type of 
development. 

EIA screening guidance. 

 

Impact Risk Zones have been developed by Natural 
England as an initial assessment of the potential impacts 
of development proposals on SSSIs. They define zones 
around each SSSI according to the particular sensitivities 
of the features for which it is notified and specify the types 
of development that have the potential to have adverse 
impacts.  They therefore provide a more nuanced 
approach to screening than the EIA guidance.  Since all 
European sites in England are also designated as SSSIs, 
these Impact Risk Zones will also be used to flag the 
potential for adverse impacts on European sites from 
development beyond their boundaries. 

Other biodiversity 
assets 

Any part of allocation falls 
within a locally designated 
wildlife site (Local Wildlife 
Site, Local Nature Reserve), 
or area of Ancient 
Woodland. 

Stipulation in EIA guidance that other local designations 
which are environmentally sensitive may also be relevant. 

National Parks, 
the Broads and 
Areas of 
Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

 

Any part of allocation falls 
within a National Park, the 
Broads or an AONB. 

EIA screening guidance.  The area of search for the 
proposed extension of Dedham Vale AONB will be treated 
as an existing AONB for the purposes of this test. 

 

World Heritage 
Sites and 
scheduled 
monuments 

 

Any part of allocation falls 
within a World Heritage Site 
or scheduled monument. 

EIA screening guidance. 

 

Flood zone Any part of allocation falls 
within Flood Zone 3a or 3b 
or any Critical Drainage 
Areas identified by a future 
Surface Water Management 

Plan (SWMP). 

The importance of potential risk to life or property 
warrants inclusion of smaller scale sites/developments in 
detailed assessment. 

Other heritage 
assets 

Any of allocation falls within 
a Registered Park and 
Garden or Conservation 
Area or a listed building 
falls within the allocation. 

Stipulation in EIA guidance that other local designations 
which are environmentally sensitive may also be relevant. 

 

Overarching approach and assumptions for SA of site allocations 

Having identified sites with the potential for significant effects by reference to the site 
size criteria in Table 4.2 and the ‘sensitive area’ criteria in   
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4.32 Table 4.3, we will then assess their sustainability effects, taking into account factors such as the 

nature of nearby features, pathways between sources of effects and receptors and the 

vulnerability of receptors to effects.  We will use a Geographic Information System (GIS) to 

undertake the assessment of sites.  Appendix 3 sets out the detailed assumptions that will be 

made in assessing the sustainability effects of the reasonable alternative site options for housing 

and for employment that have the potential for significant effects.  The assumptions generally 

relate to the proximity of the site to relevant receptors such as designated biodiversity sites.  

Further assumptions may be developed during the SA process in relation to other land uses.   

4.33 The detailed assumptions in Appendix 3 are based on those developed by Place Services for the 

SA of Braintree District’s now-withdrawn Site Allocations and Development Management Plan.  

The detailed assumptions and the sustainability objectives and key criteria to which they relate 

from the earlier SA work have already been subject to stakeholder consultation and found to be fit 

for purpose.  They also take account of the particular spatial data sets that are available for the 

District.  As previously described, LUC has reviewed the SA objectives and made two 

amendments.  We have also made some modifications to the key criteria and assumptions 

developed by Place Services for SA of site allocations for the following reasons: 

 To amend the significance of effects attributed to certain criteria where LUC’s professional 

judgement differs from that of Place Services.  This has resulted in more criteria giving rise to 

significant rather than minor effects compared to the assessment framework devised by Place 

Services. 

 To reduce the total number of criteria used to assess effects in relation to the SA objectives, 

particularly criteria that will not result in a significant or uncertain but potentially significant 

effect in any circumstances.  This helps to ensure that significant effects are not lost amongst 

large numbers of insignificant effects and that the resources required to carry out the SA are 

appropriate for the content and level of detail in the Local Plan.   

 Where the evidence / data used by Place Services to inform the test are not available to the 

Council. 

4.34 The larger an individual new housing allocation is, the less likely that it can be accommodated 

within the boundary of an existing settlement where it is likely to be closer to existing services 

and facilities.  In general, we have not made any assumptions about new services and facilities 

that will be required as part of large new housing developments, with the following exceptions19: 

 Allocated housing sites with a capacity of at least 700 new houses or 1,000 units (mixture of 

flats and houses) are assumed to incorporate a new primary school and a bus stop with at 

least one bus per day, seven days per week. 

 Allocated housing sites with a capacity of at least 3,000 new houses or 4,000 units (mixture 

of flats and houses) are assumed to incorporate at least one new primary school, a new 

secondary school, a bus stop with at least one bus per hour, seven days per week, plus an 

appropriate level of community facilities. 

4.35 Notwithstanding the changes made to the site assessment criteria, they remain broadly the same 

as those used for previous SA of the Site Allocations and Development Management Plan, allowing 

for a degree of consistency with the site appraisals carried forward from that work. 

4.36 In appraising the effects of potential site allocations, each site will be assessed on its own merits.  

This will facilitate comparison of the positive and negative effects likely to be associated with each 

site, thereby assisting the Council in considering sustainability as part of the site selection 

process.  The potential for the sustainability effects of sites to be modified by other policies in the 

Local Plan will not form part of the assessment of individual sites but rather be considered 

through an assessment of cumulative effects (see below). 

4.37 We have assumed that most of the land area of each allocated site is likely to be developed, 

giving limited scope to avoid constraints.  Accordingly, we have assumed that where 25% 
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 Based on conversation between Braintree District Council and Essex County Council dated 7th November 2014, in relation to 

developer contributions. 
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(typically) or more of an allocated site overlies a constraint, a significant effect is likely to occur.  

Uncertainty exists as to whether significant adverse effects can be avoided by layout of 

development within the site boundary and this is reflected in the detailed site assessment criteria. 

4.38 Many of the detailed appraisal assumptions are proximity based and consider whether an 

allocated site is within ‘walking distance’ of various services, facilities and environmental features.  

Various pieces of research provide a variety of recommended guidance distances for walking.  For 

example, the Institute of Highways and Transportation categorises distances depending upon 

location and purpose of the trip, and ‘desirable’, ‘acceptable’, and ‘preferred maximum’ as set out 

in Table 4.4. 

Table 4.4 Institute of Highways and Transport recommended walking distances 

 Town centres (m) Commuting/School/ 

Sight-seeing (m) 

Elsewhere (m) 

Desirable 200 500 400 

Acceptable 400 1,000 800 

Preferred 

maximum 

800 2,000 1,200 

4.39 For the purposes of the appraisal, a standard straight line ‘walking distance’ of 800 m will be 

assumed, unless otherwise stated.  Professional judgement has been used to vary this standard 

distance in relation to certain services and facilities.  For example, the standard distance of 800 m 

has been used for railway stations but a shorter distance of 400 m has been used for bus stops, 

reflecting the fact that individuals are likely to be prepared to walk greater distances to larger 

scale facilities.  Increasing cycling is also an important sustainability objective for the District and 

positive sustainability scores relating to development allocations being within convenient walking 

distance of services and facilities also reflect the fact that such allocations are also likely to 

increase the proportion of trips made by bike.  

4.40 The SA assumptions include analysis of the proximity of residential areas to main employment 

areas.  Major employment opportunities will be located throughout the District, not only in the 

areas allocated for employment, but also in the Town Centres, retail parks, hospitals, and in small 

scale premises around the towns as well as large scale businesses concentrated at the 

employment areas.  Although there is no guarantee that people will find jobs at the employment 

areas closest to them, it is considered that provision of homes close to major sources of 

employment would support people in making shorter journeys to work. 

Assessing cumulative effects of site allocations 

4.41 All of the methodological steps above aim to assess each site allocation on its own merits.  Once 

the Local Plan development reaches a stage where preferred sites are identified, the cumulative 

effects of all allocated sites at each settlement in the settlement hierarchy will also be assessed.  

This will involve considering the total amount of land and/or development capacity allocated for 

each type of development and the potential for that development as a whole to have significant 

effects on baseline social, economic and environmental conditions in that locality, in relation to 

the SA objectives.  Consideration will also be given to the SA scores assigned to each individual 

site in that locality through the detailed site assessment process described above.   

4.42 The cumulative effects assessment will also consider the extent to which the effects identified are 

likely to be mitigated by strategic or development management policies set out elsewhere in the 

Local Plan, by national planning policy, or by other regulatory mechanisms. 

4.43 Cumulative effects of site allocations on the Plan area as a whole (as opposed to individual 

settlements) will not be considered within the SA of site allocations but through the SA of the 

strategic policies that prescribe the total amount of development of each type to be provided.  

This will also take into account the potential cumulative effects of development with existing or 
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planned development in neighbouring authorities, particularly where settlements adjoin Braintree 

District (e.g. Haverhill and Sudbury). 
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5 Sustainability commentary on Braintree 

District Local Plan Issues and Scoping 

Document 

5.1 The Issues and Scoping document primarily serves to present issues to the public and gather any 

ideas they might have on how these might be addressed, rather than presenting substantive 

policy options.  Given the nature of the consultation document we believe that a meaningful SA of 

it is not possible at this point.  The appraisal process of the policies and site allocations proposed 

by the Braintree District Local Plan and their reasonable alternatives, as described in Chapter 4, 

will therefore commence during the Draft Plan stage and include a full appraisal of reasonable 

alternative sites allocations and policies being considered by the Council, as well as their preferred 

options.  At this early stage of the plan-making process we have, instead, provided a high level 

commentary for each topic area covered by the Issues and Scoping document.  These 

commentaries, which are set out below, discuss the types of sustainability issues that should be 

taken into account when drafting policy options in each topic area and provide a point of reference 

for consultees commenting on the Issues and Scoping document but do not attempt to appraise 

any of the ‘options’ put forward by the consultation document at this stage.   

A prosperous District 

A strong economy 

5.2 The baseline information shows that the population of Braintree District is forecast to grow 

significantly over the Plan period.  Policies to attract new businesses and jobs to the District 

should help to meet the employment needs of these new residents, with economic and well-being 

benefits for those employed and for the wider local economy.  This may also help to reduce 

deprivation in some communities where there are barriers to accessing jobs and training.   

5.3 In order to attract new businesses and to meet the needs of existing businesses that wish to 

expand, the Local Plan’s economic policies will need to ensure that there is enough employment 

land.  The amount to be provided will be informed by a future Employment Land Needs 

Assessment.  Equally, economic policies could lead to the over-provision of employment land.  

Allocating too much employment land may reduce the amount of land available for housing 

development needed to accommodate the forecast population growth during the Plan period, with 

negative effects on meeting housing need. Other negative effects of over-provision may arise in 

relation to urban sprawl.  

5.4 In considering the location for new employment development, the Local Plan should consider the 

needs of the types of business it is seeking to attract to secure positive economic effects, whilst 

balancing these against potential negative environmental or social effects.  For example ensuring 

that sites for warehousing and logistics are close to the trunk road network and rail services will 

enhance their attractiveness to business (with positive economic effects) and help to limit 

additional pressure on local road congestion (with positive effects for the economy, air quality, 

climate change mitigation and health).  Employment sites for businesses with a large workforce, 

such as large service companies (the service sector is the District’s largest employer), will need to 

be close to the main centres of population and public transport hubs to make it easier to attract 

employees (with positive social and economic effects) and to reduce commuting by unsustainable 

modes (with positive effects for air quality, climate change mitigation and health).   

5.5 Factories and warehouses make up the majority of industrial and commercial floor space in 

Braintree District.  Locational policies for this form of employment development will need to 
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consider its potential negative effects on the amenity of nearby residential areas, for example due 

to noise, air pollution, increased traffic congestion, as well as potential negative effects to the 

architectural character or heritage assets of settlements. 

5.6 Another locational consideration is whether to disperse employment sites widely across the 

District or to consolidate employment across fewer sites.  The Local Plan consultation document 

and the Braintree District Economic Development Prospectus 2013-2026 highlight significant 

infrastructure constraints to economic development.  A policy of concentration could improve the 

financial viability of new infrastructure provision, such as high sped broadband, with positive 

economic effects. 

5.7 Flood risk considerations are described under the ‘Climate change and renewable energy’ policy 

topic area below. 

5.8 Local Plan policies could also seek high density development on employment sites and prefer 

previously developed land to greenfield sites.  This could have positive effects in relation to the 

efficient use of land.  It could also limit potential negative effects on the countryside such as in 

relation to the landscape, wildlife or the setting of heritage assets.  This would help to safeguard 

designated wildlife sites across Braintree District. 

5.9 Economic policies might also ensure that, where appropriate, there is targeted growth in rural 

communities.  This could help improve their prosperity by enhancing access to jobs and also 

support the use of sustainable transport modes by rural residents.  Policies for rural economic 

development could also support the tourism sector by helping to provide for the needs of visitors 

to the District’s natural and cultural assets.  This would need to be managed carefully to avoid 

potentially negative effects on heritage sites and local character. 

5.10 Local Plan policies in relation to a ‘Strong Economy’ may also address the needs of business for 

different types of business premises and the potential conversion of one use to another.  For 

example, the Local Plan consultation document identifies increasing requirements for 

homeworking which may lead to policies that support development of live-work units.  As well as 

positive effects on the economy, this might reduce travel times and car usage, which is 

particularly high amongst households in Braintree District.  This could lead to a reduction in traffic 

flows at busy junctions, town and village centres and in doing so, reduce travel times, improve 

local air quality, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Potential Local Plan policies to release 

derelict or unneeded employment sites for other uses, such as residential development, could 

have positive effects in relation to the efficient use of land, provision for the new use (e.g. 

housing), settlement vibrancy, and enhancement of landscape/townscape.   In order to avoid 

potential negative economic effects, such policies would need to be carefully worded to ensure 

that careful consideration is given to whether a site might still help to meet the need for 

employment land, perhaps by other regeneration initiatives such as infrastructure provision.  

