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MEMBERS’ FOCUS
AREA: LEGAL SERVICES

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION PROSECUTIONS

SUBJECT:Environmental issues/anti social | CONTACT OFFICER:Brenda Sipple
behaviour

TEL/EMAIL No.:01376 552525 Ext 2631 | BACKGROUND PAPERS:

INFORMATION:
On Monday 15" September 2003 the following matters were prosecuted in the Witham
Magistrates Court.

S.87 Environmental Protection Act throwing down.dropping or otherwise depositing in
an open space litter

Sean Russell Chapman of 1 Bowers Cottage Great Henny for throwing fast food
packaging from his car. Colin Batchelor Principal Environmental Health Officer
witnessed the offence. He offered a fixed penalty fine which was not paid.
Fined £80 ordered to pay £80 costs

Ian Michael McDonald of 27 Plume Avenue Colchester for throwing litter from his car in
Coggeshall Road Braintree. Colin Batchelor witnessed the offence. He offered a fixed
penalty fine which was not paid.

Fined £80 ordered to pay £80 costs

S80 Environmental Protection Act - - breach of an Abatement Notice

Robert Jackson of 6 Tenter Close Braintree failure to clear dog faeces on a daily basis
and not to store dog faeces in bags or containers.
Fined £75 and ordered to pay £25 costs.

Natasha LeWinton of 6 Tenter Close Braintree — failure to clear dog faeces on a daily
basis and not to store dog faeces in bags or containers.
Fined £75 and ordered to pay £25 costs.
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AREA: CORPORATE

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: PROMOTING DEMOCRACY

SUBJECT: Appointment of Independent
Persons to Standards Committee

CONTACT OFFICER: P J Dempsey
Monitoring Officer

TEL/EMAIL No.:Ext. 2620
patrick.dempsey@braintree.gov.uk

BACKGROUND PAPERS:
The Relevant Authorities (Standards
Committee) Regulations 2001

INFORMATION:

The Council, at its meeting on 8" October 2003, agreed the appointment of four
Independent (non-councillor) members to the Standards Committee. They are:-

e Anthony John French of Hatfield Peverel who is the retired Finance Director of
British Gas Eastern. He is also a volunteer adviser at Chelmsford Citizens Advice
Bureau, a Governor of Hatfield Peverel Infant School and a member of the Lord
Chancellor's Sub-Committee which recommends people for the Chelmsford and

Witham Magistrates Benches.

e Trefor Jones who lives in Braintree. Mr Jones is General Manager of Meteor
Parking Limited responsible for all of that company's operation at Stansted Airport
which incorporates all airport car parks, airside and onside transportation both on and

off airport.

e Peter Gordon Schwier of Great Maplestead. Mr Schwier was born and bred in
Halstead and has lived and worked for the majority of his life in the District.

e Christopher Rodney Webb of Braintree. Mr Webb is a business consultant within
the material supplies to the building and construction industries.

As well as the four Independent Persons, the Standards Committee comprises three
District Councillors (Barlow, Finbow and Tanner) and two Parish Representatives,
William Fossick of Greenstead Green and Halstead Rural Parish Council and Steven

Goodfellow of Witham Town Council.
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AREA: Financial Services

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Resources

SUBJECT: Business Rate revaluation 2005 | CONTACT OFFICER:
Dave Ekins, Local Tax Manager

TEL/EMAIL No.: 2910 BACKGROUND PAPERS:
davek@braintree.gov.uk Section 5, Local Government Act 2003

INFORMATION: To advise Members of the introduction, requirements and impact of
the Business Rate revaluation.

Background

Business Rates are a standard charge levied across the whole country. Sums collected are
based on ratable values and paid into a national pool before being redistributed to
authorities on a per capita basis.

Business ratable values are based on open market rental values. Once every five years, all
business properties must be revalued. The purpose of the revaluation is to redistribute the
burden of charge in line with regional movements in the property markets. The next
revaluation comes into effect on 1 April 2005 and will be based on the business ratable
values listed on 1 April 2003. The valuation office can amend this list, but businesses
cannot make an appeal until 1 April 2005

New Requirements

At the next revaluation, a small business rate relief is being introduced to benefit
businesses that occupy a single property with a ratable value of less than £8000. This
relief will be funded by larger businesses paying more. Any business facing substantial
increases will have their charges phased in over a number of years.

