Open Space Survey
January 2004

Purpose of Survey

The purpose of this survey is to establish how much open space is available within
Braintree District and its location, in order to ascertain whether there is a deficiency or
surplus in urban areas relative to the size of population.

How to assess current provision

In order to assess current provision in urban areas it is necessary to have a recognised
standard by which to measure the amount of open space in the Braintree district. The
National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) recommends a minimum standard for
outdoor playing space of 2.4 hectares (6 acres) for every 1000 population. This is a well
recognised and established measurement and Braintree District Council adopted the
NPFA standards for outdoor playing space in the District at Community Committee on
7" March, 2001.

The National Playing Fields Association

The National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) was founded in 1925 to help ensure that
everyone in the United Kingdom would have access to recreational activity within a
reasonable distance of home during their leisure time. The Association at that time
urged all local authorities to adopt a minimum standard of provision of 5 acres of public
open space per 1000 population, of which at least 4 acres was to be set aside for team
games, tennis and bowls.

Since this time the standards have been amended to the ‘Six Acre Standard’ per 1000

population, or 2.4 hectares. The most recent document produced by the NPFA was in
2001 and the breakdown of the standard is set out overleaf:-*
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The above standards differ very slightly to those which were adopted by Braintree
District Council in March 2001. At the time of the District Council adopting the
standard, the measurements specified by the NPFA were 1.6 to 1.8 ha’s for Sport
and 0.6 — 0.8 ha’s for children’s playing space
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Policy Framework

National Planning Policy

The revision of Planning Policy Guidance Note No. 17 (Planning for Open Space, Sport
and Recreation) was recently published along with the companion guide ‘Assessing
Needs and Opportunities: A Companion Guide to PPG17’ and superseded the previous
planning policy guidance note, Sport and Recreation, published in 1991.

The guidance note states that local authorities should carry out assessments of existing
and future needs of their communities in order to ascertain how to best provide for them
in the future. In order to do this, audits of existing open space should be carried out,
giving detail of both quantity and quality; these audits will allow authorities to identify
specific qualitative or quantitative deficits or surpluses of open space, sports and
recreational facilities in their area.

By carrying out these assessments, local authorities can produce clear strategies and
effective planning policies to help resolve potential conflicts that arise over different uses
of open space and protect existing open space.

It is also recommended that open space standards are best set locally, as national
standards cannot cater for local circumstances.

The long term aims for PPG17 are:-

e Networks of accessible, high quality open spaces and sport and recreation facilities, in
both urban and rural areas, which meet the needs of residents and visitors, are fit for
purpose and economically and environmentally sustainable

e An appropriate balance between new provision and the enhancement of existing
provision

e Clarity and reasonable certainty for developers and land owners in relation to the
requirements and expectations of local planning authorities in respect of open space
and sport and recreation provision

Local Planning Policy

Policies and proposals relating to open space are contained within Chapter 10 of the
Braintree District Local Plan Review, Revised Deposit Plan, May 2003. The main aims
of the Plan relating to this subject are:-

e To ensure that provision is made for sporting, recreation and tourism facilities and

good quality open space in sustainable locations, to meet the needs of the District, in
order to improve people’s physical and social well-being
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e To ensure that existing sports and recreation facilities, playing fields and open spaces
are protected from development

e To make facilities for sports, recreation and tourism available and accessible to all
sections of the community

e To make urban areas attractive places to live in

Although national policy states that local authorities should draw up their own standards
for assessing open space need, the majority of local authorities have not done this, and
have adopted the NPFA minimum standards as they are well recognised and robust. The
NPFA standards have proved to be a useful tool in protecting existing open space and are
widely used by the planning inspectorate in determining appeals relating to the
development of open space.

It is for this reason that Braintree District Council has also adopted the NPFA standards
to assess whether the district has a surplus or deficiency of open space within the district.
Once this has been established, local factors can then be taken into account into making
decisions on provision.

The Braintree District Local Plan Review First Deposit Draft, January 2001 and Revised
Deposit Plan, May 2003 identifies areas of land currently used for formal and informal
recreation on the proposals maps and seeks to protect these from development by way of
the following policies:

NOTE:- text indicated as white with black highlighting is proposed additional text as
part of the Review and text with a strike through shows proposed deletion.