5.11 Local plan policies which seek to ensure that educational facilities are provided and protected 

should have positive effects in relation to education and to the local economy.  This might help to 

ensure quality educational premises and environments are available which in turn could indirectly 

help to support an increase in the proportion of the population with 5 A*-C grades, which at 

present, is the lowest in the County and the percentage of the population with qualifications at 

level 2 and above, which is also lower than average.  Having a well-educated population would 

provide a positive effect for the economy, by attracting future businesses and ensuring that there 

is an adequate supply of suitable labour force.   

5.12 A potential indirect positive effect of securing educational facilities is that they could provide 

opportunities for young people to engage in extra-curricular activities, with potential positive 

effects in relation to education, well-being and crime reduction.  It might also provide 

opportunities for people to engage in sports and recreational activities in a safe and supervised 

environment.  This would contribute to the positive effects of the health and wellbeing of 

communities in Braintree District where obesity levels are particularly high and there is a low level 

of participation in physical activity.  With respect to young people, it may also reduce the 

likelihood of anti-social behaviour and criminal activity. 
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5.13 Policies which seek to avoid development which sterilises potential mineral resources could have 

positive economic effects in relation to agriculture and construction respectively.   

Shops and services 

5.14 The population of Braintree District is forecast to grow significantly over the Plan period.  Having 

policies that support retail and other town centre uses (e.g. restaurants, leisure uses, cultural 

uses) will help to ensure that the needs of the growing population are met.  

5.15 In terms of location, concentrating retail and other town centre uses in town and village centres 

should help to ensure that unnecessary travel to access these services is reduced.  This should 

have positive effects on traffic congestion and on traffic-related emissions of air pollution and 

greenhouse gases.   This might be based on the settlement hierarchy with the uses likely to 

experience greatest demand directed to main town centres whilst ensuring that provision in 

smaller centres and villages meets smaller scale local need. 

5.16 Support for retail and other town centres uses would result in positive economic and employment 

effects by retaining spending within the District’s economy rather than in competing centres in 

neighbouring districts.  It might also provide opportunities to increase tourism and support the 

development of associated infrastructure such as hotels.  This could increase diversification in the 

economy and boost the supply of jobs to serve the predicted population growth over the plan 

period.   

5.17 An appropriate balance of uses will need to be sought so that, for example, demand for facilities 

by businesses in the tourist sector does not hinder the availability of space and facilities available 

for local community and cultural facilities, which could have negative effects on local communities 

and the vibrancy of centres.   

5.18 Enhanced town centres could also increase traffic flows and congestion.  Potential negative effects 

include a loss of character, reduced access to services and facilities, and air pollution, all of which 

could reduce the attractiveness of town centres relative to out of town or out of District 

alternatives.  Loss of retail customers could then negatively affect businesses and the economy.  

Therefore, policies designed to boost the attractiveness of town centres, will need to be 

implemented alongside transport and infrastructure improvements.  This might be informed by 

the East of England Forecasting Model, Employment land and economic strategy, and Employment 

Land Needs Assessment or their updated versions.   

5.19 Town centre policies may identify key areas for regeneration.  This might encourage the creation 

of new facilities and refurbishment of existing ones.  It could also lead to the provision or 

restoration of social spaces, lighting and seating.  These improvements could have positive effects 

on settlement character and vibrancy.  It might also create opportunities for social interaction and 

reduce social exclusion.  Other benefits might include an increase in passive surveillance which 

can prevent anti-social behaviour and levels of crime.  

5.20 The regeneration of town centres might also lead to mixed development which includes the 

provision of live-work spaces.  This could benefit the high proportion of people who work from 

home, by providing them with more opportunity to access suitable accommodation from which 

they can conduct their business.  Mixed developments could also include the provision of 

community facilities, with potential positive effects on ensuring that communities have access to 

community facilities, jobs and training opportunities.  It could also produce positive effects of the 

type described above by reducing unnecessary travel.   

5.21 Potential undesirable effects of supporting growth in certain town centre uses such as pubs, 

restaurants and other licensed premises include increased noise, anti-social behaviour and crime 

suffered by people living within the town centre.  

5.22 Concentrating provision of retail and other town centre uses in the District’s main centres will also 

help to avoid pressure for greenfield development and the accompanying potential for negative 

effects on landscape, wildlife or loss of high quality agricultural land.  Regeneration of brownfield 

sites for town centre uses could have positive effects in relation to the efficient use of land and 

provide opportunities to remediate contaminated land, with potential positive effects on air quality 
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and water quality.  It could also have positive effects on the landscape, townscape and settlement 

vibrancy.  

Homes 

5.23 The baseline information shows that the population of Braintree District is forecast to grow 

significantly over the plan period, average household size is set to decline and there will be a 

substantial need for additional housing over the Plan period.  Therefore, policy which significantly 

boosts the supply of housing will have direct positive effects on meeting the accommodation 

needs of local people as well as indirect ones in terms of residents’ health and wellbeing.  In order 

to secure these benefits, Local Plan policies will also need to ensure that the mix of sizes and 

tenures of new housing matches identified need and that the predicted increase in the number of 

older people is catered for through appropriately designed new housing and specialist care 

accommodation, as well as conversions to the existing housing stock.  Potential negative effects 

are strongly dependent on the location and design of new housing, as described below.  Housing 

growth can also provide positive effects in relation to the economy by ensuring that businesses 

can attract local labour and that there is a continued supply of training and job opportunities in 

the construction sector.  This may help to reduce deprivation in some communities where there 

are barriers to accessing jobs and training.  

5.24 Baseline information identifies housing affordability issues in the District and identifies a need for 

delivery of affordable housing.  Local Plan policies that address this need would have positive 

effects in relation to meeting the accommodation needs of local people as well as indirect ones in 

terms of residents’ health and wellbeing and a reduction in the number of households 

experiencing deprivation in relation to housing.  By drawing on the forthcoming Affordable 

Housing Viability Study, policies should be able to avoid potential negative effects in relation to 

deterring housing development in general by placing excessive demands on them to provide 

affordable housing and contribute to essential infrastructure. 

5.25 Policies that provide for specialist accommodation needs, such as those of older people and the 

social rented sector, will also need to consider whether to cluster these together (potential 

positive effects in relation to securing economies of scale and in ensuring the viability of services 

and facilities that cater for this group) or to distribute them through the wider community 

(potential positive effects in relation to social integration). 

5.26 There is a need for 40 additional Gypsy and Traveller pitches in the District by 2033.  Local Plan 

policies that address this need would have positive effects in relation to meeting the 

accommodation needs of local people as well as indirect ones in terms of residents’ health and 

wellbeing and a reduction in the number of households experiencing deprivation in relation to 

housing.  Local Plan policy could also set out criteria to address the location of Gypsy and 

Traveller sites so that they are in close proximity to services.  Providing that this policy adheres to 

national policy guidance and the findings of the Essex GTAA, it could ensure that these 

communities enjoy the same benefits as settled communities in relation to employment, transport 

and climate change mitigation, while also providing opportunities for greater interaction and 

thereby supporting positive effects in relation to social cohesion.  Furthermore, positive planning 

for the location and design of these sites could result in a reduction in the use of unauthorised 

sites and contribute positive effects in relation to crime.  It might also have positive effects in 

relation to a number of and associated impacts upon the landscape, heritage, water quality and 

water efficiency.   

5.27 Policies setting out the spatial strategy for housing growth may choose to provide most new 

housing within or adjacent to existing settlements.  This could have positive effects in relation to 

new residents’ access to local services and their integration within existing communities.  It is also 

likely to help ensure that new housing development is in close proximity to public transport 

networks.  Both of these factors would be likely to help to reduce unnecessary travel and make it 

easier for residents to choose sustainable transport modes.  This would have positive effects in 

relation to the economy, transport congestion, traffic-related emissions of air pollution and 

greenhouse gases, and greater take up of cycling and walking which could contribute positively to 

health and wellbeing and support efforts to reduce obesity levels within the District.  The Council’s 

planned infrastructure study, in tandem with evidence on demographic change and housing need 
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should help to ensure that these benefits can be secured through integrated planning.  To the 

extent that housing at existing main settlements can be accommodated on brownfield land, this 

type of spatial strategy would also offer potential positive effects in relation to efficient use of land 

and a reduced risk of negative effects on the landscape and biodiversity.   

5.28 Conversely, additional development within existing settlements may lead to increase pressure 

upon community services; this could result in negative effects in relation to health and wellbeing 

and continuation of deprivation amongst households who face barriers to accessing services.  

Furthermore the expansion of existing settlements may also lead to increased pressure to expand 

the capacity of road networks.  This could lead to negative effects upon air quality particularly on 

the A12 at Hatfield Peverel, and other parts of the road network such as at Rivenhall and Bradwell 

on the A120 where NO2 exceeds target levels.  It will therefore be important to ensure that the 

Local Plan makes provision for appropriate infrastructure and service provision at areas identified 

for significant housing growth. 

5.29 In relation to rural areas, Local plan policies could set out the location of villages where increased 

housing development would be permitted, informed by evidence on demographic change (the 

forthcoming Edge Analytics-Essex population scenarios), housing need (the 2014 Joint SHMA), 

and the function of and service provision within different settlements across the District.  This 

would help to ensure positive effects in relation to the sustainability and vibrancy of these 

communities and the continued viability of local service provision, whilst avoiding large scale 

development away from the main centres with it potential negative effects in relation to 

sustainable travel patterns, village character, landscape and biodiversity.  

5.30 Flood risk considerations are described under the ‘Climate change and renewable energy’ policy 

topic area below. 

5.31 Local Plan policies on housing location could target development of derelict or contaminated land 

and abandoned buildings.  This could have positive effects in relation to the landscape, 

townscape, reduced pollution, crime reduction and enhanced settlement vibrancy.  Policy support 

to make such ‘difficult’ sites more attractive to developers would also help to ensure that 

sufficient land for housing development is made available with the generic positive effects of 

housing development previously described.   Such regeneration policies could also support local 

economic growth, by increasing the provision of live work units, which could also have positive 

impacts upon transport and community vibrancy. 

5.32 Another potential policy option in relation to housing provision would be support for people who 

wish to build their own homes.  This could result in innovative designs, which could contribute to 

the local character of a particular community or include sustainable construction materials, which 

improve energy efficiency, control ground water, and limit the potential and impact of flooding to 

people and properties.   

5.33 Local Plan policies could set sustainable design standards for new housing.  This could deliver 

positive effects in relation to flooding, energy efficiency/ climate change mitigation, water quality 

and water resource efficiency.  As discussed in relation to affordable housing, such requirements 

would need to be informed by a viability assessment to avoid potential negative effects on 

housing delivery.  

Transport and infrastructure 

5.34 Braintree District is substantially rural and outside of the three main towns of Braintree, Halstead 

the private car is often the primary mode of transport.  Public transport services are limited 

outside of these main towns and cycle networks are fragmented. 

5.35 The Local Plan is limited in its ability to directly influence transport issues since road networks are 

under the responsibility of the County Council and Highways Agency and rail networks are the 

responsibility of Network Rail.  Nevertheless, the Local Plan has the potential to deliver positive 

sustainability outcomes in relation to transport by seeking to direct forms of development with a 

high demand for transport to locations that are well served by transport networks, by locating 

homes, jobs and services/facilities close to one another and by supporting development of safe 

and convenient walking and cycling routes.  
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5.36 In terms of the kinds of policies that could be included, Local Plan Policies could focus on 

increasing the capacity of the existing transport network.  For instance increasing the provision 

and frequency of local buses within rural areas will help to ensure that residents can travel around 

the District using sustainable transport, which is particularly important in the evenings when 

current services are limited.  This could help to increase these communities engage in the night 

time economy within town centres, providing positive effects in relation to social cohesion and 

economic development.   

5.37 Local Plan policies might safeguard land for new transport infrastructure to be provided by other 

bodies, for example developments such as a Braintree rail loop to allow more frequent train 

services to the town.  This would help increase the choice of available transport reduce road 

congestion and in doing so provide positive effects in relation to transport.  It might also boost 

the attractiveness of Braintree Town centre enabling to better compete for business and 

investment with other town centres.  There might also be positive effects in relation to the 

environment (climate change mitigation, air quality and biodiversity).  However Braintree District 

has a significant number of conservation areas, listed building and other heritage assets and there 

these policies could negatively change the setting of these within towns and villages.  

5.38 However, the expansion and provision of services will need to be made on a robust evidence base 

of need, which could be informed by the forthcoming Infrastructure study. 

5.39 Statistics show that Braintree District has a higher than average obesity level and that there is a 

lower than average participation in physical activity.  Local plan policies could help to improve the 

health outcomes of Braintree District residents by supporting the development of the cycleway 

network.  Local plan policies might also include measures to address the fragmentation and 

condition of existing cycleways in Braintree and Witham.  In addition to potential positive effects 

on health and well-being, this could have positive effects upon transport by reducing congestion 

and road accidents.   

5.40 A significant number of District residents work from home and therefore Local Plan policies could 

provide support for this type of working pattern, for example through provision of live-work units 

and securing developer contributions to high speed internet infrastructure.  This might be 

particularly important in rural communities, where access to services, education, and training 

might be limited due to a lack of communications or access to transport.  This might help 

households in some of these communities; overcome barriers to training and employment, which 

is a major cause of deprivation in the District. 

5.41 In line with national trends, the population of Braintree District is ageing.  Local plan policies could 

include strategies to address access for an ageing population and individuals with reduced 

mobility.  For instance, policies might include the upgrading of stations and buses for step free 

access or improvements to pedestrian walkways so that they are more accessible for people who 

are visually impaired.  These kinds of initiatives can result in positive effects upon the landscape 

and social cohesion as well as improving health and wellbeing of these groups. 

5.42 Local Plan policies should consider current and future business needs and the types of businesses 

it is seeking to attract as well as those of major employers of the District’s residents that are 

located outside the District, such as Stansted Airport.  This could be informed by the forthcoming 

Employment Land Needs Assessment study and updated Employment Land and Economic 

Strategy Review.  The service sector is the largest employer within Braintree District and often 

relies on the availability of high speed broadband and communications infrastructure.  Positive 

effects on employment and the economy are therefore likely from policies which support 

development of such infrastructure. 

