
  

Minutes 
 

Cabinet 
 

7th December 2009 
 
Present: 
 
Cabinet Members  Portfolio Present 
Councillor G Butland Leader Yes 
Councillor N R H O Harley Deputy Leader and Cabinet 

Member for Enterprise & Culture 
Yes 

Councillor Mrs J C Beavis Customers & Communication Yes 
Councillor M C M Lager Efficiency & Resources Yes 
Councillor Lady Newton Housing & Well-Being Apologies 
Councillor Mrs J W Schmitt Communities  Yes  
Councillor R G Walters Environment and Sustainability Yes 

 
Deputy Cabinet Members Portfolio Present 
Councillor D L Bebb Customers & Communication Yes 
Councillor Mrs E Edey Communities Yes 
Councillor N McCrea Enterprise & Culture Yes 
Councillor J McKee Efficiency & Resources Yes 
Councillor R G S Mitchell Environment & Sustainability Yes 
Councillor Mrs C Sandbrook Efficiency & Resources Yes  
Councillor C Siddall Leader’s Portfolio Yes  
Councillor Mrs G Spray Housing & Well-Being Yes 
Councillor T Wilkinson Enterprise & Culture Yes 

 
The following Councillors were also present as invitees of the Leader 
 
Councillor J E Abbott (until 9.53pm), Leader of the Green Party, R Bolton, Chairman of Halstead 
Local Committee, Dr R L Evans, Leader of the Labour Group, Councillor T J W Foster, 
Chairman of Witham Local Committee (from 7.30pm), and Councillor M G Gage, Chairman of the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee/Leader of Halstead Residents’ Association.    
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor S M Walsh, Chairman of Braintree Local 
Committee. 
 
Councillors E Bishop, J H G Finbow, E R Lynch, D Mann, R Ramage, A F Shelton, Mrs J A 
Smith and F Swallow were also in attendance. 
 
At the commencement of the meeting the Leader of the Council advised that reports attracting 
public interest, e.g. the Budget report (Item 6c) and Mayland House, Witham (Item 6b) would 
be taken earlier on the agenda.   
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83 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

 
The following Councillors all declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 6c – Delivering 
the Medium Term Financial Strategy as being Members of their quoted Parish Council: 
- Councillor Abbott as Chair of Rivenhall Parish Council 
- Councillor Mrs Beavis as Chair of Sible Hedingham Parish Council 

 -    Councillor Bolton as Vice Chair of Birdbrook Parish Council 
- Councillor Butland – Gt Notley Parish Council 
- Councillor M Gage – Halstead Town Council 
- Councillor Lager – Witham Town Council 
- Councillor McCrea – Ashen Parish Council 
- Councillor Mitchell – Feering Parish Council 
- Councillor Mrs Sandbrook – Gt Notley Parish Council 
- Councillor Walters – Gt Notley Parish Council 
 
In accordance with the Code of Conduct all Members remained in the meeting for all the 
items, unless stated otherwise, and took part in the debate and decision thereon. 

 
84 MINUTES 
 

DECISION:  That the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 12th October 2009 
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Leader. 
 

85 QUESTION TIME 
 

INFORMATION: There were six statements made the details of which are appended to   
these minutes. 
 

86 DELIVERING THE MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY 
 
The Leader of the Council introduced the item and advised that the Budget consultation 
process had produced early public feedback, including a petition to proposed changes 
on welfare rights provision from the Braintree Pensioners Action Group; and another 
petition, received at the meeting, from users of the Glebe Hall in Braintree – this would 
be received at Braintree Local Committee on 26th January 2010.   
 