Policy RLP 135 — Formal Recreation Policy

Development that would result in the loss, or reduction of formal
g0 51 that is, playing fields and pitches and recreationa
[inGIiTsy) allocated on the Proposals Map will not be permitted
unless:-

The development is for buildings ancillary to open space; or for
non-commercial community uses, or

The owner of the site demonstrates that they are required to move
in order to upgrade their facilities. In this case, alternative open
space will be provided, which is of an equivalent, or improved
facility and where it is readily accessible to the catchment
population of the existing site and there is no resulting loss of visual
amenity.
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Policy RLP 136 — Open Space Standards

National Playmg Fields Assoc1at10n minimum standards for
pace, of 2.43 hectares per 1000 population

This is broken down into:-
Outdoor Sport (Youth and Adult Use)
Pitches, greens, courts 1.6 — 1.8 ha per 1,000 population

Children’s Playing Space
0.6 — 0.8 ha per 1,000 population

Subdivided to:-

Outdoor equipped playgrounds/adventure playgrounds 0.2 — 0.3
ha

Casual or informal space within housing areas 0.4 — 0.5 ha

, ::' -:--: eered

Policy RLP 137 — Provision of Open Space in New Housing
Developments

In proposals for new residential development, the District Council
will rermally require that a mmlmum of 10% of land should be
made available for open space includ : : menity-are

space for formal recreatlon Open spaces should be adequate in
terms of size and location to meet the needs of the development,
which they serve. Enhaneced Standards-will-besoughtinnew
neighbeurheeds— Where open space is to be provided for the benefit
of the development itself and is to be dedicated to the Council, a
commuted payment will be required to cover future maintenance
costs. Appropriate provision of play equipment, or a commuted sum
to cover its costs, should also made. Supplementary Planning
Guidance will be prepared on open space standards. Where
individual developments would not warrant a directly associated
open space provision, but where cumulatively, and over time, there
would be a requirement for open space, commuted payments to
provide open space will rormally be required.
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Policy RLP 140 — Informal Ceuntryside Recreation Areas
Facilities for informal countryside recreation including, where
appropriate, further provision and extension of country arks and
the provision of water recreation facilities will be encouraged in the
following locations:-

e Stour Valley

e Colne Valley

¢ Gosfield Lake to Shalford

e Chelmer, Blackwater and Brain Valleys

And also in association with the restoration of disused mineral
workings.

There should also be informal recreation space of 0.4 hectares
1,000 population within urban areas

Definitions of Open Space
The NPFA defines playing space as:-

“space that is safely accessible and available to the general public, and of a
suitable size and nature, for sport, active recreation or children’s play’.

In accordance with the NPFA standards the district council has split provision into the
following main components:-

1) land for outdoor sport
2) playing space for children
further subdivided into two further categories
e cquipped playgrounds/adventure playgrounds
e casual or informal space within housing areas
3) Informal Recreation Space (larger informal areas, not just suitable for
children’s play but for walking and relaxing, nature conservation

1) Land for Outdoor Sport

The following may be included in this category:-
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(1) Facilities such as pitches, greens, courts, athletics tracks, and
miscellaneous sites such as croquet lawns and training areas in the
ownership of local government, at all tiers

(11) Facilities as described above within the education sector which are
available for public use by written agreement. The informal or
unauthorised use of such facilities by the public does not qualify.

(ii1))  Facilities as described above within the voluntary, private, industrial and
commercial sectors that serve the leisure time needs for outdoor sport and
recreation of their members or the public

2) Playing space for children
The following may be included in this category:-

(1) Designated areas for children containing a range of facilities and an
environment that has been designed to provide focused opportunities for
outdoor play.

(11) Casual or informal playing space within housing areas

3) Informal Recreation Space

The Local Plan Proposals Map and Inset Plans do not differentiate between
playing space for children and informal

recreation space, but for survey purposes it is important to recognise the
difference between the two. Informal recreation space is generally larger and
appeals to the wider population for leisure interests and cannot be classed purely
as children’s playing space, although it is obviously equally important to children
and adults alike.

On the Local Plan proposals map, open space land is generally shown as either formal
(sports grounds) or informal (children’s play space or larger pieces of open space).