Mandatory Charity relief will apply for the first time to registered amateur sports clubs,
this will reduce the discretionary amounts currently given to such organisations by this
Authority.

Impact

Research by the Valuation Office begins in October 2003. Consultation with Local
Authorities will take place between June and August 2004. Businesses are aware that

new legislation is imminent.

The effect of this revaluation will be made public six months before its effective date,
however, we can expect to receive increased business contact in the second half of 2004.

Consultation

Consultation with interested parties will take place between June and August 2004.
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AREA: CORPORATE
CORPORATE THEME HEADING: PROMOTING DEMOCRACY

SUBJECT: Democratic Services — CONTACT OFFICERS:
Information Update See below

BACKGROUND PAPERS: Committee Files

TEL/EMAIL No.:

Nigel Abbott (ext 2610) Eileen Self (ext 2612)
e-mail nigab@braintree.gov.uk e-mail eilse@braintree.gov.uk
Sarah Cocks (ext 2844) David Triggs (ext 2611)

e-mail davtr@braintree.gov.uk
Alison Webb (ext 2614)
e-mail aliwe(@braintree.gov.uk

e-mail sarco@braintree.gov.uk
Melanie Reynoldson (ext 2613)
e-mail melre@braintree.gov.uk

INFORMATION:

Below are details of the Minutes and Appeal Decisions which have been dispatched from
Democratic Services between 14/08/03 and 13/10/03. Copies are available on request. Please
contact one of the above officers. Also detailed are those meetings to be held during the next

month.

Minutes:- Date of Meeting
Silver End Memorial Gardens Management Advisory Group 6" August 2003
Health Improvement Committee 11"™ August 2003
Braintree Area Committee 12™ August 2003
Museum Executive/Trustees 14™ August 2003
Halstead Area Committee 19" August 2003
Braintree & Bocking Recreation Ground Trustees 20™ August 2003
Witham Area Committee 26™ August 2003
Halstead Pools Sub Group 28™ August 2003
Regulatory Committee 3" September 2003
Drivers Panel 3" September 2003
Braintree Area Committee 9™ September 2003
Domestic Violence Panel 11" September 2003
Modernisation Group 11™ September 2003
Silver End Memorial Gardens Management Advisory Group 15" September 2003
Regulatory Committee 16" September 2003
Halstead Area Committee 16™ September 2003
Local Plan Panel 18™ September 2003
Community Safety Responsible Authority Group 22™ September 2003
Witham Area Committee 23" September 2003
Scrutiny Panel 24™ September 2003
Friends of Halstead Public Gardens AGM 25™ September 2003
Environment and Enterprise Policy Review Group 25" September 2003
Housing Partnership Board 30™ September 2003

Community and Housing Policy Review Group

Braintree District Access Group — The Minutes of the meeting of the Group held on 15"
September 2003 are available for inspection in the Democratic Services Section. Alternatively, a

copy of the Minutes can be forwarded on request.

Planning Appeal Decisions :-

02/01727/0OUT — Erection of two dwellings, land between Layzells and The Poplars, Long Green,

Cressing (Dismissed)

30™ September 2003
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS

AREA: CORPORATE

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: PROMOTING DEMOCRACY

SUBJECT: Registration and declarations of
interest, gifts and hospitality

CONTACT OFFICER: P J Dempsey
Monitoring Officer

TEL/EMAIL No.: Ext. 2620
patrick.dempsey@braintree.gov.uk

BACKGROUND PAPERS:
Code of Conduct for Members

INFORMATION:

The Standards Board for England has published a revised edition of its guidance booklet,
'How do I register and declare interests, and register gifts and hospitality?' A copy was
sent to each District Councillor in August. The Standards Board has also issued copies
direct to all Town and Parish Councils. Copies of this and previous guidance can be
printed free of charge from the Standards Board's web site at www.standardsboard.co.uk.
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AREA: LICENSING

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: COMMUNITY SAFETY

SUBJECT: Licensing Act 2003 CONTACT OFFICER: John Brett &
Larry Cope.
TEL/EMAIL No.Ext 2530 and 2790 BACKGROUND PAPERS:
Email :johbr@braintree.gov.uk Dcms draft guidance under section 177
Larco@braintree.gov.uk Essex licensing Forum
RICS East of England News
Notes to the Licensing Act 2003

INFORMATION:
THE LICENSING ACT 2003 — An Overview

The Licensing Act 2003 was passed on the 10th July 2003.

ble
Licensing Authorities have to prepare their Statements of Licensing Policy
in line with the Secretary of State’s guidance. Following consultation, policy

will be laid before the Regulatory Committee and Full Council with
publication due by April 2004.