Cabinet received a presentation on ‘Initial Public Feedback’ from Claire Thwaites, 
Marketing & Communications Manager.  This displayed the various methods used by 
the Council in gathering feedback on priorities for local people, with the collected data 
used as part of the budget proposals.  These consultations included the Place Survey, 
Value For Money research, the People’s Panel, the residents online survey, and 
through ‘Contact’ magazine, media coverage, the website, and with partners.  The ‘Main 
Findings’ of this process was reported, including an enhanced survey questioning the 
public on their service options if the Council had to find £1.1m in savings, or the lesser 
amount of £0.8m.   
 
The Leader of the Council stated the comprehensive consultation had identified some 
key issues on budget proposals with regard to 

• Community Wardens 
• Welfare Rights 
• The Parish Support Grant, and  
• Landscape Services.   
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 Community Wardens – the Council was looking to cease this service, as there had been 
 significant increase in Police Officers and PCSO’s since the introduction of the Warden 
 system; the Village Agent scheme had been launched in rural areas, and through 
 enforcement measures, including partner agencies.  It is now proposed to reduce the 
 number of Community Wardens with a view to refocusing services with other 
 agencies to combat enforcement, litter and graffiti issues. The new proposal was  for a 
 50% reduction in the cost of the warden system, with different ways of working being 
 explored on enforcement.  A report would be received at Cabinet in February 2010.   
 
 Welfare Rights – the Council was originally proposing to cease this service from March 
 2010.  This is now revised to 31st March 2011 and will allow consultation with other 
 organisations and agencies.   
 
 Parish Support Grant (PSG) – the initial proposal for the Council to abolish the PSG had 
 been reviewed, and the PSG will remain at its current level for the next three years.  
 There is an 8% reduction across the whole Council budget, and an 8% reduction in 
 staffing over departments – therefore the Council does not intend to include any clause 
 on Parish Council’s keeping their own precept increase to 2.5% - as offered in 2008/09.   
 
 Landscape Services – due to the representations received from voluntary groups and 
 schools to the proposals, this proposal for a reduction in service will also be reviewed.   

 
The Leader of the Council proposed the following amendments to Appendix B of the 
report – Service and Budget Proposals for 2010/11 and 2011/12: 

(i)     Review management structure/reduction overall of two Heads of Service 
 – to recommend approval to Council 

(ii)  Parish Support arrangements – consultation to continue, with a report to 
 Cabinet in February 2010 

(iii)  Restructuring Economic Development function – to recommend approval 
 to Council 

(iv) Museum Service/Town Hall staffing – further discussion with the Museum 
Trust, with a report to Cabinet in February 2010 

(v) Town Hall Centre reorganisation of facilities – consultation to continue, 
with a report to Cabinet in February 2010 

(vi) Tourism Service – consultation to continue, with a report to Cabinet in 
February 2010 

(vii) Landscape Services management and structure – further consultation – 
report to Cabinet in February 2010 

(viii) Welfare Rights Service to cease on 31st March 2011 (as indicated above), 
to recommend approval to Council  

(ix) Parish Support Grant – amount frozen at current level (as indicated 
above) to recommend approval to Council 

(x) Community Halls – to transfer to other organisations who have expressed 
an interest, with discussions ongoing – to recommend approval to Council 

(xi) Concessionary Travel Tokens Scheme – to issue to specific target area 
(as identified in report) 

(xii) To cease the Environmental Health ‘out of hours service’ during the week, 
and only provide at weekends – to recommend approval to Council 

(xiii) To partly fund SEAMS, the Community Mediation Service – consultation 
to continue, with report to Cabinet in February 2010 

(xiv) Community Wardens Service – consultation to continue (as indicated 
above), with a report to Cabinet in February 2010.   
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 It was noted that within Appendix H of the report there is £40,000 provision for advisory 
 services to business through Braintree Development Services (BDS) and the Braintree 
 Enterprise Acorn Units (BEAU).   
 
