Summary Information About Braintree District
The total population of Braintree District is 144,000
Age:
24.68% of the population are 60 or over

24.51% of the population are under 20

15.97%, the largest 10 year age band, are 40-49 

Disability: 
15.46% of the population suffer from a limiting long term illness.  

4.08% of the population are claiming Disability Living allowance

6.9% of the District’s population are providing up to 19 hours of unpaid care per week and a further 2.48% provide over 20 hours a week.
Gender Reassignment: 
Although limited data is available, the charity GIRES has produced a report looking at national estimates. The Report stated that the prevalence of people who had sought medical care for gender variance in the UK was 20 per 100,000, this equates to 10,000 people, of whom 6,000 had undergone transition, however these figures are based on NHS data alone and do not take into account treatment undertaken through private health care.

These figures can be applied to the total population of Braintree District in the absence of any more accurate information.
Marriage and Civil Partnerships: 
43.01% of people living in Braintree households are married couples and their families (2001 Census figure prior to legislation on civil partnerships). 
0.16% people are living as same sex couples (2001 Census figure prior to legislation on civil partnerships). 

The 2011 Census, when published, will include the number of people living in same sex civil partnerships
Pregnancy and Maternity: 

Between January 2010 and December 2010 there were 1,826 live births.

Of the 39,213 families in households, 42.65% had dependant children with a total of 30,545 dependant children across the District

Race: 
95.89% of the population are White British, with the next highest percentage being White Other at 1.49%  
Religion: 
74.23% people are Christian 
16.99% people, the second highest group, state they have no religion
7.70%. declined to answer this Census question
Sex 

49.22% are male 

50.78% are female 

Sexual Orientation: 

Little data exists with regards to sexual orientation and the number of people who are lesbians, gay men or bi-sexual. In 2009 the Office of National Statistics' Integrated Household Survey (IHS) included questions to explore sexual identity for the first time and research into the statistics continues. The IHS data indicates that:

· 95%of adults identified themselves as Heterosexual/Straight 

· 1% of adults identified themselves as Gay or Lesbian 

· 0.5% of adults identified themselves as Bisexual 

· 0.5% of adults identified themselves as ‘Other’ 

· just under 3% of adults stated they ‘don’t know’ or refused to answer the question 

· less than 1% of respondents provided no response to the question
These percentages can be applied to the total population of Braintree District in the absence of any more accurate information.

Information and Data used by Braintree District Council
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WRS Registrations

	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	Braintree Halstead and Witham Citizens Advice Bureau Client Profile 2010/11
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	Later Life Age UK
 HYPERLINK "http://www.braintree.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/FE947FEF-C4EB-40D9-A15C-E6B31F6705EA/0/Later_Life_UK_factsheet.pdf" 
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Collection and Analysis of Equality Information
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	Corporate Strategy 2012-16 Consultation
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	Braintree Community Transport User Survey 2011
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	Housing Assessment Data
Current housing register applicants are broken down across the equality strands and compared to the details of those applicants housed.  Variances between the two datasets are then looked at to see if a specific equality group has been proportionally housed more or less compared to other groups

Our E+D analysis has informed the Greater Haven Gateway Equality and Diversity Action Plan.  The action plan is in place to help ensure the sub regional Housing Allocations Policy does not unreasonably indirectly or directly discriminate against any of the nine protected characteristics.

Findings from this analysis are used to inform policy review.
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	People’s Panel

The People’s Panel comprises people from across the District representing different age groups and backgrounds.  Their views and opinions are sought by the Council as part of our consultation process on how services are developed and improved.
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	Council Tax

We collect data for the purpose of awarding discounts or exemptions from Council Tax on grounds of disability in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act.  
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	Hate Crime
Braintree District Council is a partners in The Braintree District Community Safety Partnership (BDCSP).  This Partnership undertakes an Annual Strategic Assessment which includes Hate Crime data and analysis of patterns of crime and disorder.  The subsequent results from the Strategic Assessment allows the BDCSP to set it’s key priorities for combating crime & disorder.
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How we comply with our General Duty under the Equality Act 2010
	Strategies and Policies
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	One District – One Vision A Strategy for People & Places in the Braintree District to 2026
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	Braintree District Council Corporate Strategy 2008-2012
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	Braintree District Council Charging Policy
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	Affordable Housing Strategy 2009-2014

	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Homelessness Review & Strategy 2008-2013
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	Safeguarding Policy
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	Procurement Strategy  2009-2012
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	Allocations Policy May 2011
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	Customer Access Strategy
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	EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICY
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	Asset Management Plan 2011-12
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	Braintree District Local Compact
Compact 
Engagement Code
Funding and Procurement Code
Volunteering Code
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Examples of  Initiatives And Actions That Demonstrate How We  Meet Our General Duty Under The Equality Act 2010 
· In partnership with Essex County Council, our Community Transport Scheme provides subsidised transport for those with mobility difficulties, wheelchair users or non profit making Groups.

      Between December 2010 and November 2011 we provided 56,044 passenger journeys, with 46% of our passengers aged 81-90.  

· We have published a Mini Guide for People aged over 60 and there is an older people’s webpage on our website http://www.braintree.gov.uk/info/200340/older_peoples_services 
· With funding secured from Essex County Council’s Adult Health and Wellbeing Team, we have developed a Keep Safe Scheme for people with a learning disability living in Braintree.   You can read more about the Scheme on  Keep Safe Braintree
· We use  

  on our website so that information is available in languages other than English

· We can provide written material in alternative formats and we welcome calls from Typetalk

· We use communication channels such as Twitter and Facebook to engage with a wide range of audiences

· We provide 2,226 customers with assisted Refuse & Recycling Collections to their properties on the grounds of age or disability
· We liaise closely with members of Braintree District Access Group to highlight and address matters regarding access to, and facilities within, public buildings.
· We make an average of 140 Disabled Facilities Grants per year providing financial assistance for adaptations to applicants’ properties to meet their specific needs. 

· Our Leisure Centres offer free swimming to children under 8  and people aged 60 and above

· We offer concessions on use of our Leisure Centres for disabled people and their carers, children aged 4-15, Students aged 16-23 in full-time education, people aged over 60 and people who are unemployed
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