The end of May (the first appointed day), will be the first date for
applications for conversions to personal licences, process licences, club

premises certificates etc. Applications will have to be processed from June
to December 2004.

It is anticipated that in December 2004 the remaining provisions of the Act
and identifying the second appointed day (anticipated to be January 2005)
will come into force. This will end the present licensing regime.

The transitional provisions and the need for individual applicants to hold a
recognised licensed training qualification will require careful consideration
and pre-planning although it is fair to say that all existing holders of a
Justices Licence will receive “grandfather” rights.

censing Authority
The Licensing Authority will be the Local Authority for the area in which
the premises are situated, or in the case of personal licences, the area in
which the applicant is normally resident.
The role of Licensing Justices will cease, although Magistrates will have a
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role on appeals.

The Council will have to constitute a Licensing Committee of between 10
and 15 Members and may perform by sub delegating the exercise of
functions to one or more sub committees of 3 Members.

censing Objectives
The new licensing system has four objectives which are key to all licensed
operations:-
1. The prevention of crime and disorder
2. Public Safety
3. The prevention of Public Nuisance
4. The protection of Children from Harm

The new Licensing Framework and Licences.

Personal Licences — Will be held by individuals, authorising them to sell or
supply alcohol or authorise the sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on or off
the premises. A premises licence must be in force for the carrying on of that
activity.

An individual must be at least 18 years of age, possess a recognised qualification
and be able to show the Council that they have not been convicted of certain
relevant offences.

Personal Licences will have a 10 year duration and be renewable.

Premises Licences — Will authorise the licensee (subject to operating
conditions), to use the premises to which the licence relates, for licensed
activities.

Operating conditions regulate the use of the licensed premises for licensable
activities and reflect the key Licensing Objectives.

A Premises Licence will continue until it is either revoked or surrendered
and will not be time limited unless the applicant requests the licence for a
specific period.

Representations about applications may be made by anyone, but must concern

the promotion of the licensing objectives. A review can be sought once a licence
has been granted of either the licence or the conditions attached to it.

Club Certificates — Will provide authorisation for qualifying Clubs to use
their premises for qualifying club activities. These include the supply of
alcohol to a club member, sale by retail, of alcohol to a guest of a club
member, for consumption on the premises and the provision of regulated
entertainment by or on behalf of the club for its members or guests. It does
not provide for the sale of alcohol to non members and therefore clubs who
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currently rent out premises for special events will require a Premises Licence
as above.

Occasional Permissions, Occasional Licences/Temporary Event Notices
The Act provides new arrangements for licensable activities for occasional

and temporary events, where less than 500 people attend.

Applicants notify the details of an event to the Local Authority. This is
acknowledged and (subject to challenge by the authority), operates thereafter as
a temporary event notice.

Operating Conditions — 24/7 Option — Applicants can choose the days and
hours during which they wish to be licensed to carry on the activities of the
premises. Licences will be granted on the terms specified in the application
unless, following representations, the Authority considers it necessary to
reject the application or to vary the proposed terms in order to meet the

licensing objectives.
The preparation of applicants Operating Schedules will be critical to securing the
required licences and will be a key issue for them to address.

Local Authority Statements of Licensing Policy — The Act lays down
procedures for regulating and controlling functions of a Licensing Authority.
Each Authority is required to publish a policy framework document which
must be reviewed every three years. The statement of policy must take into
account, the views of those representing the holders of licences and
certificates, local residents, businesses, police and fire authority. Local
Authorities are also required to take into account the considerable guidance
issued by the Secretary of State.

Guidance prepared by the Secretary of State is expected to be laid before
Parliament this month (October). The Essex Licensing Forum, with Chief
Executives support, having regard to the draft Guidance from the Secretary of
State, has worked to prepare a Generic Statement of Licensing Policy for Essex.
This will shortly to be prepared for consultation.

Statements of Licensing Policy must be considered when preparing Operating
Conditions.

Operating Schedules — Applicants will need to set out details relating to the
operation of their premises and the licensable activities carried out.

Subject matter will include proposed hours of opening, the individual who is
to act as the designated premises supervisor and whether alcohol is to be
supplied for consumption on or off the premises. Also, how the applicant is
to promote the licensing objectives.