 Councillor Bolton, Chairman of Halstead Local Committee, presented the 
 recommendation from their meeting on 11th November 2009 regarding the Parish 
 Support Grant and considered the issue suitable for future work of the Overview and 
 Scrutiny Committee.  The Leader requested that the revised PSG proposals be taken to 
 the next Halstead Local Committee on 20th January 2010, to gain their views.   It was 
 agreed that Appendix F of the report, the Parish Support Grant paper by the Leader of 
 the Council, will also be taken for discussion.  
 
 Cabinet Members welcomed the proposals, and found reassurance from the public 
 consultation process.  However, caution was raised to future risks, specifically to the 
 uncertainties on government grants, and future schemes for the Council, e.g. the 
 building of Witham pool, and the provision of suitable accommodation for the Council.  
 During the discussion the following issues were raised: 

- that the reduction of Community Wardens could result with an increase in 
crime 

- that the services of the four Community Wardens are ‘spread equally’ 
across the district 

- that any representation to the replacement floodlights at the Braintree 
Leisure Centre, can be advised through the consultation process 

- that forms used in the welfare rights system are made more informative 
and easier to understand  

- that any proposals from the District Council influencing the Town or Parish 
Councils should be notified earlier -  to ensure they do not effect the 
setting of their precept budgets 

 
 The Leader of the Council agreed to write to Town and Parish Councils on the outcome 
 of the budget proposals at the Cabinet meeting.                                           Cllr Butland 
   

DECISION:  
 
(1) That efficiencies and budget reductions proposed by management as detailed in  

Appendices C and E of the report be noted. 
 

(2) That the schedule of new demands for revenue funding in 2010/11, as detailed in     
Appendix H of the report be agreed. 

 
(3) That an additional £500,000 of the General Fund balance be set aside to meet 

the potential costs of redundancy and retirement resulting from the agreed 
savings. 

 
(4) That a submission be made to the Secretary of State seeking approval to the  

capitalisation of the costs of redundancy and retirement resulting from the agreed 
savings (if successful this will enable the return of the balances set aside to the 
General Fund balance). 

 
(5) That consultation be undertaken to the schedule of projects to be included in the 

Capital Programme, as provided at Appendix L of the report and are reported to 
the Cabinet meeting in February 2010. 

 
 



 
  (6) That it be RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:- 
 
   That the following Items of Appendix B (as indicated above) be  
   approved:-  
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(i) Review management structure 
(iii)      Restructuring the Economic Development function 
(viii) Welfare Rights Service to cease on 31st March 2011 
(ix) Parish Support Grant to be frozen at its current level 
(x) Community Halls – to transfer to other organisations, and            
(xii)  To cease the Environmental Health ‘out of hours service’ during the  
  week and only provide at weekends. 

 
 
87 ACQUISITION OF MAYLAND HOUSE, WITHAM 

 
 Councillor Lager, Cabinet Member for Efficiency and Resources, presented the five 
 options in the report and advised that Essex County Council had continued to express 
 an interest in sharing accommodation with the District Council.  The opportunities and 
 risks were set out in the report, including the financial breakdown.  It was advised that 
 local residents will access Council ‘face to face’ service through a ‘Front Office Service’ 
 sited in Braintree, Halstead and Witham and there is opportunity for the District Council 
 to share these facilities with Essex County Council and other agencies.  If the Council 
 were to move to Mayland House, Witham this would be as back office accommodation 
 and not as a ‘civic building’.  It is proposed that Council meetings take place around the 
 district bring democracy closer to the people.   
 
 Councillor Abbott asked four questions 
  - For full individual consultation to take place with staff 

- On the increase in the Council’s carbon balance by additional travel to Witham 
- for Accessibility for the public and Members, and 
- of no convincing evidence that Causeway House is ‘not fit for purpose’. 