5.43 Factories and warehouses make up the majority of commercial / retail spaces within the District.  

These businesses often rely on being close to trunk roads and railway services.  Therefore, 

transport requirements should inform employment land allocation to ensure that they produce 

positive economic effects, while limiting potential negative effects on the environment in relation 

to air quality, climate change mitigation, health and transport congestion. 

5.44 Although not within the remit of the Local Plan, plans for housing and employment development 

should be accompanied by consideration of transport infrastructure capacity and joint working 



 

 

 

 

Sustainability Appraisal for Braintree District Local Plan 39 December 2014 

with the responsible bodies to avoid negative effects in relation to economic growth, air pollution 

(particularly at some junctions where the level of NO2 exceeds targets) and access to services and 

facilities. Local Plan policies might also include mechanisms to gather developer contributions 

towards infrastructure required to support development, including new road schemes, schools, 

community services, sports and leisure facilities and green infrastructure.   This will be important 

in terms of meeting the needs of an increasing population and provide a wide variety of positive 

effects.  This will need to be informed by an updated evidence base, including the forthcoming 

Infrastructure Study.   

Creating better places 

Community facilities 

5.45 The baseline information suggests that the population of Braintree District is expected to grow 

significantly over the plan period.  Policies that are designed to provide protection of community 

facilities such as local shops, meeting places, sports facilities, public houses, religious buildings 

and designated green spaces will help to ensure that there is sufficient social infrastructure to 

meet the needs of communities. 

5.46 When considering the location of development, local plan policies could help to ensure that 

community facilities are fully integrated into new residential development or within easy access to 

them.  This could have positive effects in relation to transport by reducing the number of journeys 

and road traffic congestion.  Other related positive effects of this relate to air quality, greenhouse 

gas emissions and health.  It may also help to reduce deprivation in some communities where 

there are barriers to accessing housing and services.  Locations for provision of community 

facilities should therefore make reference to the District’s settlement hierarchy, public transport 

network, and the findings of housing evidence reports such as the Joint SHMA and forthcoming 

SHLAA.  It will also be important to ensure that community facilities, especially those serving 

young people or older people as well as sports and recreation facilities, are in environmentally 

suitable locations, for example in relation to air quality.  This is particularly relevant in known air 

pollution ‘hotspots’ on the road network such as at Foxden in Rivenhall, Bradwell on the A120 and 

at Chipping Hill in Witham where NO2 exceeds target levels.  

5.47 Local Plan policies could also help to ensure that rural communities have access to vital 

community services such as grocery shops, a post office, and where appropriate primary schools 

and pubs.  This would help to ensure that these communities remain places that people want to 

live and support more sustainable travel patterns.  It would also support local economies by 

ensuring that there is the availability of local business and employment opportunities.  

Conversely, if not subject to appropriate criteria, policies to support development of community 

facilities serving rural communities could have a negative effect upon land use and biodiversity as 

dispersing development could result in large scale out-of-town development in rural areas 

designed to attract people from beyond the local area. 

5.48 In terms of the type of development of community facilities to be supported, Local Plan policies 

could identify communities where there is a need for provision or expansion of commercial 

services such as local shops, informed by the forthcoming updated Employment Land and 

Economic Strategy and Employment Land Needs Assessment.  The scope of facilities which could 

be considered as a community facility is quite broad.  Local plan Policies might therefore identify 

services which are deemed important for communities and set out which ones are important to 

communities based on their size, social make up or location within the District.  

5.49 Local Plan policies could also include measures, which protect Community Orchards and 

woodlands such as Chalkney and Bovington Hall Woods, or enhance other elements of green 

infrastructure networks.  This would provide residents and visitors with the chance to enjoy 

natural greenspace and engage with local wildlife with positive effects for health and wellbeing 

and provided they are appropriately managed, with limited potential negative effects for local 

biodiversity.   
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Creating high quality spaces 

5.50 It is anticipated that there will need to be significant built development in the form of housing, 

employment, retail facilities and accompanying infrastructure in order to cope with the expected 

increase in the population in Braintree District over the plan period.  Local Plan policies that 

encourage good design in this development should have positive effects for townscape and 

heritage.  

5.51 In terms of location, baseline data suggests that heritage assets are scattered across the District, 

with some large clusters of Listed Buildings focused within historic settlements like Finchingfield 

and Coggeshall, with the majority of conservation areas contained with major towns and villages 

with historic centres.  Local Plan policies could seek to conserve and enhance these assets and 

also identify undesignated sites and buildings within towns for inclusion in local heritage 

designations.  As well as delivering positive effects in relation to the conservation of heritage 

assets, this could support efforts to improve the local setting and attractiveness of town centres 

to tourism, which could aid business growth and employment. 

5.52 Braintree District does not include any AONBs but an application for westward extension of the 

Dedham Vale AONB into the District is under consideration by Natural England.  Local Plan policies 

could give consideration to protecting the landscape of the area of search and other areas of high 

landscape value, for example by avoiding large scale greenfield development and by establishing 

design guidance so that development proposals in sensitive locations respect local buildings 

styles, with positive effects for the landscape and townscape.  However if too stringent, design 

restrictions could have a negative effect on development viability or limit the provision of 

affordable housing.  To overcome this risk, these policies will need to be based on evidence 

regarding landscape sensitivity found within the forthcoming update to the District’s Landscape 

Character Assessment. 

5.53 Local Plan policies could also support efforts to improve the townscape of undesignated town 

centres and villages to tourists, including through redevelopment of derelict sites and bringing 

vacant buildings back into positive use, which could have positive effects on business growth and 

employment.  This could be particularly beneficial in those communities where barriers to training 

and employment are the main cause of deprivation amongst some households.  Local Plan policies 

could also encourage the appropriate re-use of vacant Listed Buildings for retail and offices and in 

doing so support investment for their maintenance.  This might be of particular benefit for the 

service sector, which is the largest within Braintree District, yet retail and office space accounts 

for the lowest proportion of business units in use within the District.  As well positive effects on 

heritage assets, this could have positive effects in relation to efficient use of land by reducing the 

need for greenfield development and in relation to the local economy by providing employment 

space.  Such policies would need to be informed by robust evidence which sets out the local 

supply of and demand for employment space, including the forthcoming Employment Land and 

Economic Strategy. 

5.54 Local Plan design policies might be considered, for example to encourage the use of locally 

sourced, sustainable building materials.  This could have positive effects in relation to the cultural 

heritage settlements by emphasising local building styles and practices.  Use of sustainable 

design, materials and construction methods can also reduce building and maintenance costs, 

although it may be necessary for the Council to work with partner organisations to secure or 

publicise grant assistance or tax incentives to encourage uptake of these construction practises.  

Such policies could result in positive effects in relation to the economy, heritage, townscape and 

climate change mitigation. 

5.55 Where appropriate, Local Plan policies could support the provision of community facilities and 

open space into new development, with positive effects in relation to access to services, health 

and wellbeing and settlement vibrancy 

5.56 Local Plan policies in this topic area could also address the question of development density.  

Higher density development and its ability to support more compact settlements can have positive 

sustainability effects in relation to efficient use of land and the related avoidance of negative 

effects on landscape, biodiversity and high quality agricultural land; the ability to locate housing, 

employment and community services more closely to each other and to transport hubs with 
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related positive effects in relation to sustainable travel patterns, air quality, greenhouse gas 

emissions and avoidance of traffic congestion.  However, negative effects may arise from higher 

density development in relation to reduced daylight/sunlight, inadequate room sizes in dwellings, 

increased noise levels, insufficient open space provision (both private and communal), and 

negative effects on townscape or the setting of heritage assets.  To reduce the risk of such 

negative effects, Local Plan policies that seek high density development should also provide 

design guidance to protect residential amenity and to ensure adequate infrastructure provision 

alongside development. 

A healthy and active District 

5.57 Statistics show that Braintree District has a higher than national average obesity level and a lower 

than average participation rate in physical activity.  Local Plan policies which seek to retain or 

enhance sports and recreational facilities are likely to increase opportunities for local residents to 

engage in physical activity and therefore create direct positive effects in relation to health and 

wellbeing and a potential indirect positive effect in relation to the economy by helping to ensure 

that they are fit and healthy to participate in the labour market. 

5.58 Braintree District is predominately rural and therefore provides opportunities for informal 

recreation in the open countryside.  Local Plan policies in this topic area could help to protect and 

enhance publicly accessible green spaces in the countryside and facilitate sustainable travel 

options to them from the main centres of population.  This could be informed by the Council’s 

forthcoming Open Space Study.   

5.59 Local Plan policies could also support access to the District’s wildlife sites.  Potential positive 

effects in addition to those described for sport and recreation above include economic benefits of 

increased visitors and more local training and job opportunities in wildlife management and 

tourism.  Increased access to wildlife sites would need to be carefully managed, for example by 

Local Plan policies that secure developer contributions for site wardening, to avoid potential 

negative effects in relation to increased visitor pressure on vulnerable sites. 

5.60 Where the need for additional or enhanced provision is identified by the forthcoming Open Space 

Study, Local Plan policies could support the provision or enhancement of publicly accessible open 

space within or adjacent to settlements with similar positive effects to those described for sport 

and recreation facilities above.  Provision at smaller, rural settlements could help to promote 

business within certain sectors (e.g. outdoor sports or festivals) and provide a venue for 

community events.  This could provide positive effects for village economies by increasing 

business for local shops and restaurants in these centres, as well as positive effects in relation to 

community vibrancy.  

5.61 Local Plan policies could also support opportunities for people to grow their own food, for example 

by protecting or creating allotment spaces.  Alternatively, Local Plan policies might include design 

principles which encourage the integration of green roofs, flowerbeds and community garden 

areas within new housing developments.  Such policies could have positive effects in relation to 

health and wellbeing and reduction of food miles and indirect benefits in relation to townscape 

and community cohesion. 

5.62 Local Plan policies could restrict certain developments in order to help residents make healthier 

choices or limit the impact of the environment upon their health.  For instance, it could place 

restrictions on fast food restaurants in proximity to schools or restrict development of vulnerable 

uses such as playing fields, schools and hospitals close to busy roads that generate high levels of 

air pollution. 

5.63 Local Plan policies could also help community health facilities to promote the use of parks, leisure 

centres and community gardens by locating them in close proximity to each other and through 

working with partner bodies.  For instance, healthcare professionals could collaborate with local 

leisure centres and park managers to provide a referral service for patients on low incomes to 

participate in subsidised sport or ‘green gyms’.  This would result in positive effects for the access 

to community services and open spaces as well as for health and wellbeing by increasing activity 

levels, helping to address related forms of deprivation within the District.   
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Protecting the environment 

Climate change and renewable energy 

5.64 The Mid Essex SFRA identifies a number of areas of the District that are subject to high flood risk, 

for example northern areas of Braintree town within Flood Zones 2 or 3.  Local Plan policies that 

seek to avoid locating vulnerable uses in areas of high flood risk, following the Technical Guidance 

to the NPPF, will have positive effects in relation to flood risk and adapting to the effects of 

climate change.  Local Plan policies could also seek to reduce flood risk posed to communities 

from new developments upstream and provide adaptation to the effects of climate change by 

requiring SuDS measures or new planting designed to reduce surface runoff rates, store rainwater 

and increase infiltration of rainwater where these are technically feasible.  In addition to positive 

effects in relation to flood risk, such measures could have positive effects in relation to 

biodiversity, air quality, climate change mitigation and water quality by providing additional 

habitats, absorption of pollutants, shading and natural water cleansing.  Flood risk policies should 

be informed by the forthcoming addendum to the SFRA, which will assess new locations for 

growth, and by the Surface Water Management Plan being produced by Essex County Council. 

5.65 In relation to renewable energy, there is a variety of energy sources and technologies, not all of 

which will be suitable for implementation within Braintree District.  Local Plan policies could set 

out what forms of renewable energy might be used and where.  These could help to avoid 

potential negative effects on the landscape, character and setting of historical or cultural heritage 

assets, or on high quality agricultural land whilst delivering positive effects in relation to climate 

change mitigation and addressing fuel poverty.  There are a number of communities in the north 

of the District which would benefit from measures to improve access to cheaper and more 

efficient energy sources, in order to reduce the impact of fuel poverty.  Local Plan policies could 

identify these communities and set out strategies to support community energy initiatives.  This 

could enable efforts to reduce fuel poverty and thereby contributing positive socio-economic 

effects as well as climate change mitigation. 

5.66 An understanding of the energy infrastructure needs of the District and the potential opportunities 

to pursue them will need to be informed by the forthcoming Infrastructure Study and updated 

Landscape Character Assessment, as well as economic studies and the recently published Joint 

SHMA.  

5.67 Water resources are scarce in the East of England and climate change and increased levels of 

development are likely to exacerbate this.  The Local Plan could specify where water efficiency 

measures in new development with potential positive effects on this aspect of sustainability.  

Depending on the reasons for the current ‘poor’ Water Framework Directive status of the River 

Blackwater and River Chelmer, it may be appropriate to target such measures to particular 

catchments within the District.  Braintree District has a large number of heritage assets, including 

Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas which are scattered throughout the District.  Where 

appropriate, Local Plan policies could identify concentrations heritage assets where there might be 

a particular need to provide added to protection against the risk of flooding.  It could also set out 

policies to ensure that measures to improve the energy efficiency of buildings or to generate 

renewable energy do not harm historic buildings.  This would have positive effects in relation to 

heritage assets, local townscape and character, and climate change mitigation.  

5.68 Braintree District has three major towns with a number of villages scattered across the landscape.  

Local Plan policies which seek to encourage decentralised and renewable energy source might 

target compact settlements and those with major heat or power users such as Braintree Leisure 

Centre or Braintree town’s hospitals.  This would provide positive effects in relation to climate 

change mitigation, renewable energy, air quality and health and wellbeing. 