Other types of open space land allocated within the Local Plan include Visually
Important Space, School Grounds, Churchyards and Allotments. Churchyards and
allotments are not included within this survey, however some visually important spaces
within the rural areas are included and school grounds have been included if, as a matter
of practice and policy, they are available to the wider community.

The Survey itself

The first element of the survey was to identify all potential areas of land to be included
within the survey. This involved gathering information from the following areas:-

e GIS measurements of Formal/Informal Open Space from Local Plan

e Community and Leisure Services Schedule of Maintained Play Equipment
e Use of large scale maps to identify potential areas
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e QGrass Cutting Schedule
e Parish Council/Town Council involvement:-
Letters sent, requesting details of all areas which could be included
e Schools:-
Letters sent, asking whether outdoor facilities are available for public use
e 1986 Halstead Open Space Survey

Once the above had been collated site visits were made to all identified areas to ascertain
whether the site was available for public use and which facilities (i.e. play equipment)

were contained within the site. Due to the scale of the survey work itself, and officer
time constraints, survey work was undertaken for some sites as far back as 1998.

The three main towns of Braintree, Witham and Halstead were surveyed, along with
villages with a population of 1000 or over. (Village data is contained within a separate
document).

Survey Format

The surveys themselves contain the following sections and are completed separately for
each town and village.

Schedule of Open Space

This is in table format and gives a site number, site name, type of open space, size, and
gives details of what is contained within the site. If the site is privately owned, this is
also indicated.

Maps

A GIS plan of large scale (usually 1:2500) has been produced for each individual site,
giving the site number, name, type and area.

A larger plan of each town in its entirety (Braintree, Witham and Halstead) is also
included in a plastic wallet, showing all numbered open space allocations and their type.

Summary Table showing Open Space figures for each Town

This table gives a summary of total open space figures for each town.

Application of NPFA Standards to Open Space Figures

This table gives detail of how much open space should be available, compared to the size
of the population, split into categories of Outdoor Sport and Children’s Playing Space,
then gives figures of what is actually available with a calculation of whether there is

sufficient open space or a deficiency. All population figures are derived from the
2001 Census
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WARD DATA

The detail given in the tables above has been broken down further into Ward level. For
each Ward, the following information is given:-

Areas of Open Space by Ward

This table is in the same format at the Schedule of Open Space for each town, but only
listing and giving descriptions of open space which fall within the relevant ward.

Application of NPFA Standards to Open Space Totals by Ward

This table gives detail of how much open space should be available within each Ward,
compared to the size of the population, split in to categories of Outdoor Sport and
Children’s Playing Space, then gives figures of what is actually available with a
calculation of whether there is sufficient open space or a deficiency.

On the same page is a percentage breakdown of population per Ward.

The large plans of each town indicate Ward boundaries

All population figures are derived from the 2001 Census
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Schedule of Open Space

Braintree (as at 2003)

Site | Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. g 8}1:;;(110” fpolrt ) Equipment | play
BI | Outdoor Equipped Present? | Equipment
Playgrounds/adventure ?
playgrounds
B2 Casual or informal space
within housing areas
C Informal recreation space
1. Church Street, Bocking | A | Sports Ground 3.94ha | No N/A Used for football and hockey
(formal) (astro-turf for hockey use)
2. Church Street, Bocking | A | Sports Ground 3.62 ha | No N/A 3 tennis courts — in need of repair,
(formal) 1 hard, 2 grass. Large football
pitch area.
3. Deanery Hill B2 | Casual or informal | 0.19 ha | Yes 0.03 ha 8 swings (4 child) on rubber tiles,
B1 | play space within grassy area.
housing areas with
Play Area
(informal)
4, River Blackwater North | C | Informal Recreation| 10.29 No N/A Large informal open space.
Space ha
(informal)
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Off Church Lane
Removed from
schedule. Land
allocation changed to
Cemetery as part of
Local Plan Review