 
 The Leader of the Council stated that full consultation is required regarding Options 1, 
 2 and 3 in the report.  A key issue is whether the District Council can find suitable 
 partners to accommodate the remainder of Mayland House – and if this is not secure 
 the Council may need to reconsider its options. The Council could look to other 
 authorities across Essex to deliver services, e.g. Council Tax, that would result with less 
 duplication of services, and reduce staffing and accommodation costs.  With regard to 
 travel it is proposed that staff predominantly travel by public transport to Witham and 
 enhance the Council’s Green Travel Plan.   
 On accessibility issues, the public will use the ‘Front Office Service’ and Members can 
 use IT services for contact.  The Causeway House building does require significant 
 investment to bring it up to date and Mayland House has been maintained to a much 
 higher standard. 
 
 Councillor Dr Evans stated that it is not only staff who require consultation, but 
 reassurance to the wider community that Council service will not be diluted or 
 minimised. 
 
 The Leader of the Council also clarified that although discussion had taken place at 
 high level between the District and County Council, there will be a commitment required 
 in writing before any plans go forward between the authorities.   
  



 
 With regard to carbon issues it was noted that the Climate Change Strategy will be 
 updated on an annual basis to revise any change in the Council’s accommodation.   
  
 DECISION:   
 
 (1) That the Council continues to develop options 1, 2, and 3 as detailed in the 
  report, with an updated position reported back to Cabinet as early in the New 
  Year as possible.   
 
  (2) That it be RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:- 
 

 That the Council accepts the surrender of the lease for Mayland House, 
Witham with Marsh McLennan subject to Heads of Terms being agreed as 
detailed on Appendix B of the report, with the final terms to be agreed by 
the Cabinet Member for Efficiency and Resources.   

 
 
88 **CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY & ACTION PLAN    

Minutes Published: 10th December 2009 
Call-in Expires:       18th December 2009

 
Councillor Mitchell, Deputy Cabinet Member for Environment & Sustainability, presented 
the Climate Change Strategy & Action Plan for endorsement by the Council.   
 
Councillor Abbott welcomed the Strategy, although he considered there were certain 
areas that remain unfinished – on typographical aspects and on factual inaccuracies.  
Councillor Abbott was requested to liaise with Mark Wilson, the Climate Change 
Manager, direct on these issues.   
Councillor Lager considered that the Strategy did not address global cooling, and was 
advised there will be opportunity at the next Council meeting to discuss this as a Notice 
of Motion had been received on Climate Change issues.   
 
DECISION:  That the Climate Change Strategy & Action Plan be endorsed.   
 

89 HALF-YEARLY PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT REPORT – QUARTER 2 – 2009/10 
 
Councillor Lager, Cabinet Member for Efficiency and Resources, presented the 
Performance Management report for the second quarter of 1st July to 30th September 
2009.  
 
Councillor Dr Evans requested further information regarding an Enforcement Notice 
served at Silver End Village Hall, and the Cabinet Member agreed to provide him with 
further information.                                                                                             Cllr Lager  
It was also clarified that the result of the Health & Safety inspection programme 
between October 2009 and April 2010 in Waste Management will be reported through 
the Cabinet Members’ report to Council. 
 
The recommendations within the report include liaison with relevant Cabinet Members 
(at 5.2.2 and 5.3.2) and it was noted that any necessary reports will be made to Cabinet 
via the Performance, Innovation & Efficiency Programme Board.   
 
DECISION: That the recommendations as stated at Item 5 of the Quarterly 
Performance Management report for Quarter 2 - 2009/10 be endorsed. 
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90 STRATEGIC RISK MANAGEMENT

 
Councillor Lager, Cabinet Member for Efficiency and Resources presented the report 
detailing the Council’s updated Strategic Risk register, and advised of two changes to 
the table on Risk Rating (at Page 32) – for the end column to be entitled October 2009, 
and that line E3 had been omitted.   
 

  DECISION:  That the updated schedules of Strategic Risks be agreed.   
 

91 BUS AND RAIL SERVICES TASK AND FINISH GROUP 
 
Councillor Shelton presented the recommendations on Pages 14/15 of the report, and 
advised that many fall within the responsibility of Essex County Council (ECC) 
Passenger Transport Section.  The nomination of a Cabinet Member and District 
Council officer to work with ECC was requested.  
 