Nature conservation and landscape character 

5.69 Braintree District is predominately rural with distinctive and attractive landscapes.  The landscape 

will be placed under increased pressure from development over the plan period as the population 

in Braintree District increases.  Policies which encourage development that respect the local 

landscape through appropriate scale, design and use of materials are likely to ensure that the 
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potential negative effects of development on the landscape are reduced.  This will also help to 

ensure that the District’s towns and villages remain distinctive in character, form and pattern.  

Policies that ensure development respects landscape and townscape could also have positive 

effects in relation to the visitor economy.   

5.70 In terms of location, Local Plan policies will need to establish principles for identifying suitable 

housing, employment and retail land which limits potential negative effects on the landscape and 

biodiversity.  This is likely to be important in relation to the area of Braintree District which 

includes the Upper Stour Valley, the candidate area for extension of the Dedham Vale AONB.  

Local Plan policies could include design criteria specifically for development within this area which 

is consistent with the environmental, social and economic objectives of the Dedham Vale AONB 

and Stour Valley Management Plan.  This could also result in wider economic and social benefits 

for the communities in the surrounding villages, and could help to ensure that there is improved 

access to work, which is a cause of deprivation in some communities.  However, promoting the 

attractiveness of this area via its designation as an AONB could have unintended consequences in 

terms of the effects of additional visitors on road traffic congestion and local habitats.  It could 

also increase demand for holiday homes, creating affordability issues for local people.  Local Plan 

policies which seek to conserve and enhance the landscape of the Upper Stour Valley will need 

include measures to manage these potential negative effects. 

5.71 Legislation and national guidelines rather than Local Plan policies address the potential risks in 

relation to water quality and flood risk of development within or nearby watercourses.  However, 

the Local Plan could include polices to address potential negative effects on water quality and 

aquatic biodiversity from increased discharges of treated wastewater associated with housing 

development.  The Water Cycle Study and forthcoming addendum should identify locations where 

insufficient wastewater treatment capacity may be an issue and the Council can then work with 

the water company and Environment Agency to determine whether capacity issues can be 

overcome and the timetable for this to inform the Local Plan’s timetable for housing delivery, 

thereby avoiding potential negative effects on the aquatic environment. 

5.72 Another locational factor which could be addressed within this topic area of the Local Plan is the 

need to avoid development in areas of high biodiversity value, wherever possible, and to mitigate 

or compensate for negative effects on biodiversity if harm from development cannot be avoided.  

In addition to avoiding harm, Local Plan policies are required by the NPPF to seek to enhance 

biodiversity.  This may take the form of policies which seek to allocate new areas of natural 

greenspace or to enhance existing ones, including via support from developer contributions, so 

that ecological networks can be restored.  Such policies, which would have direct positive effects 

in relation to biodiversity and indirect ones in relation to delivery of ecosystem services, should be 

informed by evidence of the current location and condition of BAP priority habitats and other 

valuable biodiversity assets. 

5.73 Other measures which might be included in the Local Plan, could promote the remediation of 

contaminated land and set out environmental standards which developers must meet in relation 

to reusing these sites, and acceptable uses for them.  These policies would bring about positive 

effects in relation to the landscape, townscape, efficient use of land and pollution prevention.  

Positive effects in relation to soils could also be secured by Local Plan policies that seek to avoid 

the loss of high quality agricultural land to development, avoid the pollution of soils and ensure 

effective soil protection during construction and development. 
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6 Consultation and next steps  

6.1 To meet the requirements of the SEA Directive, the views of the three statutory consultees 

(Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency) should be sought in relation to 

the scope and level of detail to be covered by the SA of the Braintree District Local Plan.  This 

requirement is being met by publishing this SA Scoping Report for consultation with the three 

statutory bodies for a five week period.   

6.2 As the Issues and Scoping document can be considered to be early draft of the Local Plan and we 

have provided commentary on the sustainability issues it raises, consultation on this SA Report 

should also be extended to the public. 

Consultees are asked to consider the following questions in particular: 
 

 Are any significant sustainability issues or opportunities missing or misrepresented in the 

sustainability profile for the area covered by or potentially affected by the Local Plan?  If so, 

please provide evidence to support suggested additional issues. (Chapter 3) 

 Do the SA objectives and associated SA methodology provide a reasonable framework with 

which to address the likely significant sustainability effects of the Local Plan? (Chapter 4, 

Appendix 2, Appendix 3) 

 

6.3 Comments should be sent to: 

Planning Policy 

Causeway House 

Braintree 

Essex 

CM7 9HB 

Email: planningpolicy@braintree.gov.uk  

 

6.4 Responses from the consultees will be addressed in the subsequent stages of the SA.  The next 

formal output of the SA process will be at the Draft Plan stage, during which preferred and 

reasonable alternative policy and site allocation options for the Local Plan will be appraised.  The 

results of this assessment will inform the Braintree District planning team in their preparation of 

subsequent iterations of the Local Plan.  The SA of the Draft Local Plan will be presented in an SA 

report which will be published for public consultation alongside the Draft Plan (currently scheduled 

for consultation in late 2015).  A further SA report will accompany consultation on the Proposed 

Submission Local Plan. 

mailto:planningpolicy@braintree.gov.uk
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Appendix 1  

Review of other relevant plans and programmes 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

INTERNATIONAL 

EU Directives  

SEA Directive 2001 

Directive 2001/42/EC on 
the assessment of the 
effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the 
environment 

Provides for a high level of protection of the 
environment and contributes to the integration of 
environmental considerations into the preparation and 
adoption of plans and programmes with a view to 
promoting sustainable development. 

The Directive must be applied to plans 
or programmes whose formal 
preparation begins after 21 July 2004 
and to those already in preparation by 
that date. 

 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive at 
the national level. 

 

Requirements of the SEA 
Directive must be met in 
Sustainability Appraisals. 

 

The Industrial Emissions 
Directive 2010 

Directive 2010/75/EU on 
industrial emissions 
(integrated pollution 
prevention and control) 

Lays down rules on integrated prevention and control 
of pollution arising from industrial activities.  It also 
lays down rules designed to prevent or, where that is 
not practicable, to reduce emissions into air, water 
and land and to prevent the generation of waste, in 
order to achieve a high level of protection of the 
environment taken as a whole. 

The Directive sets emission limit 
values for substances that are harmful 
to air or water. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question for reducing 
pollution. 

Energy Performance of 
Buildings Directive 2010 on 
the energy performance of 
buildings 2010/31/EU 

The Directive aims to promote the energy 
performance of buildings and building units.  

It requests that member states adopt either national 
or regional methodology for calculating energy 
performance and minimum requirements for energy 
performance. 

No targets or indicators. Policies and site allocations 
should take account of the 
Directive as well as more 
detailed policies derived from 
the Directive contained in the 
NPPF. 

Include SA objective 
relating to the energy 
performance/efficiency of 
existing and proposed 
buildings. 

The Birds Directive 2009 

Directive 2009/147/EC is a 
codified version of Directive 
79/409/EEC as amended 

Requires the preservation, maintenance, and re-
establishment of biotopes and habitats to include the 
following measures: 

 Creation of protected areas. 

 Upkeep and management in accordance with 
the ecological needs of habitats inside and 
outside the protected zones. 

 Re-establishment of destroyed biotopes.  

 Creation of biotopes. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Policies should make sure 
that the upkeep of recognised 
habitats is maintained and 
not damaged from 
development.  

Should also avoid pollution or 
deterioration of habitats or 
any other disturbances 
affecting birds.   

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions for the protection 
of biodiversity. 

The Waste Framework 
Directive 2008 

Aims to prevent or reduce waste production and its 
harmfulness and to increase the recovery of waste by 

Development of clean technology to 
process waste and promote recycling. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

Directive 2008/98/EC on 
waste 

means of recycling, re-use or reclamation.  Aims to 
achieve recovery or disposal of waste without 
endangering human health and without using 
processes that could harm the environment. 

 well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

 

questions that minimise 
waste production as well as 
promote recycling. 

 

The Air Quality Directive 
2008 

Directive 2008/50/EC on 
ambient air quality and 
cleaner air for Europe 

Avoid, prevent and reduce harmful effects of ambient 
noise pollution on human health and the environment. 

No targets or indicators. Allocate sites and develop 
policies that take account of 
the Directive as well as more 
detailed policies derived from 
the Directive contained in the 
NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to maintain and 
enhance air quality. 

The Floods Directive 2007 

Directive 2007/60/EC on 
the assessment and 
management of flood risks 

Establishes a framework for the assessment and 
management of flood risks, aiming at the reduction of 
the adverse consequences for human health, the 
environment, cultural heritage and economic activity 

associated with floods. 

Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments to 
be completed by December 2011. 
Flood Hazard Maps and Flood Risk 
Maps to be completed by December 

2013. Flood Risk Management Plans to 
be completed by December 2015. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 

contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions that relate to 
flood management and 

reduction of risk. 

The Water Framework 
Directive 2000 

Directive 2000/60/EC 
establishing a framework 
for community action in the 
field of water policy 

Protection of inland surface waters, transitional 
waters, coastal waters and groundwaters. 

 

All rivers, lakes, streams, canals, and 
groundwater (known as waterbodies) 
must be in good ecological status (i.e. 
clean and healthy) by 2027. The UK 
has a legal obligation to meet this 
target and Local Authorities have a 
duty to work to achieve this. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect and 
minimise the impact on 
water quality. 

 

The Landfill Directive 1999 

Directive 99/31/EC on the 
landfill of waste 

Prevent or reduce negative effects on the environment 
from the landfilling of waste by introducing stringent 
technical requirements for waste and landfills. 

Reduce the amount of biodegradable 
waste sent to landfill to 75% of the 
1995 level by 2010. Reduce this to 
50% in 2013 and 35% by 2020. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to increase 
recycling and reduce the 
amount of waste. 

The Drinking Water 
Directive 1998 

Directive 98/83/EC on the 
quality of water intended for 
human consumption 

Protect human health from the adverse effects of any 
contamination of water intended for human 
consumption by ensuring that it is wholesome and 
clean. 

Member States must set values for 
water intended for human 
consumption. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect and 
enhance water quality. 

The Packaging and 
Packaging Waste Directive 

Harmonise the packaging waste system of Member 
States. Reduce the environmental impact of packaging 

By June 2001 at least 50% by weight 
of packaging waste should have been 
recovered, at least 25% by weight of 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to minimise the 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

1994 

Directive 94/62/EC on 
packaging and packaging 
waste 

waste. 

 

the totality of packaging materials 
contained in packaging waste to be 
recycled with a minimum of 15% by 
weight for each packaging material. 

derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

environmental impact of 
waste and promote 
recycling. 

 

The Habitats Directive 1992 

Directive 92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora 

Promote the maintenance of biodiversity taking 
account of economic, social, cultural and regional 
requirements. Conservation of natural habitats and 
maintain landscape features of importance to wildlife 
and fauna. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect and 
maintain the natural 
environment and important 
landscape features. 

 

The Nitrates Directive 1991 

Directive 91/676/EEC on 
nitrates from agricultural 

sources. 

Reduce water pollution caused or induced by nitrates 
from agricultural sources and prevent further such 
pollution. 

Identification of vulnerable areas. Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 

derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to reduce water 

pollution. 

The Urban Waste Water 
Directive 1991 

Directive 91/271/EEC 
concerning urban waste 
water treatment 

Protect the environment from the adverse effects of 
urban waste water collection, treatment and 
discharge, and discharge from certain industrial 
sectors. 

No targets or indicators. Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to reduce water 
pollution. 

European plans, policies and programmes 

EU Seventh Environmental 
Action Plan (2002-2012) 

 

The EU’s objectives in implementing the programme 
are: 

(a) to protect, conserve and enhance the Union’s 
natural capital;  

(b) to turn the Union into a resource-efficient, green 
and competitive low-carbon economy;  

(c) to safeguard the Union's citizens from 
environment-related pressures and risks to health and 
wellbeing;  

(d) to maximise the benefits of the Union's 
environment legislation;  

No targets or indicators. Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect and 
enhance the natural 
environment and promote 
energy efficiency. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

(e) to improve the evidence base for environment 
policy;  

(f) to secure investment for environment  and climate 
policy and get the prices right;  

(g) to improve environmental integration and policy 
coherence;  

(h) to enhance the sustainability of the Union's cities;  

(i) to increase the Union’s effectiveness in confronting 
regional and global  environmental challenges. 

European Spatial 
Development Perspective 
(1999) 

Economic and social cohesion across the community.  
Conservation of natural resources and cultural 
heritage.  Balanced competitiveness between different 
tiers of government. 

No targets or indicators. Develop policies that take 
account of the Directive as 
well as more detailed policies 
derived from the Directive 
contained in the NPPF. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to conserve 
natural resources and 
cultural heritage. 

European Landscape 
Convention (Florence, 
2002) 

The convention promotes landscape protection, 
management and planning. 

No indicators or targets. Develop policies that take 
account of the Convention. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect the 
archaeological heritage. 

European Convention on the 
Protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage 
(Valletta, 1992) 

Revision of the 1985 
Granada Convention 

 

Protection of the archaeological heritage, including 
any physical evidence of the human past that can be 
investigated archaeologically both on land and 
underwater.  

Creation of archaeological reserves and conservation 
of excavated sites. 

No indicators or targets. Develop policies that take 
account of the Convention. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect the 
archaeological heritage. 

Other international plans, policies and programmes 

Johannesburg Declaration 
on Sustainable 
Development (2002) 

Commitment to building a humane, equitable and 
caring global society aware of the need for human 
dignity for all.   

Renewable energy and energy efficiency.  Accelerate 
shift towards sustainable consumption and production. 

Greater resource efficiency. 

New technology for renewable energy. 

Increase energy efficiency. 