The operating schedule will set out the permitted activities and limitations
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that apply to them. Applicants therefore decide, subject to determination by
the Local Authority, the nature and conditions relating the activities carried
out at their premises.

Provisional Statements- Where premises are being or are to be constructed,
altered or extended and the intended use is for licensable activities, an
application may be made to the Local Authority for a Provisional Statement.
The statement provides a degree of assurance about trading conditions

Appeals — The Act makes provision for decisions made by the Licensing
Authority to be subject to appeal to the Magistrates Court.

Transitional Provisions- A person who is either the holder of an existing
licence or who has the consent of the holder of an existing licence, may,
within 6 months of the first appointed day, apply to the Local Authority for

the conversion of the existing licence to a premises licence.

The holder of an existing Justices Licence (under the Licensing Act 1964) may
apply for the grant of a Personal Licence without having to possess the licensing
qualifications required under the Act.

Other Terms.

Designated Premises Supervisor — An individual who is specified in a
premises licence as fulfilling the role of premises supervisor. Alcohol may
not be supplied at a Licensed Premises unless the designated premises
supervisor possesses a Personal Licence. Every supply of alcohol at a
Licensed Premises must be made by a Personal Licence holder or an
individual authorised by a personal licence holder.

Door Supervision — Where a premises licence requires door supervision, the
licence must provide that the security function be carried out by persons
licensed by the Security Industry Authority (established under the Private
Security Industry Act 2001).
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS
AREA: Housing

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Housing for People

SUBJECT: CONTACT OFFICER:

Best Value User/Tenants Satisfaction M Gosling

Survey

TEL/EMAIL No.: Ext 2115 or BACKGROUND PAPERS:
Mikgo@pbraintree.gov.uk Audit Commission - Best Value Pls

1. Background Information

In July 2003, Braintree District Council carried out a tenants’/user satisfaction survey as
required by Best Value legislation. The survey sought responses to two national BVPIs as
part of the Government’s Best Value performance review initiative. In addition to the
national indicators the survey asked tenants a range of questions about their homes and
the services provided by the Council.

The Council commissioned Kwest Research to carry out the 2003 survey. Kwest sent
questionnaires to 2,250 households (out of a total of 8,500) together with a reply-paid
envelope for returning completed survey forms. To encourage participation, the Council
offered a prize draw incentive to all those taking part. A total of 1,015 replies were
received, representing a response rate of 45%.

2. Overview Findings

Findings throughout the research reveal that the Council is providing a good service,
which is meeting the needs of the majority of tenants. Indeed, eight in ten customers
express satisfaction with the Council as their landlord - ratings, which are above average
in comparison with other housing providers surveyed by Kwest nation-wide.

Tablel Satisfaction with each key service area — district wide

Satisfaction with the % expressing Performance
overall service satisfaction benchmark
Overall satisfaction with accommodation 88% above average
Opverall satisfaction with the area as a place to live 88% above average
Satisfaction with overall landlord service provided 80% above average
Overall satisfaction with the repairs service 73% above average
Satisfaction with opportunities to take part in 57% above average

management and decision-making

The proportion of tenants expressing satisfaction with each service is provided in table 1.
Views on the overall satisfaction of the key landlord services and consultation are
broadly positive. In-depth analysis reveals that people living in Witham are generally
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more satisfied with the services received from the Council than people in other areas.
Analysis by property type shows that tenants accommodated in bungalows form the
group most likely to be satisfied with the Council, whilst people in flats are the group
most likely to be dissatisfied.

3. Repairs

The repairs service is generally well received. Three-quarters (75%) are satisfied with
the way the Council deals with repairs and maintenance. Despite this, 18% express
dissatisfaction, with the most common reasons for this being the time taken before work
started and not being told when work would start. The strongest elements of the repair
service are the attitude of workers and keeping dirt and mess to a minimum.

Table 2 Satisfaction with repairs by area

Braintree Halstead Witham

Overall satisfaction with repairs 1% 69% 79%

4. Homes

A high proportion of tenants say that they are satisfied overall with their accommodation
(88%) or that their home is in good condition (80%) - above average results in a nation-
wide context. Table 3 provides a comparison by area.

Table 3 Satisfaction with Homes by area

Braintree Halstead Witham
Satisfaction with accommodation overall 87% 86% 90%
The general condition of their home 78% 80% 85%

5. Service & Contact

Seven in ten customers are satisfied with the outcome following their last contact with
their landlord, and the majority of tenants (75%) feel that when they last contacted the
Council, staff were easy to get hold of, helpful and able to deal with their query.