When this report was made to Council on 26th October 2009 the Cabinet Member for 
Enterprise and Culture requested two further issues to be taken into consideration 
regarding (i) the lack of co-ordination in bus timetables, and (ii) for the potential health 
and safety risk for passengers standing on trains. 
Councillor Shelton referred Cabinet to Item 6 in the report, Integration of Bus and Rail 
Services and that integration at local level relies on bus operators compiling their 
timetables to suit the arrival and departure times of train services.  The Task & Finish 
Group, in their findings, had been assured of cooperation between bus and rail 
companies, and the display of timetables on railway stations.  It was noted that 
recommendation No. 11 relates to a standard uniformity for bus shelters, and these will 
include space for prominently displaying a current timetable.   
With regard to passengers standing on train’s, guidance had been obtained from the 
Health & Safety Executive (HSE) which was read to Cabinet.  Although there are 
concerns to overcrowding on trains there is not sufficient evidence or grounds for the 
HSE to issue new legislation.   
Councillor Shelton stated that Recommendation Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, and 11 to 16 are within 
the District Council’s remit and Cabinet was requested to appoint a Lead Member to 
pursue these points.   
 
Councillor Harley, Cabinet Member for Enterprise and Culture, commended the work of 
the Task and Finish Group in their extensive report, and was keen to pursue and take 
forward the recommendations.  However, it is currently unsure to whom the Lead 
Member would be, and this will be advised.  
 
DECISION:  That the report of the Bus and Rail Services Task and Finish Group be 
accepted in principle, and outcomes reported to Cabinet on 29th March 2010. 
    

92 CABINET MEMBERS’ UPDATES   
 

INFORMATION:  There was no verbal update received from Cabinet Member’s.   
 

93 REFERENCE FROM THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 1ST 
OCTOBER 2009 (SCRUTINY HEARING) 
The Problems caused to People with Disabilities as a result of Vehicles parking 
across and on Pavements 
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 Cabinet received the recommendations from the Scrutiny Hearing, and noted that ECC 
 had revised their Parking document and this would affect recommendations (1) – (4).    
 
 DECISION:   
 

New enforcement powers under Section 86 of the Traffic Management Act 2004 
 
(1)   That the Parking Partnership should provide appropriate training to CEOs  

concerning the new enforcement powers with a view to CEOs undertaking 
enforcement where vehicles are obstructing dropped kerbs; 

 
(2)      That the Parking Partnership undertakes full and comprehensive publicity in 

liaison with the respective authorities Marketing and Communications Teams to 
fully publicise the new legislation so that the public are made aware of the 
position, prior to implementing this new enforcement power; 
 

Information to Members 
 
(3)      That a guidance note be issued to Members setting out the duties and   
 responsibilities of the various Agencies (including the NAP forums) in relation to 
 parking issues, and detailing (preferably with flowcharts) the various enforcement 
 processes, and a list of contact points.  There should be an appropriate input to 
 the guidance note from the Council’s Marketing and Communications Team; 
 
Information to the Public 
 
(4)   That a handy guide on parking enforcement be produced for Members of the 
 Public to be available in leaflet and electronic form, with an appropriately named 
 title such as “Ten essential things you need to know about parking enforcement - 
 all the do’s and don’ts!”  
 
 Copies to be available at the Council’s main offices and on the Council’s web 
 site, at the Nap forums, the Parking Partnership web site, and copies sent to 
 Parish/Town Councils.  Appropriate publicity should also be given to the leaflet in 
 the Council’s Contact magazine.  
 
 There should be an appropriate input to the handy guide from the Council’s 
 Marketing and Communications Team. 
 
