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	Background Papers:- 
Nottingham Declaration 2006; LACM SIP; National Indicators

Financial Implications:-
None

Equalities Implications:-
None
Legal Implications:-
            None
Options: 

To note progress made on climate change; the new National Indicators on climate change; and the internal Carbon Management Programme
Risks: 

Failure to meet National Performance Indicator requirements if decision is not agreed.


	 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report marks the end of a third year of progress in dealing with climate change issues since the joint signing with Uttlesford District Council of the Nottingham Declaration on Climate Change in January 2006, and provides members with the detail of the considerable progress that has been made this year to reduce the council’s own and the district’s carbon footprint. 

In the last 6 months the Climate Change Manager has put in measures to reduce the Council’s carbon footprint by 158 tonnes (this can be represented by volume with an equivalent number of hot air balloons) saving £24,455 per annum. Below are some of the key projects:   
· Replacement lighting at George Yard car park saving 26 tonnes CO2 and £7000 pa
· Installation of Dyson hand dryers saving 4 tonnes CO2 and £2,300 pa
· Braintree Town Hall loft insulation saving 9 tonnes CO2 and £1,200 pa
· Causeway House heating turned down by 1.0c saving 12 tonnes CO2 and £2,300 pa

· Installing inverters on leisure centre pool pumps saving 92 tonnes CO2 and £10,200 pa
In addition we have been undertaking external activities across the district and it has been calculated that the authority is responsible for reducing carbon emissions by 35,947 tonnes (or an equivalent number of hot air balloons). This has generated a real saving across the district of £160,000 per annum. Key projects include:

· Providing energy advice and grants saving 6945 tonnes CO2

· Planting 13,800 trees saving up to 6815 tonnes CO2

· Recycling 24,931 tonnes of waste saving 24,026 tonnes CO2

· Securing sustainable development through Planning saving 917 tonnes CO2

· Supporting renewable energy installations saving 49 tonnes CO2

The report in the appendix, highlights in detail the projects that have been undertaken and their contribution to the reduction of carbon emissions.  All these projects are monitored and reported under the new National Performance Indicators.  One requirement of the new indicators is to produce a Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan that sets out how the council intends to adapt to the risks of climate change and reduce our future emissions. Therefore this report requests members to commit to producing a strategy and action plan to clearly map out our future actions.




	RECOMMENDATION

(a) That Members acknowledge the internal and external carbon savings that have been made in such a short period of time. 

(b) Commission the production of a Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan for December 2009. 


CLIMATE CHANGE PROGRESS REPORT


THREE YEARS OF PROGRESS SINCE THE NOTTINGHAM DECLARATION


Agenda Item 8a








Contact Details:- 	Mark Wilson


Designation:-  	Climate Change Manager


Ext. No:-		2325


E Mail Address:- 	�HYPERLINK "mailto:mark.wilson@braintree.gov.uk"��mark.wilson@braintree.gov.uk�
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