6. THE NEW CONTACT CENTRE

Since the last survey in 2001 the Council has established a call centre for reporting
repairs, the survey sought to investigate tenants’ views on the service. Encouragingly,
tenants’ views are generally positive and the majority of tenants rated good or fair for
most elements of the service provided.

7. Rents as Value for Money

Three-quarters (74%) feel their rent represents good or fair value, whilst just one in ten
thinks it is poor value for money. In comparison the percentage of tenants that think the
rent represents good value for money has reduced by 4% from 2001.

8. Swipe Card

The housing service has recently introduced a swipe card system for payment of rent.
Thus far, the swipe card has proved to be very popular as the findings reveal that seven in
ten people (69%) who have used the swipe card system think it is a better way of paying
their rent.
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9. Profile of Braintree Tenants

Half of Braintree households comprise one or two tenants aged 60 or above, around a
fifth (19%) comprise families with children and a similar proportion (21%) comprise
adults under 60 with no children.

A complete report of the survey has been deposited in the Members room.
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NEWS
£103.000 extra for Silver End gardens

The restoration of the public gardens in historic Silver End has won £103,000
extra from the Heritage Lottery Fund. This brings the total value of the project to
£289,000, including nearly £40,700 from Braintree District Council.

Many people from different backgrounds, including local teenagers, have contributed
time and effort and all helped celebrate this extraordinary bonus for the

architecturally important Essex village.

The new funding will boost the improvements with new boundary railings, complete
reworking of the play area, substantial tree work and replanting. Work by volunteers
counts towards the cash value of partnership funding. They all hope that the
additional funds will attract yet more local people to take an interest in their historic

neighbourhood gardens.

Local company Crittall Windows have offered to restore the historic gates and
railings as a contribution to the match funding. Other local companies and
individuals have shown similar interest, from helping restore the rose gardens to the

dedication of seats and benches.

Clir Roger Walters is executive district councillor with responsibility for parks and
gardens. He comments: “This is a real reward for residents in Silver End who have
already put a lot of voluntary work into restoring the gardens. This extra funding will

enable the gardens to be fully restored for the next 50 years in the village.”

ENDS

Notes: Most of Silver End is designated a special architectural and historic
conservation area, having originally been built around 1930 as a showpiece village of
modern architecture and Crittall window products, demonstrating principles of open
space, road layout and land use synonymous with the Garden City movement.

Clir Philip Hughes leads one of the volunteer groups and chairs the management
committee. For more information contact: Jenny Claydon, Landscape Architect
01376 551414 x 2565 Issued by: PR Section 22 July 2003
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NEWS

FLITCH WAY IMPROVEMENTS COMPLETED

Work is now finished on the repairs to the sometimes impassable section of Flitch
Way in Braintree.

Clir Roger Wallters, Executive councillor for environmental protection, Brian Rowson
from Sustrans who has been most helpful in obtaining additional funding and Keith
Derry, Chief Executive of Essex Environment Trust met on site to view the completed
project. Air Cadets from the Braintree 158 Squadron also visited the project in
preparation for a sponsored bike ride along the Flitch Way to raise funds for the
squadron.

The work has taken about a month and involved removing nearly 40 years of
accumulated organic debris and overgrowth to expose the original track bed. Three
sections of the 700m stretch of Flitch Way between London Road to Pods Brook
Lane have been repaired.

The current work has cost in the region of £25,000 - £30,000 including tree works,
using contributions from Braintree District Council, Essex County Council and Essex
Environment Trust, who have awarded a grant of £15,000 towards the cost, thanks to
the involvement of Sustrans.

Further funding for work in the future has been agreed by Essex County Council.

ENDS

Notes: The Flitch Way forms part of the National Cycleway Network, linking other
parts of the network from Witham to Stansted: National Cycle Route 16 (Southend to
Bishops Stortford).