Lead Member 
 
(5)   That Councillor Walters, Cabinet Member for Environment and Sustainability be 
 appointed as Lead Member to ensure that items 1 to 4 above are taken forward; 
 
Essex County Council’s Revised Parking Document “Parking Standards Design and 
Good Practice”  
 
(6)   That the Cabinet notes that this document containing revised parking 
 standards has been published and is now official County Council Supplementary 
 Planning Guidance.  
 
 
 



 
94 REFERENCE FROM THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 28TH  

OCTOBER 2009  
 Scrutinising LAA Improvement Targets – Local Authorities (Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee) 
 Cabinet received recommendations on new regulations introduced by Government to 

widen the role of the District’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee.   
 
 Councillor R L Evans made reference to the People’s Panel and Braintree District Local 

Strategic Partnership’s questionnaire, and the response received from partners and  
consultation on the scrutiny process.  The Leader of the Council advised that no 
responses had been received to his letter of 5th November 2009 to discuss these 
issues, although the opportunity for comment/discussion is still open to partners.   

 
 DECISION:   
 

(1)  That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee develops a protocol on working 
 practices with the Braintree District Local Strategic Partnership to ensure that the 
                                                                                                                  
 scrutiny process for the scrutiny of LAA improvement targets is effective and 
 efficient; 

 
 (2)       That it be RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:- 
 
  That the functions and terms of reference of the Overview and Scrutiny 
  Committee in relation to the scrutiny of LAAs improvement targets be 
  incorporated in the Council’s constitution.   
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95 REFERENCE FROM THE LICENSING COMMITTEE – 7TH OCTOBER 2009  
 Gambling Act 2005 – Revised Statement of Licensing Policy  
 
 Cabinet gave consideration to the recommendation following review of the Statement of 

Licensing Policy.  The full report on the re-publication of the revised Statement of 
Licensing Policy had been circulated to all Council Members for information.  With 
regard to the amendments put forward by the British Beer and Pub Association it was 
noted that the Council already complies with these, or it is not applicable to the 
authority.   

 
 DECISION:  That it be RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:- 
 
   That the Gambling Act 2005 – Revised Statement of Licensing Policy be 

  published. 
 
 
96 REFERENCE FROM LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM CABINET SUB GROUP – 

25TH NOVEMBER 2009   
 Member Development Programme 
 
 Cabinet received the proposed Member Development Programme for 2010. 
 
 DECISION:  That the Member Development Programme for 2010 be approved.   
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97 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE PROGRAMME BOARDS 
 
 Performance, Innovation & Efficiency Programme Board – 26th November 2009 
 
 Cabinet received a recommendation in relation to the Review of Leisure Services. 
 
 DECISION: That the current Review of Leisure Services project be formally stopped as 
 its focus is too narrow and needs to be extended due to the increased possibilities 
 being generated on sub-contracting, the potential for shared service provision, the 
 management opportunities available and the provision of services at Witham.   
 The scope of the new project would include a review of the management of playing 
 fields as well as identification of the playing facilities planned for the two new schools.   
 
98 REFERENCE FROM BRAINTREE LOCAL COMMITTEE – 24TH NOVEMBER 2009 
 Local Committee Budget and Priorities 
 
 INFORMATION:  Cabinet received a recommendation from Braintree Local Committee 
 on proposals to take forward in 2010/11 that relate to services provided by the 
 Council.  It could not be determined which budget this was related to and it was 
 requested that the Braintree Local Committee revisit this item at their next meeting on 
 26th January 2010.   
 
99 MINUTES FROM CABINET SUB-GROUPS AND REFERENCES 
 

Consideration was given to the minutes of the Cabinet Working Group – London 2012 
held on 10th September 2009.  

 
DECISION:  That the minutes of the Cabinet Working Group – London 2012 of 10th 
September 2009 be noted. 
 

