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Braintree District

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
THEFT OF METAL 

In this District we seem to suffer regular trickles of metal thefts that involve lead being stolen from roofs. Unfortunately, a fair percentage of victims go on to be repeat victims because the thieves return after the lead has been replaced.
In some older properties, such as some churches, the fact that the buildings are ‘listed’ means the roof must be replaced by a lead covering but, in most other cases, there are perfectly suitable mineral substitutes on the market that will have no value to the thief.
If you fall victim to this type of offence or if you are about to replace a roof, it is important to consider using a suitable substitute material. If you replace it with lead, there is a good chance the offence will be repeated at a later date.
If you require any further information please don’t hesitate to contact your local crime reduction officer. 
Crime report 19th – 24th August
Coggeshall

2 incidents at the same location and the same date.
Burglary other than dwelling - 24th Aug  - Priors Way. Suspect unknown have gained entry by smashing a window, damaging a door and a lock, no property removed as premises is currently vacant.  Between 17:30 23rd Aug – 08:00 24th Aug
In the other incident entry was gained to a further commercial premises and a door was stolen. This also occurred within the same time span.

Braintree

Burglary other than a dwelling –   Blackwell Drive - Between 20th – 22nd August – entry was gained to a commercial premises through a large hole that had been made in the wooden door. Nothing taken from within.

Braintree

Burglary Dwelling -  19th August -  London Road - Suspect unknown has gained access to a secure property by forcing the front door,  a search was made whilst inside and the suspect was disturbed. Nothing taken from within this occurred between 09:45 – 11:05 
Kelvedon
Burglary dwelling - 19th Aug – Suspects unknown have gained entry to a property through an insecure rear door, a messy search was made and items removed from within. This occurred between 14:30 – 16:30
Witham

Theft of a motor vehicle – 19th August – Lawrence Avenue, Witham - Suspects unknown have removed a secure Renault Megan RT index W58 EUM - overnight.
Braintree

Theft of a motor vehicle – 20th August - East Street, Braintree - Suspects unknown have removed a secure Green Triumph Stag index VNO 222S between 01:10 – 14:00

Halstead

Theft of a motor vehicle – 22nd August – Broton Drive, Halstead suspects unknown have removed a Secure silver Renault Clio index EN07 DWL from a forecourt at a commercial premises.

Witham

Theft from a motor vehicle – 22nd August – Suspects unknown have attempted to remove a Catalytic convertor from a Mercedes Sprinter Van at a commercial premises. 

Great Yeldham

Theft other – 19th August – Little Hyde Road - Suspects unknown have removed several advertising signs from the location between 12:00 – 18:30
Braintree 
Theft other 24th August – Market Place, Braintree - Between 12:30 – 12:40 Suspects unknown have removed three rolls of stainless steel pipe from the garden of a public house. This was picked up from near to the fence. Suspects unknown made off in a Mercedes Sprinter Van.
Halstead

Theft other - 24th August – Trinity Court – Suspect unknown have stolen 2 mobility scooter batteries and a metal cover from a mobility scooter which had been left in a Hallway.
Theft other - 20th August – Chapel Hill - Suspect unknown has removed an unattended laptop bag containing a laptop from a front garden at 07:20 – A male was noted and described as between 21 - 40 years, with short fair hair. 
The below incidents all relate to Thefts from Motor Vehicles
21st August – Witham, The Orchards – entry gained to an insecure vehicle during evening / overnight, messy search made and item taken from within.
21st August – Earls Colne, Park Lane – entry gained to an insecure vehicle and CD’s taken

21st August - Earls Colne, Tey Road – Wiper blades were removed and damage was caused to the body work of a vehicle between the 20th – 21st

22nd August – Witham, East Ways – an attempted was made to remove two catalytic converters from a Mercedes Sprinter Van at a commercial premises overnight.

23rd August – Halstead, Pretoria Way – entry was gained to an insecure vehicle and a Sat Nav, CD/ DVD were stolen overnight
A further vehicle at the same location also had a Sat Nav removed between the 23rd/ 24th again this was an insecure vehicle.

Halstead – Hawthorn Close - between the 22nd/ 23rd August a Radio and 20 music CD’s taken

Arsonists
There have been a number of cases across Essex and Hertfordshire recently, where arsonists have set fire to hay and straw on farms.
We ask that everyone living near farmland keeps an eye out for potential arsonists, thieves and burglars, who are currently taking advantage of the fact that Farmers and Farm workers are otherwise occupied in gathering in the harvest.
If you see anyone acting suspiciously on foot or in vehicles, either on or near farmland, please report this to the Police by dialling 999 or, Non-emergency No:  101 as appropriate. 
SCAMS

In the past few months I have received calls from NW members about the amount of cold calls there are receiving from people offering loans and thought the below maybe of interest.
LATEST PRESS RELEASE FROM THE OFFICE OF FAIR TRADING 
Steer clear of potential loan scams warns OFT
93/11 22 August 2011 
The Office of Fair Trading (OFT) is warning people to steer clear of scam loan companies who take upfront fees but fail to provide credit or offer clearly unsuitable credit alternatives. 