Sustrans - it stands for sustainable transport - a charity that works on practical
projects to encourage people to walk, cycle and use public transport in order to reduce
motor traffic and its adverse effects.

www.sustrans.org.uk (Press office: Tel 0117 927 7555 Fax 0117 930 4149)

The National Cycle Network is a visionary project providing 7,000 miles of cycle
routes throughout the country which will extend to 10,000 miles by 2005. Sustrans
was formed over 25 years ago and works with 440 local authorities government
departments and other public and private organisations. It has over 40,000 supporters
and funding partners such as the Essex Environment Trust enable projects such as the
one at Braintree to be achieved. Keith Derry, Chief Executive of Essex Environment
Trust said, “ Its good to see our money so well spent, it’s a brilliant job and a
tremendous asset to the area.” Keith Derry — 01245 265555.
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News

Delay for Hatfield Peverel to Witham Link Road

Braintree District Council today expressed great concern over further delays affecting
the construction of the Hatfield Peverel to Witham Link Road.

Following a Public Inquiry into the scheme earlier this year, the Secretary of State for
Transport announced last week that he would not confirm the Compulsory Purchase
Orders which would trigger the construction of the new link road. In reaching his
decision, The Secretary of State accepted the Inquiry Inspector’s conclusions and
has decided that it would not be appropriate to continue with the published southern
route and will ask the Highways Agency to consider an alternative option of a
northern link as well as other options.

Although the Inspector commented on the need to minimise delay, it is likely that this
decision will add two years to the start of the work and raise doubts as to the future
funding of the scheme. The Inspector concluded that there is a need for a link road
to remove traffic from the A12 and improve safety. However, he concluded that the
advantages of the Northern route are “sufficiently overwhelming” to warrant further
investigation as to whether it would be the better choice for the link road.

Executive councillor for development and regeneration, Michael Gage said,
“Whilst we recognise the Secretary of State’s decision has been made in order to
secure a potentially improved route for the road, we are extremely concerned about
this delay and it's implications for road safety in the area”.

Braintree District Council, with Essex County Council, will make urgent
representations to the Secretary of State, Alistair Darling MP in order to expedite the
scheme and safeguard its funding.

ENDS

For more information contact:
Eleanor Dash, Local Plans Manager, 01376 551414 ext 2563
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Three ways to recycle vellow pages

There are three ways for Braintree District residents to recycle their old Yellow Pages
directories now that the new edition of the Colchester directory, featuring ‘two walking
fingers’ on the front cover, is being delivered across the area. Run by Braintree
District Council and supported by The Directory Recycling Scheme, which is
sponsored by Yellow Pages, the campaign aims to collect thousands of old Yellow
Pages, featuring sandcastles on the front cover, for recycling. Residents can:

= recycle their old directories until the end of October in one of the special yellow

banks at:
Sainsburys, town centre Braintree Tesco stores, Great Notley
Belchamp St. Paul Community Hall Butler Road car park Halstead

= Local schools are also collecting old Yellow Pages as part of the Yellow Woods
Challenge in support of The Woodland Trust. The schools that collect the most
old Yellow Pages will win cash prizes. Old directories can be donated to the
current participating schools:

St Andrew’s Primary School, Halstead Bocking Church Street Primary
School

St Andrew’s Primary School, Bulmer Great Bardfield Primary School

St. Peter’s Primary School, Coggeshall Shalford Primary School

Residents who do not have a child attending one of the participating
schools should contact the school to arrange a convenient time to drop off
their old directory.

= Households which have a fortnightly kerbside collection of recyclable materials
can recycle their Yellow Pages with cardboard and junkmail. Those who have a
fortnightly kerbside collection of newspapers only should recycle their old

directory in the special banks or through the school collection scheme.
Executive Councillor for environmental protection, Roger Walters said,
“Throughout the District there is the potential to save 100 tonnes of Yellow Pages from
landfill. We hope that having these three recycling opportunities will encourage
residents to recycle their old directories.”
Adam Billiald, co-ordinator of The Directory Recycling Scheme, said, “Supporting
local authorities to recycle directories is a major environmental strategy for Yellow
Pages. | encourage everyone to do their bit and recycle their old Yellow Pages.”

For more information contact:
Clare Neely, Environmental Promotions Officer, 01376 551414 ext 2203
Adam Billiald, The Directory Recycling Scheme, on 023 8023 6806
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News

Main roads to get ‘spring’ clean this autumn

Braintree District Council has agreed an extra £40,000 of additional funding to

improve street cleaning standards across the District this year.

The money will be used to combat litter and street cleaning problems along the
busiest roads in the District, especially the A120. It will provide additional litter
picking prior to grass cutting by the county council in rural areas and to help support
parish and town councils which carry out litter clearance work within their own

boundaries.