100 DELEGATED DECISIONS 
 
 DECISION:  That the following delegated decisions be noted  

• Councillor Harley approved the expenditure of a S106 financial contribution 
towards the construction of a cycle/pedestrian link from Portersfield playing field 
to Panfield Lane, Braintree 

• Councillor Harley approved the First Notification to BT’s phone box consultation, 
including alterations following publication; and to submit the Final Notification to 
the Secretary of State and BT.   

 
 
 

 
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
 
DECISION:  That under Section 100 (A) (4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and 
press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that 
they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12 (A) of the Act. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 Those minutes identified by the prefix ** may be the subject of the “call-in” provisions of the Constitution within 6 working days 
of the publication of these minutes.  Any decisions made and not “called in” by this date and time will become effective.  For 
further information regarding these minutes please contact Eileen Self, Member Services, on 01376 551414 or email 
eileen.self@braintree.gov.uk   
  

54

    APPENDIX 
 

CABINET MEETING 
 

7TH DECEMBER 2009   
 

QUESTION TIME 
 

Summary of Questions Asked / Statements Made During Public Question Time 
 
 

1. John Bendall, Chairman of Earls Colne Parish Council 
Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Parish Support Grant. 

 
  Mr Bendall stated that it was pleasing to note that the Parish Support Grant (PSG) had 
 now been frozen, and not scrapped as originally proposed.  The PSG is a long standing 
 situation and compensates for an unfair additional rate to precepted parished areas, 
 whereas the burden should be spread among all ratepayers.  The issue had also been 
 recognised by Alan Haslehurst, MP who represents the north of the district, that is most 
 affected.  The discussion paper by the Leader of the Council at Appendix F in the 
 reports was referred to, and that if the PSG was totally effective the precept put in by 
 towns and parishes would have a precept close to zero.   
  Mr Bendall advised that he had obtained reliable information for Parish Tax Band D that 
 if the average parish rate was applied to unparished areas it would accrue over 
 £500,000 for the district and provide the extra revenue to retain services, e.g community 
 wardens.  To apply an average to the unparished areas was considered as a fairer 
 method, with no complicated procedures and if any changes happen to the PSG – 
 whether frozen or decreased – all ratepayers would be treated equally.   
 
2. John Bendall, on behalf of Richard van Dulken, Vice Chairman of Earls Colne Parish 

Council 
Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Community Warden Scheme 
 
Mr Bendall read from a prepared statement on the proposed cessation of the 
Community Warden Service in the district.  Sarah Brady, the Community Warden for the 
Earls Colne area had, from inception, been remarkable, gaining trust, and providing 
support to the Police and the Parish Council. It was reported that Police officers or 
PCSO’s are rarely seen in Earls Colne and the Parish Council are reluctant to lose the 
Community Warden.  The level of anti social behaviour had reduced in Earls Colne and 
youth services have currently been removed and discussion ongoing for a new Youth 
Club location.  Mr Bendall requested that cuts are not made on public protection issues.   
 

3. Mrs Joan Gibson, 9 Knowles Close, Halstead 
Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Community Warden Scheme 
(Mrs Gibson’s statement was read by Eileen Self, Member Services) 
 
Mrs Gibson advised her statement was on a personal level, and also as a 
representative of the Halstead Chamber of Trade and Halstead in Bloom members.  
There is strong feeling against the proposed axing of the Community Wardens – 
particularly in Halstead.  Richard Winter and the previous Community Warden had 
produced a marked decrease in petty vandalism, graffiti and nuisance behaviour.   
 
 
The Community Warden has a good relationship with all ages, including the local 
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youth, and is able to detect any problems before they become out of hand.  This results 
with Halstead being a less threatening place and a much more pleasant place to live in.  
The benefits of less crime and anti social behaviour must surely outweigh the cost of 
employing a Community Warden; and withdrawing that service will mean extra expense 
in the removal of graffiti and repairing damage in the streets and parks.   
The PCSO’s do not establish such a close relationship as the Community Warden, and 
are not so visible on the streets of Halstead.  The local press had reported that 
Community Wardens could be re-deployed – perhaps on litter picking – which was 
considered a waste of the wardens training and experience.   
To axe the Community Warden was considered a retrograde step, and will be missed 
by the towns people on aspects of safety but also in moulding local youth in behaving 
responsibly.  It will also break the link between the public and authorities and could 
leave the elderly and vulnerable not knowing where to turn for help and assurance 
when they need it.   
 

