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MEMBERS’ FOCUS 

AREA:  All Areas   
 
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Create a better place to live, work 
and play   
 
 
SUBJECT:   
 Activity Days 

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Kryshia Fuller  
2313 
 

TEL/EMAIL No.: 
kryshia.fuller@braintree.gov.uk  

BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
None 

INFORMATION: 
Activity Days 
All parish councils within the District are invited to host the Activity Days.  2004 is 
the first year that we have charged an entry fee of £5.00 per child.  The Activity 
Days involve sport, art & craft activities for 5-11 year olds in the school holidays. 
Children who have a Leisure Card can access the Activity Days with a 50% 
discount. 
187 Children attended during Easter 2004 achieving our target income  
542 Children attended during Summer 2004 achieving our target income  
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AREA:  Leisure Development  
 
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Leisure Development   
 
 
SUBJECT:   
Closure of Stevens Rd Pavilion  

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Taiwo Ajayi  

TEL/EMAIL No.: 
Taiwo.Ajayi@braintree.gov.uk 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
None 

INFORMATION: 
The closures of Stevens Rd pavilion for essential maintenance works are due to 
start on the 20th September and to be completed by the 8th October.  
 
Temporary measures have been put into place to accommodate football teams. 
In addition, they have been asked to use the Bramston Sports Centre changing 
facilities.  DC Leisure has reduced the level of service to the Stevens Rd Playing 
Fields allowing only 4 games a weekend until the pavilion reopens. All enquirers 
for the pitch hire at Stevens Road playing field are been advised of the closures.  
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS 

AREA:  All Areas   
 
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Create a better place to live, work 
and play   
 
SUBJECT:   
BRAINTREE DISTRICT CRICKET CAMPS  

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Taiwo Ajayi 
2769 

TEL/EMAIL No.: 
Taiwo.Ajayi@braintree.gov.uk 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
NONE 

INFORMATION: 
Over the school summer holidays, Braintree District Council Sports Development 
organised 5 cricket camps across the district.  The camps were hosted at: 
 

• Braintree Cricket Club  
• Halstead Cricket Club 
• Witham Cricket Club 
• Kelvedon and Feering Cricket Club  
• Coggeshall Cricket Club  
 

It was an opportunity for the clubs to promote themselves in the local community. 
With over 115 young participants taken part in the cricket camps it was an opportunity to 
promote cricket in the district and for clubs to attract new junior members.  For many 
young players it was an opportunity to experience cricket in a club environment and to be 
coached by cricket coaches who have coached for Essex Cricket Club.  
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS 

PRESS RELEASE  PRESS RELEASE   
 

WARNING HAZARDOUS WAIST! 
OBESITY ACCOUNTS FOR 30,000 DEATHS A YEAR 
(UK National Audit Office) 
 
 
Braintree Leisure Centre, Bramston Sports Centre, Halstead Leisure Centre and 
Riverside Centre are introducing a 4-week trial membership specifically designed 
to help people lose weight. 
 
Throughout September, people can sign up to a special 4-week weight-loss 
membership. Upon joining, participants will receive a personalised exercise 
programme and nutritional advice. 
 
There is no obligation to join any of these centres at the end of the four-week 
period, however members who wish to extend their membership will be 
rewarded with (a 50% discount off their joining fee)  
 
70% of men and 63% of women are obese or overweight, one third of children 
aged 8-15 are overweight or obese and obesity accounts for 30,000 deaths a year. 
By taking out the 4-week weight loss membership participants can expect to: 
 
• Increase energy levels 
• Lose weight 
• Improve their life and well-being 
• Enjoy unlimited use of the kinetika gym, workout classes and swimming 
 
Mick Packer contracts manager for the Braintree, Witham and Halstead sites, 
said, “ Weight loss is the main reason that members join a health club, however 
many members need extra advice, guidance and support to achieve their weight 
loss target. Fast acting  ‘miracle diets’ may look attractive, but the reality is 
there is no better way to get results than eating a sensible balanced diet and 
combine it with a personalised exercise programme.” 
 