Develop policies that take 
account of the Declaration. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to enhance the 
natural environment and 
promote renewable energy 
and energy efficiency. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

Aarhus Convention (1998) 

 

Established a number of rights of the public with 
regard to the environment. Local authorities should 
provide for:  

The right of everyone to receive environmental 
information 

The right to participate from an early stage in 
environmental decision making 

The right to challenge in a court of law public 
decisions that have been made without respecting the 
two rights above or environmental law in general. 

No targets or indicators. Develop policies that take 
account of the Convention. 

Ensure that public are 
involved and consulted at all 
relevant stages of SA 
production. 

NATIONAL 

White Papers 

Natural Environment White 
Paper, 2011 

The Natural Choice: 
securing the value of nature  

Protecting and improving our natural environment; 

Growing a green economy; and  

Reconnecting people and nature. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Protect the intrinsic value of 
nature and recognise the 
multiple benefits it could have 
for communities.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to the 
enhancement of the natural 
environment. 

Electricity Market Reform 
White Paper 2011, Planning 
our Electric Future: A White 
Paper for Secure, Affordable 
and Low-Carbon Electricity 

This White Paper sets out the Government’s 
commitment to transform the UK’s electricity system 
to ensure that our future electricity supply is secure, 
low-carbon and affordable. 

15 per cent renewable energy target 
by 2020 and 80 per cent carbon 
reduction target by 2050. 

Develop policies that support 
renewable energy generation 
and encourage greater energy 
efficiency. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to reduce carbon 
emissions and increase 
proportion of energy 
generated from renewable 
sources. 

The Future of Transport 
White Paper 2004: A 
network for 2030 

 

Ensure we can benefit from mobility and access while 
minimising the impact on other people and the 
environment, now and in the future.  

Get the best out of our transport system without 
damaging our overall quality of life.  

Develop strategies that recognise that demand for 
travel will increase in the future.  

Work towards a transport network that can meet the 
challenges of a growing economy and the increasing 
demand for travel but can also achieve the 

20% reduction in carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2010 and 60% reduction 
by 2050. Transport is currently 
responsible for about a quarter of total 
emissions. 

 

Develop policies that provide 
for an increase in demand for 
travel whilst minimizing 
impact on the environment. 
Policies also needed to 
promote public transport use 
rather than increasing 
reliance on the car. 

 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to reduce the 
need to travel and improve 
choice and use of 
sustainable transport 
modes. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

government’s environmental objectives. 

Water White Paper, 2011 

Water for Life 

Objectives of the White Paper are to: 

 Paint a clear vision of the future and create the 
conditions which enable the water sector and water 
users to prepare for it; 

 Deliver benefits across society through an ambitious 
agenda for improving water quality, working with 
local communities to make early improvements in 
the health of our rivers by reducing pollution and 
tackling unsustainable abstraction; 

 Keep short and longer term affordability for 
customers at the centre of decision making in the 
water sector; 

 Protect the interests of taxpayers in the policy 
decisions that we take; 

 Ensure a stable framework for the water sector 
which remains attractive to investors; 

 Stimulate cultural change in the water sector by 
removing barriers to competition, fostering 
innovation and efficiency, and encouraging new 
entrants to the market to help improve the range 

and quality of services offered to customers and cut 
business costs; 

 Work with water companies, regulators and other 
stakeholders to build understanding of the impact 
personal choices have on the water environment, 
water resources and costs; and 

Set out roles and responsibilities – including where 
Government will take a stronger role in strategic 
direction setting and assessing resilience to future 
challenges, as well as clear expectations on the 
regulators. 

No targets or indicators. Ensure that site allocations 
and policies will support the 
wise use of water, and 
improvement of water 
quality. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions that relate to 
water quality and quantity. 

Urban White Paper 2000, 
Our Towns and Cities: The 
Future – delivering an urban 
renaissance 

New, sustainable homes that are attractive, safe and 
practical. Retaining people in urban areas and making 
them more desirable places to live. Improving quality 
of life, opportunity and economic success through 

3.8 million more homes needed by 
2021. Local strategies needed to meet 
the needs of local people developed 
through partnerships. 60% of new 
homes on brownfield sites or through 

Allocate sites that will 
effectively deliver better 
towns and cities taking into 
account the key aims of the 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to prioritise new 
development on brownfield 
sites or conversion of 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

 tailored solutions in towns and cities. conversions of existing buildings. 

 

White Paper. 

 

existing buildings; and to 
improve the quality of life in 
urban areas. 

 

Rural White Paper 2000, 
Our Countryside: The 
Future – a fair deal for rural 
England 

 

Facilitate the development of dynamic, competitive 
and sustainable economies in the countryside.  

Maintain and stimulate communities and secure 
access to services for those who live and work in the 
countryside.  

Conserve and enhance rural landscapes.  

Increase opportunities for people to get enjoyment 
from the countryside. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Allocate sites that will 
increase employment and 
services in the rural parts of 
the Borough whilst conserving 
the landscape. 

 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions that aim to 
improve the economies of 
rural areas with minimal 
impact to the environment. 

 

Policies and Strategies 

DCLG (2012) National 
Planning Policy Framework 

Presumption in favour of sustainable development.  

Delivering sustainable development by:  

No targets or indicators. Development plan has a 
statutory status as the 
starting point for decision 
making. 

Sustainability appraisal 
should be an integral part of 
the plan preparation 
process, and should 
consider all the likely 
significant effects on the 
environment, economic and 
social factors. 

Building a strong, competitive economy. No targets or indicators. Set out clear economic 
visions for that particular 
area. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to 
strengthening the economy. 

Ensuring vitality of town centres. No targets or indicators. Recognise town centres as 
the heart of their 
communities. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to the 
vitality of town centres. 

Promoting sustainable transport No targets or indicators. To implement sustainable 
transport modes depending 
on nature/location of the site, 
to reduce the need for major 
transport infrastructure. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to 
sustainable transport. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

Supporting high quality communications 
infrastructure. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Enhance the provision of local 
community facilities and 
services by supporting the 
expansion of electronic 
communications networks. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to 
improving communications 
infrastructure. 

Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes. No targets or indicators. 

 

Identify size, type, tenure and 
range of housing that is 
required in particular 
locations.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to housing 
availability and quality. 

Requiring good design.  No targets or indicators. 

 

Establish a strong sense of 
place to live, work and visit.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to good 
design. 

Promoting healthy communities.  No targets or indicators. Promote safe and accessible 
environments with a high 
quality of life and community 
cohesion.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to health 
and well-being. 

Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding, and 
coastal change. 

No targets or indicators. 

 

Use opportunities offered by 
new development to reduce 
causes/impacts of flooding.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to climate 
change mitigation and 
adaption. 

Conserving and enhancing the natural environment. No targets or indicators. 

 

Recognise the wider benefits 
of biodiversity.  

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to the 
conservation and 
enhancement of the natural 
environment. 

Conserving and enhancing the historic environment No targets or indicators. 

 

Sustain and enhance heritage 
assets and put them to viable 
uses consistent with their 
conservation. 

A local plan may be 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to the 
conservation of historic 
features. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

considered unsound if there 
has been no proper 
assessment of the 
significance of heritage assets 
in the area, and the plan does 
not contain a positive 
strategy for the conservation, 
enhancement and enjoyment 
of the historic environment. 

Facilitating the use of sustainable materials.  No targets or indicators. Encourage prior extraction of 
minerals where practicable 
and environmentally feasible. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to avoiding 
sterilisation of identified, 
viable mineral reserves. 

National Planning Practice 
Guidance, 

DCLG, 2014 

Provides further guidance to be read along 
side the NPPF on a range of topics that link to the 
promotion of sustainable development including: 

 Air quality 
 Climate change 
 Conserving and enhancing the historic 

environment 
 Flood risk 
 Health and well being 
 Housing and economic development 
 Natural environment  
 Minerals  
 Rural housing 
 Open space 
 Transport 
 Waste 
 Water supply, wastewater and water quality 

No targets or indicators. 
The NPPG sets out a range of 
social, economic and 
environmental considerations 
for the preparation of the 
Local Plan.  It also includes 
information on preparation of 
local plans which can be 
taken into consideration. 

The NPPG sets out a range 
of social, economic and 
environmental 
considerations for the 
preparation of the Local 
Plan.  It also includes 
information on undertaking 
sustainability appraisals 
which can be taken into 
consideration. 

DfT (2013) Door to Door: A 
strategy for improving 
sustainable transport 
integration 

The strategy’s vision is for an inclusive, integrated and 
innovative transport system that works for everyone, 
and where making door-to-door journeys by 
sustainable means is an attractive and convenient 
option.  Four key areas to address are highlighted: 

 improving availability of information;  
 simplifying ticketing;  
 making connections between different steps in the 

journey, and different modes of transport, easier; 
and  

No targets or indicators. Enhance public transport 
provision and encourage 
active modes of travel such 
as walking and cycling. 

Include a relevant 
sustainability objective / 
appraisal question relating 
to sustainable transport. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

 providing better interchange facilities. 

DCLG (2012) Planning 
Policy for Traveller Sites 

Government’s aims in respect of traveller sites are:  

• That local planning authorities should make their 
own assessment of need for the purposes of planning.  

• To ensure that local planning authorities, working 
collaboratively, develop fair and effective strategies to 
meet need through the identification of land for sites.  

• To encourage local planning authorities to plan for 
sites over a reasonable timescale.  

• That plan-making and decision-taking should protect 
Green Belt from inappropriate development.  

• To promote more private traveller site provision 
while recognising that there will always be those 
travellers who cannot provide their own sites.  

• That plan-making and decision-taking should aim to 
reduce the number of unauthorised developments and 
encampments and make enforcement more effective 
for local planning authorities to ensure that their Local 
Plan includes fair, realistic and inclusive policies.  

• To increase the number of traveller sites in 
appropriate locations with planning permission, to 

address under provision and maintain an appropriate 
level of supply.  

• To reduce tensions between settled and traveller 
communities in plan-making and planning decisions.   

• To enable provision of suitable accommodation from 
which travellers can access education, health, welfare 
and employment infrastructure.  

• For local planning authorities to have due regard to 
the protection of local amenity and local environment. 

No targets or indicators. Ensure that relevant 
considerations are taken into 
account when producing Local 
Plan. 

Include relevant 
sustainability objective / 
appraisal questions relating 
to social inclusion and 
environmental protection. 

DEFRA (2011) Biodiversity 
2020:  A strategy for 
England’s wildlife and 
ecosystem services 

The strategy aims to guide conservation efforts in 
England up to 2020, and move from a net biodiversity 
loss to gain.  The strategy includes 22 priorities which 
include actions for the following sectors:  

 Agriculture; 

The strategy develops ambitious yet 
achievable goals for 2020 and 2050, 
based on Aichi Targets set at the 
Nagoya UN Biodiversity Summit in 
October 2010. 

Develop policies that promote 
conservation and 
enhancements of biodiversity. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question that relates to 
biodiversity. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

 Forestry; 
 Planning and Development; 
 Water Management; 
 Marine Management; 
 Fisheries; 
 Air Pollution; and 
 Invasive Non-Native Species. 

National Planning Policy for 
Waste (2014) 

 

Key planning objectives are identified within National 
Planning Policy for Waste, requiring panning 
authorities to: 

 help deliver sustainable development through 
driving waste management up the waste 
hierarchy 

 Ensure waste management is considered 
alongside other spatial planning concerns 

 provide a framework in which communities 
take more responsibility for their own waste 

 help secure the recovery or disposal of waste 
without endangering human health and 
without harming the environment,  

 ensure the design and layout of new 

development supports sustainable waste 
management 

No targets or indicators. 

Requires planning authorities to 
implement targets set through the 
national waste strategy 

Develop policies that promote 
sustainable waste 
management and use of the 
waste hierarchy. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question that relates to 
waste reduction. 

DCLG (2011) Laying the 
Foundations: A Housing 
Strategy for England 

Aims to provide support to deliver new homes and 
improve social mobility. 

No targets or indicators Develop policies that 
encourage development of 
residential properties. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question that assesses 
whether housing need is 
being met. 

DEFRA (2011) Securing the 
Future: Delivering UK 
Sustainable Development 
Strategy 

 

Enable all people throughout the world to satisfy their 
basic needs and enjoy a better quality of life without 
compromising the quality of life for future 
generations. There are 4 shared priorities: 

 sustainable consumption and production; 

 climate change and energy; 

 natural resource protection and 

Sets out indicators to give an overview 
of sustainable development and 
priority areas in the UK. They include 
20 of the UK Framework indicators and 
a further 48 indicators related to the 
priority areas. 

 

Develop policies that meet 
the aims of the Sustainable 
Development Strategy. 

 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to cover the 
shared priorities. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

environmental enhancement; and 

 sustainable communities. 

Department of Health 
(2010) Healthy Lives, 
Healthy People: our 
Strategy for public health in 
England  

Protect the population from serious health threats; 
helping people live longer, healthier and more fulfilling 
lives; and improving the health of the poorest, fastest. 
Prioritise public health funding from within the overall 
NHS budget. 

No targets or indicators. Policies within the Local Plan 
should reflect the objectives 
of the strategy where 
relevant. 

Include a sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
question relating to health 
and well-being. 

Building a Greener Future: 
Policy Statement (DCLG, 
2007) 

This Statement confirms the government’s intention 
to achieve 25% more energy efficient homes by 2010, 
44% more efficient homes by 2013 and zero carbon 
(net carbon emissions should be zero per annum) 
homes by 2016.  

25% more energy efficient homes by 
2010, 44% more efficient homes by 
2013 and zero carbon (net carbon 
emissions should be zero per annum) 
homes by 2016. 

Policies should seek to 
promote zero carbon 
residential development. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions relating to 
renewable energy 
generation and energy 
efficiency. 

