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AREA: All

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: A Better Place to Live, Work and
Play

SUBJECT: Consultation with Faith Groups | CONTACT OFFICER: Sheila Cook Policy

— Best Practice from BDC Officer (Equity and Access)

TEL/EMAIL No.:2322 BACKGROUND PAPERS:

sheila.cook@braintree.gov.uk Local Inter Faith Activity in the UK: A
Survey

INFORMATION:

Braintree District Council’s consultations with local faith groups have been highlighted
in a recent national survey which looks at local inter faith initiatives around the UK. Part
of the survey, which was carried out by the Inter Faith Network for the UK, looks in
depth at how local government is working with inter faith structures and faith groups.
The survey acknowledged that rural authorities find it challenging to draw faith groups
into consultation, especially where the population belonging to the smaller faith groups is
scattered.

As part of last summer’s public consultation for the Community Strategy, BDC invited
representatives of faith groups from across the District to take part in an interactive
consultation exercise. We then provided them with a resource pack to repeat the
consultation exercise back in their faith communities. The faith groups were given an
individual analysis of their group’s views and recently they have met together again for
group feedback and to nominate a faith group representative on the PACT (Partners and
Community Together) Core Group which drives he Community Strategy. In addition to
this, the chance to meet with faith groups has enhanced our relationship with our local
Muslim community and their community leader is now also part of the PACT Steering
Group.
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News

Dial-a-ride service extended to Braintree

District
Page 1 of 1

Dial-a-ride, the door to door transport service for people with mobility difficulties who
are unable to use the usual public transport, is now available in the Braintree District.

This is a personal service mainly for wheelchair users, both manual and electric.

Dial-a-ride uses a specially equipped minibus to carry passengers with or without
wheelchairs for trips up to 20 miles or so, depending on availability, for shopping,
visiting, social, appointments, etc. There is a yearly membership fee of £7.50 and
passengers pay a contribution towards the cost of their trip - £1.75 for up to 5 miles
or 35p per mile for longer trips. EDPA vouchers are now accepted and carers/friends

can register to accompany the member and pay £1 per trip.

Executive councillor for Rural Affairs, Wendy Scattergood commented,
“Dial-a-ride is not means tested and is for young and old people alike. In a mainly
rural District such as ours the importance of community transport schemes cannot be
underestimated. For many people being able to call on a mini bus with a helpful
driver is like a key to the world outside their home: for social visits or shopping,

individuals or groups.”

The service operates from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and is for anyone meeting
the criteria living in the Braintree District. Residents who would like to register or
would like more information about the service should call the Community Transport

Team on 01376 327357.
ENDS

For more information contact:
Sheila Wright, Community Transport Co-ordinator, 01376 327357

Issued by: PR Section 28 November 2003
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News

Discovery Centre project for Mencap students
Page 1 of 1

For the past four weeks two groups of students from the Mencap Learning for Work College
have been working at the Discovery Centre, Great Notley Garden Village to gain experience of
working outdoors. Their task has been to regenerate Pitch Pond which has been on the site
since it was farmland but, over the years, has become very overgrown and spoilt by litter and
rubbish.

During the four weeks the students have worked enthusiastically to clear the area surrounding
the pond, cutting back the plant life, removing rubbish and clearing all the plant debris. The
work has also involved felling three dead trees, the logs from which have been used by the

students to create log-piling — a natural habitat for wildlife, in particular the stag beetle.

In the New Year the students will return to the country park to tackle further maintenance

projects including ditch clearance, tree and hedge planting.

Executive councillor Roger Walters congratulated the students on their hard work and
added,

“This has been a difficult and sometimes dirty task but the students have worked very hard and
with great enthusiasm. The end result is a terrific job which is a real credit to them and a

lasting benefit to the country park.”

Sarah Clarke, education and employment co-ordinator with Learning for Work College, said,
“It has been great for the students to work in teams alongside their friends from college,
learning new skills, using new tools and all the while having great fun too. The sense of
satisfaction the students have from a job well done is priceless, needless to say they are all

looking forward to coming back after Christmas.”