The OFT is alerting consumers after seeing a 50 per cent year-on-year rise in complaints about loan scams, particularly credit applications which involve the consumer 'wiring' or sending upfront fees through money transfer companies. Complaints to OFT-managed advice service Consumer Direct increased from 2,059 between 1 July 2009 and 30 June 2010 to 3,167 during the same period in 2010-11.

The OFT advises people to be vigilant when dealing with or taking calls from loan companies that want upfront fees and who are not interested in consumers' credit history.

The OFT's 'dos and don'ts' to help consumer’s spot scam loan companies are: 
Dos: 

· Do be very careful when dealing with loan companies that charge upfront fees 

· Do be cautious if a loan company cold-calls you 

· Do some research about the business offering the loan - look for proper phone numbers and physical addresses and ask for information in writing 

· Do check that the company has a credit licence on the Consumer Credit Register at www.oft.gov.uk/ConsumerCreditRegister 

Don'ts: 

· Don't believe adverts which indicate a loan is 'guaranteed' 

· Don't give out your card details 'for security reasons' as the company may then debit your bank account without you knowing 

· Don't wire money to loan companies using money transfer services when applying for loans 

· Don't go ahead with a loan if a company approves it and then demands a fee before you get the money. 

David Fisher, OFT Director of the Consumer Credit Group said: 
'We have seen an increase in complaints about companies who are not interested in the applicant's credit history, that ask for payment of fees upfront and then disappear with the money.

'We advise people to check out the company carefully before agreeing to anything, including asking for a landline number, a physical address and doing a search about the company online, as well as checking that they have a valid credit licence.'

'If consumers think they have been approached or tricked by an advance-fee loan scam, they should report it to Consumer Direct.'

In response to a super-complaint from Citizens Advice, in June the OFT published new draft guidance that gives people better protection when dealing with credit brokers.

For advice on loan scams or any other consumer issues call Consumer Direct on 08454 040506 or visit www.direct.gov.uk/consumer. Free, confidential debt advice services are available for those facing financial difficulties through their local Citizens Advice Bureau by visiting www.citizensadvice.co.uk.
Other news
The below message has been sent through to me from our colleagues in Hertfordshire. Note that they are paying reference to garden gates.
	Hertfordshire Neighbourhood Watch
	 
	From: Tracey Fegan
Police Constable


A shed has been broken into at an address in Perry Green. This took place over night on 13th August. This property is quite secluded so offenders must have known the layout.  It is believed that offenders may have been in and around the premises before, possibly scoping the area.  The owners believe they have noticed gates left open giving an indication that people have been on the property. Garden equipment was stolen.  Please spread the word in an attempt to raise awareness that if anything suspicious is seen no matter how small contact your local Police officer.  It is important that the local police know what is going on in the rural areas.  

Please find below information on how to report incidents or any suspicious activity to the police.

Listed below are some helpful tips that may assist you when calling Essex Police.

What number should I call?

101

If it is an emergency such as a crime happening at the time call 999

If you are victim of crime try to touch as little as possible until the police arrive.

If you want to give information anonymously you can call Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111

What can you do to help reduce incidents of crime?
Be extra observant. The only persons who really know the area in which you live are the people that live there. The police may not note a suspicious person within your road, but you probably would. Neighbourhood watch area the eyes and ears of the community.
Have you noticed persons hanging around the area? These persons may be on foot, on a bike or in a vehicle. 

Have you noticed a tool or a piece of equipment that has been discarded? This may have been used to commit a crime. Have you noticed anything in an odd location and thought it strange? Then report it 101
Did you hear something?
Perhaps you may have heard a noise during the evening or at night. Have a look out your window. If you note someone or a vehicle acting suspiciously then please call Essex Police straight away. Do not think that you are wasting Police time.

Did you over hear something?
Perhaps you may have over heard someone talking about a burglary / crime and can share the information with us. 

How as Neighbourhood Watch can we make the area more secure?

Ensure this information is known to others within your watch group.
Some members may walk their dogs regularly during the evening and may notice something.

Look at security, Trisha Staerck the Essex Police Crime Reduction Officer can offer advice. Have a look at the Sold Secure or Secured by design websites. There are a whole host of products on sale to secure property

Mark any property with a UV or permanent marker pen – just write your house number and postcode.

Take photos of any valuable items

Think about having an alarm installed, the Crime reduction officer can assist you with this and give you advice on what you need.

What number do I use to call Essex Police?

If someone is committing a crime at the time call 999
The Non Emergency number is 101
If you are victim of crime try to touch as little as possible until the police arrive.

What information will help the Police? 

A description of the suspect(s)

Male/ Female, Ethnicity

Clothing (any patterns or logos)
Age, Height, Build, Hair colour/style

Was the suspect holding anything, goods / backpack?

Tattoos, Glasses, beard

Give any directions that the suspect is heading towards.

Do not worry if you do not have answers to all the above, just try to remember as much as you can.

Keep and pen and pad to hand if it helps you.
Vehicle information
Try to make note of the following

Index number

Make

Model Number

Was the vehicle sign written?

Direction of travel.
If you note something strange report it straight away. Tel the Essex Police call taker that you are a Neighbourhood Watch member.
Essex Police, Brenda Cross, Essex Watch Administrator, Braintree District – Tel 101 ex 484813 - Email brenda.cross@essex.pnn.police.uk
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