DECC (2011) UK Renewable 
Energy Roadmap  

(updates setting out 
progress and changes to the 
strategy dated 2013 and 
2013) 

Make the UK more energy secure 
Help protect consumers from fossil fuel price 
fluctuations. 
Help drive investment in new jobs and businesses in 
the renewable energy sector. 
Keep the UK on track to meet carbon reduction 
objectives 
 
 

15% of UK energy use from 
renewables by 2020 

Encourage developments that 
would support renewable 
energy provision including 
electricity, heat and 
transport. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions relating to 
renewable energy 
generation and energy 
efficiency. 

Community Energy Strategy 
(DECC, 2014) 

Sets out plans to promote and facilitate the planning 
and development of decentralised community energy 
initiatives in four main types of energy activity: 

 Generating energy (electricity or heat) 

 Reducing energy use (saving energy through 
energy efficiency and behaviour change) 

 Managing energy (balancing supply and demand) 

Purchasing energy (collective purchasing or switching 
to save money on energy) 

No targets or indicators. Ensure that site allocations 
and policies will support 
community low carbon and 
renewable energy provision 
including electricity, heat and 
transport. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions relating to 
renewable energy 
generation and energy 
efficiency. 

The National Adaptation 
Programme – Making the 
Country Resilient to a 
Changing Climate (Defra, 
2013) 

The report sets out visions for the following sectors:  
 Built Environment – “buildings and places and the 

people who live and work in them are resilient to a 
changing climate and extreme weather and 
organisations in the built environment sector have 

an increased capacity to address the risks and 

No targets or indicators. Policies should take account 
of the aims of the 
Programme.   

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which seek to 
promote the implementation 
of adaptation measures to 

make the area more 



 

 

 Sustainability Appraisal for Braintree District Local Plan 59 December 2014 

Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

take the opportunities from climate change”. 
 Infrastructure – “an infrastructure network that is 

resilient to today’s natural hazards and prepared 
for the future changing climate”.  

 Healthy and resilient communities – “a health 
service, a public health and social care system 
which are resilient and adapted to a changing 
climate.  Communities and individuals, including 
the most vulnerable, are better prepared to cope 
with severe weather events and other impacts of 
climate change. Emergency services and local 
resilience capability take account of and are 
resilient to, a changing climate”.  

 Agriculture and Forestry – “profitable and 
productive agriculture and forestry sectors that 
take the opportunities from climate change, are 
resilient to its threats and contribute to the 
resilience of the natural environment by helping 
maintain ecosystem services and protect and 
enhance biodiversity”.  

 Natural Environment – “the natural environment, 
with diverse and healthy ecosystems, is resilient to 
climate change, able to accommodate change and 
valued for the adaptation services it provides”.  

 Business – “UK businesses are resilient to extreme 
weather and prepared for future risks and 
opportunities from climate change”.  

 Local Government – “Local government plays a 
central in leading and supporting local places to 

become more resilient to a range of future risk 
and to be prepared for the opportunities from a 
changing climate”.  

 

resilient to a changing 
climate. 

The National Flood and 
Coastal Erosion Risk 
Management Strategy for 
England (Environment 
Agency, 2011) 

This Strategy sets out the national framework for 
managing the risk of flooding and coastal erosion.  It 
sets out the roles for risk management authorities and 
communities to help them understand their 
responsibilities.  
 
The strategic aims and objectives of the Strategy are 
to:  
 “manage the risk to people and their property; 
 Facilitate decision-making and action at the 

No targets or indicators. Policies should seek to reduce 
and manage the risk of all 
types of flooding.   

The SA framework should 
include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which seek to 
reduce the risk and manage 
flooding sustainably. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

appropriate level – individual, community or local 
authority, river catchment, coastal cell or national; 

 Achieve environmental, social and economic 
benefits, consistent with the principles of 
sustainable development”.  

Waste prevention 
programme for England: 
Prevention is better than 
cure – The role of waste 
prevention in moving to a 
more resource efficient 
economy (HM Government, 
2013) 

The aim of the Programme is to improve the 
environment and protect human health by supporting 
a resource efficient economy, reducing the quantity 
and impact of waste produced whilst promoting 
sustainable economic growth: 

 encourage businesses to contribute to a more 
sustainable economy by building waste reduction 
into design, offering alternative business models 
and delivering new and improved products and 
services; 

 encourage a culture of valuing resources by 
making it easier for people and businesses to find 
out how to reduce their waste, to use products for 
longer, repair broken items, and enable reuse of 
items by others; 

 help businesses recognise and act upon potential 

savings through better resource efficiency and 
preventing waste, to realise opportunities for 
growth; and 

 support action by central and local government, 
businesses and civil society to capitalise on these 
opportunities. 

No targets or indicators. Primarily an issue for the 
County Waste Plan and Waste 
Management Strategy rather 
than the Local Plan. 

N/A. 

Future Water: The 
Government’s Water 
Strategy for England 
(DEFRA, 2008) 

Sets out how the Government want the water sector 
to look by 2030 and an outline of the steps which 
need to be taken to get there.   
 
The vision for 2030 is one where we, as a country 
have:  
 “improved the quality of our water environment 

and the ecology it supports, and continue to 
maintain high standards of drinking water quality 
from taps; 

 Sustainably managed risks from flooding and 
coastal erosion, with greater understanding and 
more effective management of surface water; 

 Ensure a sustainable use of water resources, and 

No targets or indicators. Policies should aim to 
contribute to the vision set 
out in this Strategy. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which seek to 
protect, manage and 
enhance the water 
environment. 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

implement fair, affordable and cost-reflective 
water charges; 

 Cut greenhouse gas emissions; and 
 Embed continuous adaptation to climate change 

and other pressures across the water industry and 
water users”. 

Water for People and the 
Environment: Water 
Resources Strategy for 
England and Wales 
(Environment Agency, 
2009)  

The Strategy vision for water resource “is for there to 
be enough water for people and the environment, 
meeting legitimate needs”.  
 
Its aims include:  
 To manage water resource and protect the water 

environment from climate change.  
 Restore, protect, improve and value species and 

habitats that depend on water. 
 To contribute to sustainable development through 

good water management. 
 People to understand how water and the water 

environment contribute to their quality of life.  

No targets or indicators. Policies should reflect the 
aims of the strategy where 
relevant. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which seeks to 
promote water management 
and efficiency. 

Safeguarding our Soils: A 
Strategy for England 
(DEFRA, 2009) 

The vision is “by 2030, all England’s soils will be 
managed sustainability and degradation threats 
tackled successfully.  This will improve the quality of 
England’s soils and safeguard their ability to provide 
essential services for future generations”.  
 
The Strategy highlights the areas for priority 
including:  
 Better protection for agricultural soils.  
 Protecting and enhancing stores of soil carbon. 
 Building the resilience of soils to a changing 

climate.  
 Preventing soil pollution.  
 Effective soil protection during construction and 

development.  
 Dealing with our legacy of contaminated land. 

 

No targets or indicators. Ensure that site allocations 
and policies will help protect 
and enhance the quality of 
soils and seek to sustainably 
manage their quality for 
future generations.  

 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which seeks to 
safeguard and enhance the 
quality of soil. 

The Code for Sustainable 
Homes: Setting the 
standard in sustainability for 
new homes (DCLG, 2008) 

The Code is a standard designed to improve the 
sustainability of new homes.   This sets out the 
assessment process and performance standards 
required for the Code for Sustainable Homes.   

In January 2014 the Government responded to the 
Environmental Audit Committee's report on the 
Housing Standards Review consultation, stating that 

No targets or indicators. Develop policies that promote 
the implementation of the 
Code (or corresponding 
sustainability requirements in 
the Building Regulations) for 
all residential development. 

Include sustainability 
objectives / appraisal 
questions which promote 
sustainable development 
and seek to achieve higher 
levels of efficiency (e.g. in 
energy, water etc.) where 
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Plan or  programme Key objectives relevant to the Local Plan and SA Key targets and indicators relevant 
to the Local Plan and SA 

Implications for the  Local 
Plan   

Implications for the SA 

necessary standards would, as far as possible, be 
consolidated into Building Regulations. 

appropriate. 

DEFRA (2007) The Air 
Quality Strategy for 
England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland 

Make sure that everyone can enjoy a level of ambient 
air quality in public spaces, which poses no significant 
risk to health or quality of life.  

Render polluting emissions harmless. 

Sets air quality standards for 13 air 
pollutants. 

Develop policies that aim to 
meet the standards. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to protect and 
improve air quality. 

Legislation 

Housing Act 2004 Protect the most vulnerable in society and help create 
a fairer and better housing market. 

Strengthen the Government’s drive to meet its 2010 
decent homes target. 

No indicators or targets. Develop policies that help to 
create a fairer and better 
housing market. 

Include sustainability 
objective / appraisal 
questions to improve access 
to good quality and 
affordable housing. 
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

1) Create safe environments which 
improve quality of life and community 
cohesion  

Percentage increases in the offences of 
violence against the person, burglary of 
dwellings, theft from a motor vehicle, 
and sexual offences between 2009/10 
and 2010/11.  

Lack of community facilities for young 
people. 

Lack of cultural facilities. 

 

Does it seek to improve / supply 
community facilities for young people?  

Does it seek to increase cultural activities 
or suitable development to stimulate 
them?  

Does it seek to reduce inequalities 
between areas and support cultural 
identity and social inclusion?  

Will there be measures to increase the 
safety and security of new development 
and public realm?  

Recorded key offences.  

KSI casualties for adults and children.  

Public perceptions on leisure / 
community facilities.   

Street level crime statistics.  

 

  

2) To provide everyone with the 
opportunity to live in a decent home  

Lack of social housing 0.1% of housing 
stock owned by the Local Authority 
(7.6% nationally).   

Housing should respond more to 
demographics in population growth.  

Lack of care homes and capacity in 
existing care homes.  

Rural affordable housing is currently not 
suitable for rural areas and those who 
require them.  

Will it increase the range and 
affordability of housing for all social 
groups?  

Does it respond to the needs of an 
ageing population?  

Does the site respond to a housing type 
shortage as identified in the SHMA and 
responding to demographics in 
population growth?  

Does it seek to provide appropriate rural 

affordable housing?   

Does it seek to provide additional 
capacity in or of care homes?  

Will it promote an increase in social 
housing? 

Will it support development of homes 
that are adapted to a changing climate? 

House Prices.   

Indices of Multiple Deprivation Score – 
particularly Housing and Services 
Domain and the Living Environment 
Deprivation Domain.   

Number of affordable dwelling 
completions. 

Annual dwelling completions.  

Population projections and forecasts. 

3) To improve the health of the District’s 
residents and mitigate/reduce potential 
health inequalities  

Increases in obesity in Year 6 children 
and adult obesity higher than the 
national average.   

Uptake of sports and leisure facilities.   

35% of households within Braintree 
District do not have any access to 
natural greenspace.  

Greenspace in urban areas to be 

Will it improve access to high quality 
health facilities?  

Will it increase access to sport and 
recreation facilities, open space and/or 
SANG?  

Will it encourage access by walking or 
cycling, and will it increase the overall 
rates of walking and cycling?  

Life Expectancy.  

Indices of Multiple Deprivation – Health 
and Disability sub-domain scores.  

Residents opinion on availability of open 
space/leisure facilities.  

Natural England Accessible Natural 
Greenspace Standards (ANGSt).  
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

safeguarded against development for 
other means.  

Lack of walking and cycling 
infrastructure.  

 Location and extent of recreational 
facilities to development site.  

Location and extent of accessible 
greenspace to development site.  

Proximity of site to healthcare facilities  

Percentage of population obese.  

Number of GPs and dentists accepting 
new patients.  

Number or % of open spaces receiving 
Green Flag Award. 

4) To promote the vitality and viability of 
all service centres throughout the District  

Lack of retail and non-commercial office 
floorspace in relation to the total 
proportion of commercial and industrial 
floorspace.  

Significantly lower than county and 
national averages.  

Does it prevent further loss of retail and 
other services in rural areas?  

Does it promote and enhance the 
viability of existing centres by focusing 
development in such centres?  

Will retailing in town centres be 
enhanced in areas of identified need?  

Does it seek to increase the proportion of 
retail and non-commercial office 
floorspace (as a proportion of total 
commercial and industrial floorspace) in 

the District?  

Amount of retail, leisure and office 
floorspace in town centres.  

Implemented and outstanding planning 
permissions for retail, office and 
commercial use.  

Number and type of services from Rural 
Services Study.  

Number of post offices closed down.  

Number of village shops closed down.   

Pedestrian footfall count. 

5) To achieve sustainable levels of 
prosperity and economic growth  

Braintree District has a lower job density 
than both the region and Britain.  

The District displays a significantly 
higher percentage of employment in 
‘manufacturing’ and ‘construction’ in 
comparison to the region and the 
country and significantly lower 
employees in the ‘finance, IT and other 
business activities’ sector.   

Factories and warehouses account for 
the majority of industrial and commercial 
floorspace in 2008.   

Too much employment land being 
developed for other uses, particularly 

Will new housing be supported by 
adequate local employment 
opportunities?  

Does it support small businesses to grow 
and encourage business innovation?  

Will it make land and property available 
for business development?  

Will it enhance the District’s potential for 
tourism?  

Will it encourage the rural economy and 
diversification of it, whilst minimising 
impacts on the rural environment?  

Will it lead to development having an 

Employment land availability.  

Typical amount of job creation (jobs per 
ha) within different use classes.  

Percentage change and comparison in 
the total number of VAT registered 
businesses in the area.  

Businesses by industry type.  

Amount of vacant industrial floorspace.  

Amount of high quality agricultural land.  

Travel to work flows.  

Employment status by residents and job 
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

housing. 

Lack of focus on tourism.  

Need for rural diversification and 
increased rural employment 
opportunities.  

Need to promote and aid the expansion 
of small businesses.  

Broadband inequalities across the District 
meaning home working and rural 
employment is stifled.  

The Essex Minerals Plan identified a 
number of primary minerals extraction 
sites in the District. 

adverse impact on employment for 
existing facilities?  