ENDS

For more information contact:

Dave Carter, Discovery Centre, 01376 347134

Sarah Clarke, Learning for Work College, 01245 344355

Issued by: PR Section 11 December 2003
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BRAINTREE SCOUTS PLANT TREES TO LAUNCH NEW
FOIL RECYCLING CAMPAIGN

Date: Saturday 29" November 2003

Time: 10.45—-11.00 am

Location: Great Notley Country Park, Braintree

Contact: Clare Neely, Braintree District Council, 01376 551414 ext. 2203

Members of the 1 Braintree Scout Group will join Officers from Braintree District
Council to plant trees at the Great Notley Country Park to promote their new foil
recycling scheme.

Foil and foil containers can now be recycled at the special banks at the Scout Hut
off John Ray Street, Braintree.

Residents throughout Braintree District now have a new opportunity to
recycle their foil and foil containers, whilst helping their local
environment and a local Scout group.

Members of the 1% Braintree Scout Group joined Officers from Braintree District
Council to plant trees at the Great Notley Country Park to promote the new recycling
campaign.

For every tonne of foil and aluminium cans collected for recycling until the end of
June 2004, ALUPRO will donate a tree to the Woodland Trust. Cans and foil
collected in the Braintree District will be used to fund the planting of native trees at
the Great Notley County Park. The more aluminium that is collected for recycling, the
greater the number of trees that will be able to be planted.

As part of this scheme, Braintree District Council has joined forces with the 1%
Braintree Scouts based at the Scout Hut off John Ray Street, Braintree to offer
residents a chance to recycle their old foil and foil containers. A special recycling
banks for the collection of clean aluminium foil and foil containers is now available at
the Scout hut where printer toner cartridges and mobile phones can also be donated
for recycling.

Foil and foil containers must be clean, dry and free from food waste. Separate your
takeaway containers, pie and cake cases, clean cooking foil and foil bottle tops, and
take them along to one of the special foil banks. We cannot accept shiny crisp packets,
sweet wrappers or shiny foil wrapping paper for recycling as although these may look
like foil, and even say ‘foil packed’ they are in fact made of metal-coated plastic and
cannot be recycled. Do the scrunch test: if it springs back when scrunched in the hand
then it’s plastic, not aluminium.

Please remember that all food, drink and aerosol cans can be recycled via the

Council’s Recycling Bank Sites, or as part of our kerbside recycling collection

service. Foil cannot be collected as part of the kerbside recycling service as

aluminium cans and aluminium foil are made of different types of aluminium and

follow different recycling paths: aluminium cans are recycled to make new drinks
5
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News

Witham refuse and recycling survey results
Page 1 of 1

The results of a customer survey of the Witham refuse and recycling collection
service show that nine out of ten residents think the scheme is easy to participate in.
The survey was issued in the Spring edition of the era newsletter and followed on
from the results that were received last year.

Residents in Witham have been receiving a collection of rubbish and garden waste in
wheeled bins since October 2000. Over 80% of residents find the bins are large
enough ‘most of the time’ and only 5% stating that their grey bin was ‘never’ big
enough. While residents in Braintree are beginning to get used to their new wheeled
bins the survey has shown nearly all the Witham residents prefer using wheeled bins
to black refuse sacks.

Executive Councillor for environmental protection, Roger Walters said,

“The era scheme has been running now in Witham for three years and residents
have obviously adapted well to the changes, diverting around 50% of their household
waste for recycling. As residents in Braintree get used to their new wheeled bins, we
hope to see similar, if not greater results. Our thanks must go to the residents of
Witham who are working hard to separate their materials for recycling and all Council
employees too who have worked hard to make the scheme such a success”

Details of respondents to the survey were entered into a free prize draw with Mrs
Jacqui Martin of Juvina Close, Witham receiving first prize of a hamper full of
recycled products.

Mrs Martin said, “l think it's important to let the Council know how we feel about the
collection of rubbish and recycling, especially as Witham was a trial for the Braintree
scheme. It was difficult in the beginning, but it's second nature now to put the

different materials for recycling in the clear bags”.
ENDS

Notes: Other prize winners are Mr Sayce of Witham Lodge and Mr Johnson of
Maldon Road have both won a kitchen sorting bin, and Mrs Davis of Medway
Avenue, Mr Lock of Maldon Road and Mrs Woodhouse of Barnardiston Way have all
won a wheelie bin cover

ERA is Essex Recycling in Action

For more information contact:
Clare Neely, Environmental Promotions Officer, 07970 993656

Issued by: PR Section 2 December 2003
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News

Positive progress with Spring Lodge
Page 1 of 1

Witham Community Association’s executive committee met last week with Clir Michael Lager,
deputy leader at Braintree District Council, about their future accommodation at Spring Lodge.
Association chairman Sheila Gunson said after the meeting: “We can report that consultation
and positive progress are being made. No decision to move Spring Lodge has yet been made
and Braintree District Council is willing to look at all options put forward for the benefit of Spring
Lodge Community Centre and its users.”