For further information on the 4-week weight loss membership and facilities 
contact a Customer Advisor on: 
 
Bramston Sports Centre  01376 533422 
Braintree Leisure Centre  01376 552585 
Halstead Leisure Centre 01787 472480 
Riverside Centre  01376 323240 
 
END 
 
Contact:   Joby Humm (contract Marketing Manager) 
Tel no.  01376 533404 
Word Count: 274 
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News 

Web site competition for young people 
Page 1 of 1 
A web site design competition is aimed at young people under the age of 
19 throughout the Braintree District. It is part of an exciting project started by 
young people to provide a web site and one-stop signposting service.  The 
project aims to help solve many of the frustrations expressed by young 
citizens and other groups within the District. 
The idea is supported by Jean Twin; Young People’s Services Officer at 
Braintree Council. and she now looks to young people to show how the site 
should look and feel. 
Jean comments: “Young people consistently tell us that there is not enough 
for them to do. Helping find more things for young people to do is one of our 
key priorities and this council is working closely with other organisations to 
encourage more activities.”  She adds: “It’s only half the story because it also 
makes sense to help promote what is already out there: helping more young 
people to make a better informed choice on how to spend their free time.” 
“The web site will provide a fun and practical blend of links to other web-sites 
and professional agencies, as well as music, events, news and electronic 
forms for information – and that’s just a start!” 
The closing date for entries to the competition is 5th November 2004 and 
people can enter any of the three categories: 1 web site name and/or strap 
line - 2 front page design - 3 site pages and layout. 
For more information please contact Jean Twin (see posters for contact 
details) 
Notes: Opinion surveys consistently report that young people say: 

• There’s no one place to find out what’s on 
• We don’t always know where to get advice and information 
• We keep getting told that there’s lots for us to do 
• We’d like to have a mechanism to talk to the Council 
• We don’t have our own young people web site or web page 

Long term the project aims to:- 
• Increase access to advice and information 
• Connect existing relevant professional sites that are managed 

for young people 
• Ease the frustration of not knowing what is going on 
• Improve the availability of activities open to young people 
• Provide a service that is easy to manage and update without 

reprints and distribution 
• Promote a service that can be used by young people, schools or 

anyone who supports or works with young people. 
For more information contact:  Jean Twin (01376) 551414 x 2314 (office 
hours) or jean.twin@braintree.gov.uk 
Issued by:  PR Section  8 September 2004 
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ITEM FOR MEMBERS FOCUS – SEPTEMBER 2004 

 
 

Personal Belongings of Members and Officers 

 
 

The Council does not carry insurance which is designed to automatically 
compensate an officer who has had the misfortune of suffering damage 
to, or loss of, their personal belongings when in Causeway House or 
elsewhere.  The position is the same for members. There are, however, 
exceptions and these are when the belongings are held in trust by the 
Council, when there is a legal liability on the Council for what has 
happened or when under the personal accident policies the loss of 
personal belongings consisting of money, clothing, footwear and other 
property worn accompanies the bodily injury. 
 
As a general rule the Council accepts no responsibility for the personal belongings of 
either members or officers.  It should be emphasised that the responsibility for their 
security is that of the individual member or officer.  In some situations and depending 
on the type of property involved some members or officers may be able to look to be 
compensated through their own personal insurance arrangements. Checks should be 
made with their own insurers about the cover that is available to them. 
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AREA:  Leisure Development  
 
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Leisure Development   
 
 
SUBJECT:   
Sports Awards  

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Taiwo Ajayi  

TEL/EMAIL No.: 
Taiwo.Ajayi@braintree.gov.uk 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
None 

INFORMATION: 
 
The Braintree District Sports Development Forum is once again hosting the 
annual Sports Awards.  The awards are to honour the contributions made by 
individuals and clubs and to also acknowledge the time and effort put into sport in 
the Braintree District. 
 

There are 8 categories:  
 
• Sporting Young Achiever of the Year 
• Sporting Senior Achiever of the Year 
• Disabled Sporting Achiever of the Year 
• Veteran Sporting Achiever of the Year  
• Coach of the Year  
• Sports Volunteer of the Year  
• Club Award   
• Achievement Award 

Nomination forms have been sent to over 200 clubs, and all primary and 
secondary schools in the Braintree District. 
 
The event will take place on Friday 15 October 2004 at Braintree Leisure 
Centre.  Closing date for nominations – Friday 24 September 2004. 
 
You can down a nomination form, from the Braintree District Council Website 
www.braintree.gov.uk click on leisure, click on events, click on Sports Awards 
2004. 
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AREA:  Leisure Development  
 
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Leisure Development   
 
 
SUBJECT:   
Closure of Swimming Pool at Riverside 
Swim Centre  

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Taiwo Ajayi  

TEL/EMAIL No.: 
Taiwo.Ajayi@braintree.gov.uk 

BACKGROUND PAPERS: 
None 

INFORMATION: 
 
The closure of the swimming pool at Riverside Swim Center is due to essential 
maintenance work. The closure will only affects the swimming pool; all other services at 
Riverside Swim Center are still open. It is hoped that the swimming pool will be closed 
from Thursday 9th September until Tuesday 14th September. The maintenance work is to 
take place on the swimming pool plant equipment, which has been affecting the pools 
temperature. Notices have been posted in and around the pool and regular users have 
been informed of the closure.   
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