Does it seek to increase broadband 
coverage / bandwidth, especially in rural 
area?  

Does it avoid sterilising minerals 
extraction sites identified by the Essex 
Minerals Plan? 

 

type. 

Job densities.  

Economic activity of residents.  

Average gross weekly pay.  

Proportion of business in rural locations.   

Implemented and outstanding planning 
permissions for retail, office and 
commercial use. 

Number of minerals sites safeguarded for 
extraction. 

 

6) To conserve and enhance the 
biological and geological diversity of the 
environment  

There are 4 Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSIs). 5% of the Bovingdon 
Hall Woods SSSI is ‘unfavourable no 
change’. Parts of both Belcher’s & 
Broadfield Woods and Glemsford Pits 
SSSIs are in a state of ‘unfavourable 
recovering’.   

There are approximately 251 Local 

Wildlife Sites (LWS).   

A need to increase the green 
infrastructure of the District.  

The fragmentation of habitats.  

Will it conserve and enhance 
natural/semi natural habitats?  

Will it conserve and enhance species 
diversity, and in particular avoid harm to 
indigenous BAP priority species?  

Will it maintain and enhance sites 
designated for their nature conservation 
interest?  

Will it maintain and enhance the 
connectivity of habitats, their ability to 
deliver ecosystem services or their 
resilience to climate change? 

 

Spatial extent of designated sites within 
the District.   

Achievement of Biodiversity Action Plan 
targets.  

Ecological potential assessments.  

Distance from site to nearest:  

 SSSIs.  

 NNR.  

 LWS.  

 Ancient Woodland.  

 Protected lanes.  

 Other sensitive designated or 
non-designated receptors. 

 Other special landscape 
features.  

Condition of the nearest sensitive 
receptors (where viable).   
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

Site visit surveys on typical abundance 
and frequency of habitats (DAFOR scale). 

Number of % of permitted developments 
providing biodiversity value e.g. 
green/brown roof, living wall, native 
planting. 

7) To promote more sustainable 
transport choices and uptake  

Higher car ownership in Braintree District 
compared to county and national levels.  

Lack of parking at public transport 
interchanges, particularly Witham train 
station. 

Lack of walking and cycling 
infrastructure.  

Lack of public transport infrastructure.  

 

  

Will it increase and/or improve the 
availability and usability of sustainable 
transport modes?  

Will it seek to encourage people to use 
alternative modes of transportation other 
than private vehicle?  

Will it lead to the integration of transport 
modes?  

Will it improve rural public transport?  

Does it seek to increase the uptake of 
public transport through parking 
standards at destinations?  

Does it seek to increase the uptake or 
viability of walking and cycling as 
methods of transportation, through new 

infrastructure or integration?  

Access to services and business’ by 
public transport.  

Indices of Multiple Deprivation. 

Travel to work methods and flows.  

Car ownership.  

Network performance on roads.  

Public transport punctuality and 
efficiency.  

Length of Public Rights of Way 
created/enhanced; number of Rights of 
Way Improvement Plans implemented. 

 

8) Promote accessibility and ensure the 
necessary transport infrastructure to 
support new development  

Large commuting outflow of Braintree 
District residents.   

In-commuters filling jobs in the District.  

Accessibility of GPs by either walking or 
using public transport.  

Accessibility to employment sites and 
retail centres.   

Lack of public transport infrastructure.  

Lack of major roads, and lack of quality 
in smaller roads.  

 

Will it contribute positively to reduce 
social exclusion by ensuring access to 
jobs, shopping, services and leisure 
facilities for all?  

Does it seek to concentrate development 
and facilities in town centres or where 
access via sustainable travel is greatest?  

Will it assist in reducing the number of 
road casualties and ensure ease of 
pedestrian movement especially for the 
disabled?  

Will it improve parking conditions at 
destinations, particularly for commuters?  

Does it seek to minimise congestion at 
key destinations / areas that witness a 

Residents opinion on availability of open 
space/leisure facilities.  

Access to services by public transport.  

Indices of Multiple Deprivation – sub-
domain scores.  

Recorded traffic flows.  

KSI casualties for adults and children.  

Car ownership.  

Location of site with regards to areas of 
high deprivation.   

Transport Assessments. 
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

large amount of vehicle movements at 
peak times?  

Would the scale of development require 
significant supporting transport 
infrastructure in an area of identified 
need?   

Will planning controls seek to retain 
garages to reduce conversion to living 
space to reduce on-street parking? 

9) To improve the education and skills of 
the population  

4 LSOAs are in the top 5% most 
deprived nationally in regards to 
education, skills and training deprivation: 
1 in Halstead, 1 in Braintree and 2 in 
Witham.  

Lack of highly skilled jobs in the District.  

Attainment is an issue across all levels.  

 

Does it seek to improve existing 
educational facilities and/or create more 
educational facilities?  

Does it seek to improve existing training 
and learning facilities and/or create more 
facilities?  

Will the employment opportunities 
available be mixed to suit a varied 
employment skills base?  

Will new housing be supported by school 
expansion or other educational facilities 
where necessary?  

Additional capacity of local schools.  

GCSE or equivalent performance.   

Level 2 qualifications by working age 
residents.  

Level 4 qualifications and above by 
working age residents.   

Employment status of residents.  

Average gross weekly earnings.  

Standard Occupational Classification.  

 

10) To maintain and enhance cultural 
heritage and assets within the District  

3,192 designated listed buildings within 
the District.   

40 Scheduled Monuments located 
throughout the District.   

 

Will it protect and enhance sites, 
features and areas of historical, 
archaeological and cultural value in both 
urban and rural areas?  

Does it seek to enhance the range and 
quality of the public realm and open 
spaces?  

Will it reduce the amount of derelict, 
degraded and underused land?   

Does it encourage the use of high quality 
design principles to respect local 
character?  

Will any adverse impacts be reduced 
through adequate mitigation?  

 

Proximity to nearest (including its 
setting):  

 Scheduled Monument?  

 Listed Building?  

 Conservation Area?  

 Registered Historic Park or 
Garden?  

 Site identified in the Historic 
Environment Record?  

 Building of local interest?  

 Other historic feature?  
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

Number and spatial extent of listed 
buildings.   

Number and spatial extent of scheduled 
monuments.  

Buildings At Risk Register. 

Heritage at risk surveys.  

Percentage of conservation area 
demolished or otherwise lost.  

Amount of derelict properties and/or 
vacant land.  

Numbers of buildings being removed 
from the buildings at risk register.  

Amount of damage to listed buildings or 
scheduled monuments. 

11) To reduce contributions to climatic 
change  

In 2008 Braintree District consumed 
more energy than the County average, 
largely associated with road transport.   

Road transport in Braintree District 
produces the 3rd highest amount of CO2 
per capita across the County’s local 
authorities.  

Will it reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases by reducing energy consumption?  

Will it lead to an increased generation of 
energy from renewable sources?  

Does it ensure more sustainable modes 
of travel are provided?  

Will it encourage greater energy 

efficiency?  

Will it improve the efficient use of natural 
resources, minimising waste and 
promoting recycling?  

Will it seek to adhere to the Code for 
Sustainable Homes? 

Carbon Dioxide emissions. 

Energy consumption GWh/households. 

Percentage of energy supplied from 
renewable sources.   

Code for Sustainable Homes certificates.  

12) To improve water quality and 
address water scarcity and sewerage 
capacity 

The majority of water bodies within 
Braintree District are given a ‘moderate’ 
current overall potential.  However the 
River Blackwater and the River Chelmer 
are both given a ‘poor’ current status.  

Water scarcity is a major issue in regards 
to significant development in particular.  

Will it lead to no deterioration on the 
quality of water bodies?  

Will water resources and sewerage 
capacity be able to accommodate 
growth?  

Does it ensure the reinforcement of 
wastewater treatment works or the 
provision of alternatives (where 

Percentage of water bodies at good 
ecological status or potential. 

Percentage of water bodies assessed at 
good or high biological status. 

Percentage of water bodies assessed at 
good chemical status. 

Water cycle study capacity in sewerage 
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

Sewage capacity. required) to support growth? and resources. 

13) To reduce the risk of flooding  Potential for development in Flood Risk 
Zones  

Surface water runoff in urban areas   

 

Does it promote the inclusion of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) in 
new developments?  

Does it seek to avoid development in 
areas at risk of flooding (fluvial, surface 
water, groundwater)?  

Does it seek to avoid increasing flood 
risk (fluvial, surface water, groundwater) 
in areas away from initial development?  

Will developer contributions be utilised 
for the provision and maintenance of 
flood defences?  

Spatial extent of flood zones 2 and 3  

Residential properties flooded from main 
rivers  

Planning permission in identified flood 
zones granted permission contrary to 
advice from the Environment Agency  

Incidences of flooding and location   

Distance of site to floodplains  

SFRA results  

Incidences of flood warnings in site area  

Distance to ‘Areas susceptible to surface 
water flooding’ – EA Maps  

Number or % of permitted developments 
incorporating SuDS 

14) To improve air quality  The main air quality issues in the District 
are found to be NO2 and PM10 emissions 
from vehicles travelling on the A12 and 
A120.   

Meeting National Air Quality Standards.  

Five potentially significant junctions with 
a daily flow of greater than 10,000 
vehicles (2004) at Newland Street, 
Witham; Cressing Road, Witham; Head 
Street, Halstead; Railway Street, 
Braintree and Rayne Road, Braintree. 

Will it improve, or not detrimentally 
affect air quality along the A12 or A120?  

Does it ensure that National Air Quality 
Standards are met at relevant points?  

Does it seek to improve or avoid 
increasing traffic flows generally and in 
particular through potentially significant 
junctions? 

Number and spatial extent of potentially 
significant junctions for air quality in the 
District  

NO2 emissions  

PM10 emissions  

Recorded traffic flows on A12 and A120 

15) To maintain and enhance the quality 
of landscapes and townscapes  

Much of the District’s landscape is 
sensitive to change and new 
development.   

Open skylines with panoramic views  

Strong historic integrity with dispersed 
historic settlement patterns and 
Conservation Areas  

Coalescence between neighbouring 

Will homes be designed to enhance the 
existing street scene creating a better 
cultural heritage & public realm?  

Will areas of special landscape character 
be protected?  

Will it see a loss of Greenfield land / does 
it promote development on previously 
developed land or conversion of existing 

Developments permitted contrary to 
Landscape Character Assessment 
‘sensitivities to change’.  

Number and extent of field boundaries 
affected.  

Development on previously developed 
land or conversion of existing buildings.  

Number of permitted developments 
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Sustainability objective  

 

Sustainability issues  

 

Indicative appraisal questions  

 

Potential indicators  

settlements and beyond village 
envelopes  

Continuation of development on 
Previously Developed Land (PDL)  

buildings?  

Will development see a disruption in 
current field boundaries?  

Will it lead to rural expansion or 
development outside development 
boundaries/limits that increases 
coalescence with neighbouring 
settlements?  

Is the scale / density of development in 
keeping with the local townscape / 
landscape?  

within Conservation Areas.  

16) To safeguard and enhance the 
quality of soil. 

Significant resource of Grade 2 
agricultural land in the District. 

Existence of contaminated sites from 
legacy industrial uses. 

Will it avoid the loss of high quality 
agricultural land? 

Will it preventing soil pollution? 

Will it ensure effective soil protection 
during construction and development.  

Will it support the remediation of 
contaminated land, avoiding 
environmental pollution or exposure of 
occupiers or neighbouring land uses to 
unacceptable health risk? 

 

Area of high quality agricultural land in 
District. 

Number or area of contaminated sites 
remediated. 
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Appendix 3  

Proposed assessment framework for SA of site 

allocations 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

SA objective 1: Create safe environments which improve quality of life and community cohesion 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Provision of 
community facilities. 

Source: BDC site 
assessment (suitability 
for, requirements for, 
relocation of). 

N/A  Removal of 
community facilities 
with no relocation  

Suitability for new 
community facilities 
where none exist 
currently  

N/A  Existing community 
facilities remain.  

Uncertainty 
surrounding impacts.  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Nearest Post Office.  

Source: Post Office 
website or digital data 
showing post offices 

(BDC) 

N/A  Distance >800 m Distance <= 800 m  N/A  N/A  N/A  

SA objective 2: To provide everyone with the opportunity to live in a decent home 

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Delivery of affordable 
housing. 

Source: BDC site 
assessment (site 
potential housing 
yield) + applicable 
affordable housing 
requirement in Local 
Plan policy. 

N/A  N/A  Contributes to the 
delivery of affordable 
housing (< 10 
dwellings)  

Significantly 
contributes to the 
delivery of affordable 
housing (>= 10 
dwellings)  

No contribution to 
affordable housing.  

Uncertainty 
surrounding delivery  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Delivery of housing 
meeting Lifetime 
Homes standards or 
equivalent 

Source:  BDC site 
assessment (site 
potential housing 

N/A  N/A  Contributes to the 
delivery of Lifetime 
Homes (<10 
dwellings)  

Significantly 
contributes to the 
delivery of Lifetime 
Homes (10+ 
dwellings)  

No contribution to 
Lifetime Homes.  

Uncertainty 
surrounding delivery  

http://www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder
http://www.postoffice.co.uk/branch-finder
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

yield) + applicable 
Lifetime Homes 
requirement in 
relevant Local Plan 
policy. 

SA objective 3: To improve the health of the District’s residents and mitigate/reduce potential health inequalities 

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distance to nearest 
NHS primary health 
care facility. 

Source: NHS website 
or OS AddressBase 
Premium digital 

dataset showing GP 
surgeries (BDC). 