At the meeting it was agreed that the Association will think through their future needs for
accommodation in conjunction with others involved, and the District Council will consider
carefully all the alternatives before any decision is made. All agreed that improvements are
needed due to changes in community needs and good practice since the Centre was built in
the 1970s. CliIr Lager confirmed the District Council’s wish to work closely with all users in
arriving at detailed designs, and their intention to see Witham provided with community facilities
of which the town can be proud.

A further meeting at the end of January has been fixed to consider progress together.
ENDS

For more information contact: Cllr Michael Lager (01376) 513747
or WCA on (01376) 511042

Issued by: PR Section 15 December 2003
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News

EMBARGO - Wednesday 10 December @ 00.01

Lottery weaves exciting future for Braintree archive
with £2m cash boost

Braintree District Museum has been awarded a grant of £1,908,500 from the Heritage Lottery
Fund (HLF) to acquire and display the Warner Archive, a comprehensive record of high quality
British weaving, dating from the early 19t century, that is key to the nation’s textile heritage.
The project will make this collection, which includes over 80,000 fabrics and designs, available

to the public for the first time ever.

The Warner Archive is the only comprehensive record of British high quality Jacquard hand
weaving from ¢1821-1971, with a companion collection of printed textiles, designs, point
papers, documents and powerwoven cloths. The majority of these were manufactured in
Braintree, and the fabrics feature in many Royal palaces, National Trust properties and 10

Downing Street.

Funding will enable the adaptation of the Grade Il listed Warner’s Mill in Braintree to store and
display the Archive, creating a study space, display areas and additional storage facilities. The
project will ensure that everyone can learn about and enjoy the archive, whether members of

the public, school children, or the wide range of public bodies and film companies who currently

use it as a valuable historic resource.

The Warner’s Mill display will focus on design, technology, art and cultural
diversity, covering topics such as weaving and print techniques, design influences
and the social history of the company’s workers. There will be an educational
programme with opportunities for hands-on experience of duplicate samples with
activities for children and both permanent and changing exhibitions, talks and
events including a focus on multi-cultural themes.

In addition, the Museum hopes to commission a major touring exhibition of the archive within
the first year of opening, and will grow the collection by commissioning original works from
contemporary artists to reflect ongoing changes in taste and fashion.

(continued)
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Robyn Greenblatt, Regional Manager for HLF in the East of England, said; ‘The Warner
Archive is a fascinating reflection of the history of design taste in the 19t and 20t centuries,
and represents a significant part of Essex’s industrial history. We are thrilled to help secure the
future of this great collection and look forward to working closely with Braintree District Museum
to open it up for everyone to enjoy.’

Lynette Flint, Chair of Trustees of Braintree District Museum, adds; “Itis an irreplaceable
record of people who lived and worked here and the legacy of national importance, which they
have created.”

Braintree District Council Leader David Finch comments: “This is a truly unique opportunity
to bring part of the nation’s heritage back home to Braintree and Essex; where the scale and
variety of the collection will show the full story of silk weaving in the town in the original mill

building already saved by the Council.”
- ends -

For further information, please contact:

Alex Gaskell, Heritage Lottery Fund — Tel: 020 7591 6047, email agaskell@hlf.org.uk .
Website: www.hlf.org.uk. Jean Grice, Braintree District Museum 01376 325266

Notes to Editors:

- The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn
more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local
parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF
grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. We have supported more than
12,000 projects, allocating over £2billion across the UK.

- Braintree District Museum attracts ¢.40,000 visitors a year, including 9,000 for educational
days. Warner’'s Mill and the railway station are 400m from the Museum, which is linked by
free public transport to Freeport Designer Village.

Briefing @ Braintree Town Hall Centre, 10.30am Tuesday 9th

Photo opportunity @ Warner’s Mill, 11.00am

Photo opportunity & interviews @ Braintree Museum from 11.30am
— featuring part of the collection and associated displays

3091 Issued by: PR Section 8 December 2003
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