4. Vernon Rolls, representing Braintree Community Centre 
Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Community Halls 
 
Mr Rolls read from a prepared statement and reminded Cabinet of the ‘Vision for the 
Three Towns’ proposal to build a new community centre behind the Town Hall and that 
this was abandoned and the Community Association offered the former Essex County 
Council building at 19-21 Bocking End.  This had progressed to the Heads of 
Agreement and Business Plan stage, with the Association also indicating they were 
willing to consider a request from the Council to take over the running of The Institute.  
In November 2009, the Council advised that financial constraints resulted with the 
conversion of the former ECC building not going ahead, and the Association was 
offered relocation at The Institute.  This combination is not feasible as The Institute 
provides community and cultural activities; with the Hall and adjacent rooms not 
available to use at certain periods, i.e. theatre productions.   
The Association understands the financial situation of the Council, and despite the likely 
substantial reduction in facilities for the community, and the restraints of The Institute 
being a Listed Building, there is a way it can be used as a Community Centre.  
Unfortunately the Association has not had opportunity to explore this option, prior to the 
Cabinet meeting; and it is noted that within Appendix B of the budget report the 
‘Potential transfer to the Community Association’ is quoted beside The Institute item.  
Therefore, the Community Association wishes it placed on record the current 
inconclusive position of discussion between the Association and the Council and 
strongly requests that no decisions are made by Cabinet at this stage that would 
jeopardise the long term future of a suitable community centre for Braintree.   
 

5. David Webb, 54 Peel Crescent, Braintree  
  Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Potential Cutbacks 
 
  Mr Webb spoke on various issues including how Council employees were advised of a 
  potential move from Causeway House and that proper consultation was required. 
  Reference was made to government spending and the financial situation with the big 
  banks and that money would be appreciated in the Braintree District.  For the Council to 
  move to Witham would decimate services, and could not the Council direct money 
  towards new housing, instead of making cuts.   
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6. Mrs Brenda Baker, Chairman of Braintree Chamber of Trade & Commerce 
  Agenda Item 6c Medium Term Financial Strategy – Potential Cutbacks 
 
  Mrs Baker stated that the Chamber of Trade does not support the loss of the community 
  warden service or the community centre.  With regard to the value of these services it 
  was queried what mechanism the Council has used to find alternatives to the proposed 
  service cuts.  It was noted that the Chamber of Trade are willing to talk with the Council 
  to minimise the effect of any cuts, and their impact to local business.   
 
7. Mrs Celia Burne, former Halstead Town Councillor and resident of Braintree 
  Agenda Item 6b  Mayland House, Witham 
 
  Mrs Burne expressed her dismay on the Council’s potential move to Witham.  It was 
  considered that an alternative place within Braintree must exist, and if the move goes 
  ahead Braintree residents will lose a tremendous facility.  Braintree town is the centre of 
  the district and, as a Braintree resident, Mrs Burne felt ‘let down’ by the Council if they 
  were to move away.   It was queried if the Council had looked at smaller buildings and 
  as Braintree is a large, constantly expanding town, the proposal would mean the  
  democratic process may suffer in some way and local people would not get to their 
  Councillors.  Residents in the north would need to travel further; and the Council needs 
  to look at alternatives and, if the bus park regeneration project is not to go ahead the 
  Council should rent Mayland House to another user, and keep the revenue. 
  In conclusion, Mrs Burne considered that Braintree District Council should be in  
  Braintree, the centre of the district for residents and Council staff. 
   


	Deputy Cabinet Members
	Portfolio
	Present