Executive councillor for environmental protection, Clir Roger Walters welcomed
the extra funds: “This extra money for street cleaning shows our commitment to
keeping the promises we made earlier in the year. We want to continue to improve

basic council services such as litter clearance.”
ENDS

For more information contact:
Peter Tattersley, Head of environmental services (01376) 551414 x 2201
or Cllr Walters (01376) 553927

Issued by: PR Section 12 September 2003
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Community association lease discussed

Representatives from Braintree District Council and the Witham Community
Association (WCA) met yesterday at Causeway House to discuss the association’s
concerns for security of tenure and a sound building. The association was
concerned at the lack of apparent progress with negotiations for a new lease.
Councillors outlined their plans for a review of property assets in Witham to achieve a
better match between community needs and how they were accommodated, and
explained that a decision about the future of the Spring Lodge site would come out of

this review.

Councillors agreed to take account of the current organisations using the site:
Witham Scouts, St John Ambulance and Jehovah’s Witnesses as well as WCA - in
any rearrangement or removal elsewhere in Witham, and noted WCA's reluctance to
leave a site which it has occupied for 28 years. The Council was aware of the
shortcomings of the Spring Lodge building and would be seeking to meet its

obligations as good landlords.

Deputy council leader Clir Michael Lager comments: “We have agreed to keep the
association informed by way of regular meetings with the Council Leader or myself
and the first meeting will be on 4th November. We want to work together for the

continued success of the community association.”
ENDS

For more information contact:
Cllr Michael Lager (BDC) 01376 513747
Tom Whelan or Ted Walker (WCA) 01376 511042
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS

Notley Bowl transferred to Council

The transfer of ownership of the Notley Bowl from Countryside Properties to the
council was celebrated on Friday 10" October by Council Chairman Kieth Bigden and
Council Leader David Finch, when they met with John Coates, Technical Director

of the Strategic Projects Division of Countryside plc.

The Notley Bowl is situated within the 100 acre country park created at the award-
winning Great Notley Garden Village and is part of an extensive range of public open
spaces being transferred to the council. The Bowl is a remarkable terraced
amphitheatre, suited to a variety of open-air events. It has already played host to a
number of Popular and Classical concert weekends organised by Countryside and

more recently a weekend of Classic Cars and Hot Air Balloons.

This is the second phase of land within the Country Park to be handed over to the
Council and included in the transfer from Countryside is £200,000 for future

maintenance, together with other areas of public open space within the Village itself.

Robin Hoyles, Managing Director of Countryside Properties Strategic Projects
Division commented: ‘We are very proud of the Country Park that we have created
here at Great Notley Garden Village and in particular the Notley Bowl which provides
a unique venue for a vast array of open air events. We hope that the Council will

follow in our footsteps in facilitating many more community events’.
ENDS

For more information contact: Chris Trim (01376) 557752

Photo: John Coates of Countryside plc hands ownership of the Notley Bowl to
Braintree’s Chairman Councillor Keith Bigden. With Council Leader David

Finch (far right), Gt Notley Residents’ Association Chairman Ken Game (far

left), Allan Reid (Corporate Director of Braintree District Council — rear left)
and Paul Lamb vice-Chairman of Gt Notley Parish Council (centre rear).
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS

New council gets ‘new broom’

This Wednesday 8" October, Braintree District Council takes delivery of a new
£35,000 street sweeping machine. The new driver operated machine is half the size
of previous road machines and will be operated by experienced drivers, improving

standards of street cleanliness, especially after market days.

Improved lightweight design offers quieter operation and the ability to get into tight
corners and narrow pavements without damaging the paving surface. With the
capacity to take half a tonne of dirt and rubbish, it can operate for a whole day
without emptying and will replace the pedestrian operated machine. At 20mph on the
road, the new machine can get about more quickly, offering greater efficiency and
better response times. It will work in the town centres in the morning, with manual

litter picking following in the afternoon.

Executive councillor Roger Walters said: “This is a highly efficient new machine,
which means that we can do more street sweeping each day. We are determined to
have a cleaner District and better use of modern equipment can help us to make a
real difference, throughout the District. That's good for shoppers, visitors and local

businesses alike.
ENDS

For a photograph: the machine will be in Bank Street, Braintree at 10.00am on
Wednesday, the 8" October 03. For more information contact:

Paul Partridge, Direct Services Manager (01376) 551414 x 3352 or

ClIr Roger Walters (01376) 553927
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