N/A  Distance > 800 m Distance <= 800 m  N/A  N/A  Uncertainty  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distances to accessible 
natural greenspace 
(ANG), including 
country park, 
woodland, grassland, 
river or canal bank, as 
per Natural England 
ANG Standards 
(ANGSt): 

<= 300m from ANG of 
at least 2 ha in size  

<= 2 km from ANG of 
at least 20 ha  

<= 5 km from ANG of 
at least 100 ha  

<= 10 km from ANG 
of at least 500 ha  

Source: digital data 
showing open spaces 

N/A  

  

None or one of ANGSt 
criteria met 

Three or more of 
ANGSt criteria met 

 N/A  Two of ANGSt criteria 
met  

 Uncertainty  

http://www.nhs.uk/servicedirectories/Pages/ServiceSearch.aspx?ServiceType=GP
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

(BDC) 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Net increase or loss of 
open space (including 
recreation space and 
allotments).  

Source: digital data 
showing open spaces 
(BDC) + BDC site 
assessment 

N/A  Loss  No loss  Provision of new  N/A Uncertain impacts  

SA objective 4: To promote the vitality and viability of all service centres throughout the District 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Net increase or loss of 
retail provision on the 
site. 

Source: BDC site 
assessment 

N/A  Loss  Increase  N/A  No change  N/A  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distances to primary 
shopping area 
boundaries (towns and 
Freeport)  

Source: digital data 
showing primary 
shopping area 
boundaries (BDC) 

N/A  

  

> 800 m <= 800 m  Extension of primary 
shopping areas or 
identified regeneration  

N/A  N/A 

SA objective 5: To achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Sterilisation of mineral 
reserves 

Source: sites identified 
as preferred and 
reserved for primary 
mineral extraction in 

Significant proportion 

of allocated land (>= 
25%) on site preferred 
and reserved for 
mineral extraction 

N/A  N/A  N/A  All other sites 

 

N/A  
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

the Essex Minerals 
Plan, 2014 

 

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distances to main 
employment areas 
(B1, B2, B8)  

Source: digital data 
showing main 
employment areas 
(BDC) 

N/A  

  

> 800 m from existing 
employment area  

Or 

Loss of employment 
site   

<= 800 m from 
existing employment 
area 

Or 

Addition of 
employment site  

N/A  N/A   N/A  

SA objective 6: To conserve and enhance the biological and geological diversity of the environment 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Distances (impacts 
on) to:  

internationally (SAC, 
SPA, Ramsar), 
nationally (SSSI, NNR) 
or locally (LWS, LNR) 
designated wildlife site 
or Ancient Woodland.  

Source: digital data 
showing 
internationally (LUC), 
nationally (LUC), and 
locally (BDC) 
designated wildlife 
sites. 

Significant negative 
effect (--) if significant 
proportion of allocated 
land (>= 25%) lies 
within designated site. 

Or 

Significant effect with 
uncertainty (--?) if 
significant proportion 
of allocated land (>= 
25%) lies within a 
SSSI’s Impact Risk 
Zone for the relevant 
type of development.  
Effects will be 
assumed to apply to 
both the SSSI and any 
internationally 
designated site 
overlaying it.  
Uncertainty relates to 
whether potentially 
significant negative 
effects can be 
mitigated. 

Significant proportion 
of allocated land (>= 
25%) is on 
undesignated 
greenfield land. 

Or 

Allocated site is <= 
100 m from a 
designated site (other 
than internationally 
designated or SSSI 
which will be assessed 
on basis of Impact 
Risk Zones – see 
significant negative 
effects column). 

 

 

 N/A   N/A  All other allocations. 

  

N/A 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

Or 

Significant effect with 
uncertainty (--?) if 
smaller part of 
allocated land (< 
25%) lies within 
designated site.  
Uncertainty relates to 
whether significant 
adverse effects can be 
avoided by layout of 
development within 
the site boundary. 

SA objective 7: To promote more sustainable transport choices and uptake 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Loss of / creation of 
new footpaths or 
cycleways. 

Source: BDC site 
assessment + PROW 
data (BDC). 

N/A  Loss of public footpath 
or cycleway   

Creation of new public 
footpaths or cycleways  

N/A  Diversion of public 
footpath / cycleway or 
no loss   

Impact unknown  

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distance to and 
regularity of public 
transport. 

Source: digital data 
showing bus stops and 
routes served (BDC to 
obtain from bus 
company) + 
timetables per bus 
company website 

N.B. See methodology 
chapter for assumed 
new bus service 
provision in large new 
housing 

N/A  > 400 m from a bus 
stop  

And 

 > 800 m from a 
railway station   

<= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
providing a seven day 
per week service  

<= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
providing a frequent 
service (>=1 per 
hour, at least 5 days 
per week)  

N/A  <= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
with unknown service 
frequency 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

developments. 

SA objective 8: Promote accessibility and ensure the necessary transport infrastructure to support new development 

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 
ALLOCATIONS 
Is the allocation within 
or directly adjacent to 
a settlement that has 
a high level of 
provision of services 
and facilities, as 
identified by the Local 
Plan settlement 
hierarchy? 

 
Source: Local Plan. 
 
* Settlement hierarchy 
shown is per the 
adopted Core Strategy 
– to be reviewed once 
the new hierarchy is 
defined by the new 
Local Plan.  

Allocation to the open 
countryside.  

Allocation to other 
settlements not 
identified in the 
settlement hierarchy.* 
 
  

Allocation to KEY 
SERVICE VILLAGES*   
Coggeshall, Earls 
Colne, Hatfield 
Peverel, Kelvedon, 
Sible Hedingham, 
Silver End.   

Allocation to MAIN 
TOWNS*  
Braintree, Bocking and 
Gt Notley; Witham; 
Halstead.  

Allocation to other 
settlements in the 
settlement hierarchy.* 

N/A  

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 
ALLOCATIONS 

Distance to and 
regularity of public 
transport. 

Source: digital data 
showing bus stops and 
routes served (BDC to 
obtain from bus 
company) + 
timetables per bus 
company website 

N.B. See methodology 
chapter for assumed 
new bus service 
provision in large new 

N/A  > 400 m from a bus 
stop  

And 

 > 800 m from a 
railway station   

<= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
providing a seven day 
per week service  

<= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
providing a frequent 
service (>=1 per 
hour, at least 5 days 
per week)  

N/A  <= 400 m from a bus 
stop or <= 800 m 
from a railway station 
with unknown service 
frequency 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

housing 
developments. 

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 
ALLOCATIONS 
Highways access 
information. 
 
Source: BDC site 
assessment. 

N/A  Highway access issues 
identified. 

No highway access 
issues identified. 

N/A  N/A  No highway access 
information in SHLAA. 

SA objective 9: To improve the education and skills of the population 

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 
Distance to a primary 
school. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing primary 
schools (BDC). 
 
N.B. See methodology 
chapter for assumed 
new school provision 
in large new housing 
developments. 

N/A  > 800 m  <= 800m , > 400m  <= 400 m  N/A  Uncertainty  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 
Distance to a 
secondary school. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing secondary 
schools (BDC). 
 
N.B. See methodology 
chapter for assumed 
new school provision 
in large new housing 
developments. 

N/A  > 4.8 km  <= 4.8km, > 2.4km  <= 2.4 km  N/A  Uncertainty  

SA objective 10: To maintain and enhance cultural heritage and assets within the District 

HOUSING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 

A significant negative 
effect with uncertainty 

Where development is 
between 250 m and 1 

N/A  N/A  No historic asset 
within 1 km of 

Uncertainty 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

ALLOCATIONS 
Impact on designated 
historic assets. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing Scheduled 
Monuments (LUC),  
Listed Buildings (LUC),  
Registered Park and 
Garden (LUC), 
Conservation Area 
(BDC), or other non-
statutory heritage 
designations (BDC).   
 

(--?) occurs where the 
development location 
is adjacent to or 
includes a designated 
heritage asset.  
Uncertainty as the 
actual effects on 
historic assets will 
depend on the exact 
scale, design and 
layout of the new 
development and 
opportunities may 
exist to enhance the 
setting of heritage 
features.  
  

km from designated 
heritage assets, a 
minor negative effect 
with uncertainty (-?) 
occurs.  Uncertainty as 
the actual effects on 
historic assets will 
depend on whether 
the development is 
visible from the asset 
and the exact scale, 
design and layout of 
the new development 
and opportunities may 
exist to enhance the 
setting of heritage 
features. 

allocation. 
  

SA objective 11: To reduce contributions to climate change 

More appropriately 
assessed on basis of 
the features and 
designs of individual 
development 
proposals. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

SA objective 12: To improve water quality and address water scarcity and sewerage capacity 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Groundwater Source 
Protection Zone (SPZ). 
 
Source: SPZs (LUC 
has this at 1:50k but 
BDC to provide if they 
hold larger scale 
data).  

N/A  Allocation falls within 
SPZ1 or SPZ2  

N/A  N/A  Allocation does not fall 
in any SPZs  

Allocation falls within 
SPZ3  

HOUSING 
ALLOCATIONS 

Capacities in sewage 
network. 
 
Source: Sewerage 
Network Constraint 
Mapping within Water 

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  AS PER CHAPTER 12 
‘SEWERAGE NETWORK 

CAPACITY’ IN THE 
WCS  
Site is in a key village 
or below in the 
Settlement Hierarchy 
(‘AWS confirm that the 

AS PER CHAPTER 12 
‘SEWERAGE NETWORK 

CAPACITY’ IN THE 
WCS  
Limited to those sites 
identified in 12.2 of 
the WCS (Northern 
and western extents of 



 

 

 Sustainability Appraisal for Braintree District Local Plan 83 December 2014 

Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

Cycle Study (BDC). 
 
N.B. Criteria shown 
are based on Water 
Cycle Study (WCS) 
Stage 2 Report 2011; 
to be updated once 
addendum to this 
report is completed. 

relatively low scale of 
the proposed growth 
at the key service 
villages is unlikely to 
require significant 
upgrades to the 
network.’) 

Bocking, central and 
eastern areas of 
Braintree, the 
proposed employment 
site at Great Notley, 
the majority of the 
proposed sites within 
Halstead, and sites in 
the northeast and 
southwest extents of 
Witham.) 

SA objective 13: To reduce the risk of flooding 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Sites within an area of 

high flood risk. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing high flood 
risk locations (BDC). 
 
N.B. Criteria shown to 
be reviewed once 
Addendum to Mid 
Essex SFRA and Essex 
CC Surface Water 
Management Plan 
become available. 

Significant proportion 
of allocation (>=25%) 

is within Flood Zone 
3a or 3b or a Critical 
Drainage Area and 
proposed use is not 
classified as 
appropriate to the 
Zone by Technical 
Guidance to the NPPF.  

Significant proportion 
of allocation (>=25%) 

is within Flood Zone 2 
or  smaller area (5% 
to < 25%) is within 
Flood Zone 3 or a 
Critical Drainage Area 
and proposed use is 
not classified as 
appropriate to the 
Zone by Technical 
Guidance to the NPPF. 

N/A  N/A  < 5% of allocation 
within Flood Zone 3/ 

Critical Drainage Area, 
or < 25% within Flood 
Zone 2, or proposed 
use is classified as 
appropriate to the 
Zone by Technical 
Guidance to the NPPF. 

Uncertainty  

SA objective 14: To improve air quality 

ALLOCATIONS FOR 
HOUSING OR OTHER 
SENSITIVE USES (e.g. 
hospital, school, 
childcare) 
Location within an 
area likely to have 
poor air quality. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing AQMAs 
(currently none in 
District but BDC to 
provide boundaries if 

Significant negative 
effect with uncertainty 
(--?) assumed where 
significant proportion 
of allocation (>= 
25%) is: 
 
a) within an AQMA (if 
any are designated in 
the future), or 
 
b) <= 200 m from the 
A12 or A120.    
 

N/A  N/A  N/A  All other allocations.  N/A   
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

any are designated in 
the future) and road 
corridors (LUC). 
  

Uncertainty relates to 
whether mitigation 
will; be possible 
through layout of 
development. 

SA objective 15: To maintain and enhance the quality of landscapes and townscapes 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
High sensitivity to 
change per the 
Landscape Character 
Assessment (LCA). 
 
Source: Landscape 
Character Assessment 

report (BDC). 
 
N.B. LCA 2006 is in 
the process of being 
updated 

High sensitivity to 
change. 

Moderate sensitivity to 
change. 

Low sensitivity to 
change. 

N/A  N/A  Unknown sensitivity to 
change.  

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Proposed extension to 
Dedham Vale AONB. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing extent of 
proposed extension 
(BDC). 

Significant effect with 
uncertainty (--?) 
where allocation is 
within proposed 
extension to Dedham 
Vale AONB.  
Uncertainty relates to 
whether all of the 
proposed extension 
area meets the criteria 
for AONB designation. 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Greenfield site or 
Previously Developed 
Land (PDL). 
 
Source: BDC site 
assessment.  

N/A  Greenfield land. PDL. N/A  N/A  Unknown whether 
greenfield or PDL. 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Visually Important 
Spaces. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing Visually 
Important Spaces 

N/A  Allocation is located in 
Visually Important 
Space, as identified by 
BDC and Parish 
Councils. 

N/A  N/A  Allocation is not 
located on identified 
Visually Important 
Space. 

Unknown whether 
Visually Important 
Space. 
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Site assessment 
criteria  

Significant negative 
effect (--)  

Negative effect (-)  Positive effect (+)  Significant positive 
effect (++)  

No / negligible 
effect (0) 

Uncertain effect (?) 

(BDC).  

ALL ALLOCATIONS 
Country Parks. 
 
Source: digital data 
showing country parks 
(LUC). 

N/A  Allocation is located in 
a Country Park. 

N/A  N/A  Allocation is not 
located on a Country 
Park. 

N/A 

SA objective 16: To safeguard and enhance the quality of soil 

ALL ALLOCATIONS 

Loss of good quality 
agricultural land  

Source: digital data 
showing agricultural 
land classification 
(LUC) 

Significant proportion 
of allocated land (>= 
25%) on grade 1 or 2 
agricultural land  

Significant proportion 
of allocated land (>= 
25%) on grade 3 
agricultural land  

N/A  N/A  All other sites 

 

N/A  

 