6. Glebe Avenue B2 | Casual play space | 1.53 ha | Yes 0.12 ha Large grassy area, 2 wooden
B1 | within housing areas adventure climbing frames, 1 slide,
with Play Area 1 see-saw, 4 swings (2 child).
(informal) Playground fenced off.
7. River Blackwater East
Removed from
schedule. Recreation
Policy Area allocation
changed in Local Plan
Review.
8. River Blackwater South | C | Informal Recreation| 19.90 No N/A Large grassy area, river walk
Space ha accessible to the public.
(informal)
9. Meadowside B2/ | Casual play space | 3.82ha | Yes N/A Large grass area, vandalised
B1 | within housing area swings. Surfaced basketball area.
(informal)
10. | Land Opposite C | Informal Recreation| 0.61 ha | No N/A Grassed Area.
Meadowside Space
(informal)
11. | Land between C | Informal Recreation| 6.24 ha | No N/A Large grass area with large shrub
Rosemary Avenue and Space areas throughout. Cycleway
Coldnailhurst Avenue (informal) running through middle.
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12. | Tabor Leisure Centre, A | Sports Ground 8.70 ha | No N/A Tabor High School. Sports
Panfield Lane (formal) facilities including athletics track.
Formal arrangement in place for
facilities to be used. Payment for
use required
13. ‘GQypsy Corner’, A | Sports Ground 1.70 ha | No N/A Site Allocation as part of Local
Panfield Lane (Formal) Plan Review 1* Deposit Draft 2002
14. | John English Avenue
Removed from
schedule. Residential
site of 12 or more
dwellings — I* Deposit
Draft, 2002
15. | Public Gardens A | Formal Gardens 2.18ha | Yes 0.07 ha 2 hard tennis courts. Play area inc.
& | Including equipped | 0.11ha slide, 2 child swings, 2 mini
B1 | play area climbing frames, wooden
(informal) and tennig adventure playground, large
courts climbing frame.
(formal)
16. | Blake Drive B2 | Casual or informal | 2.25ha | Yes 0.12 ha 4 baby swings, 1 baby roundabout,
B1 | play space within big grassy area. Small goal post.
housing areas with
Equipped Play Area
(informal)
17. | Julien Court Road A | Sports Ground 73ha | No N/A Lots of football pitches. Tennis
(formal) courts no longer exist, just concrete

left.
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18. | Courtauld Road
Merged with No. 19 to
form Weavers Park

19. | Weavers Park C | Informal Recreation| 3.63 ha | No N/A Rough grass, mature trees, footpath
Space through area. ‘Triangle’ site. Now
(informal) known as Weavers Park.

20. | The Avenue C | Informal Recreation| 0.31 ha | No N/A Informal area surrounding
Space walkway.
(informal)

21. St. Peters Walk A | Cricket Ground 1.24 ha | No N/A Well kept cricket pitch. Private
(formal) site, members only.

22. | Clare Road B2 | Casual or informal | 0.82 ha | Yes 0.10 ha 2 younger & 1 older children’s

B1 | play space within adventure climbing frames, 2 large

housing areas with slides.
Equipped Play Area
(informal)

23. | River Brain C | Informal Recreation| 24.7 ha | No N/A Large open rough/grassy area. Part
Space of John Ray Park
(informal)

24. | Acorn Avenue B1 | Casual or informal | 0.15ha | Yes 0.02 ha Small play area. Under 12’s.

B2 | play space within Small climbing frame, 2 child

housing areas with swings.
Equipped Play Area
(informal)

25. | Flitchway C | Informal Recreation| N/A No N/A Country Park. 15 miles along
Space grgarflk runs former Bishop’s Stortford to
(informal) Braintree to Braintree railway line. Linear park

gﬁnmow for walking, cycling, horseriding.
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26. | Marshalls Park
Included as part of No.
23 — River Brain Walk
28. | Clockhouse Way A | Sports Ground 6.0ha | No N/A Crittall Sports Ground. Used for
(formal) bowls, tennis and football.
Members only.
29A | King George V Playing | A | Sports Ground 4.17ha | No N/A Two marked football pitches. Two
Field (formal) marked rugby pitches.
29B | King George V Playing | B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.01 ha | Yes Inclusive 2 baby swings, 1 baby climbing
Field (informal) figure frame on tiles, benches. Fenced
off.
29C | King George V Playing | Bl | Equipped Play Area| 0.03 ha | Yes Inclusive 4 swings, 1 big climbing frame, 3
Field (informal) figure bars — gymnastic benches, on tiles.
Fenced off.
30. | Braintree Rugby Club, | A | Sports Ground 9.28 ha | No N/A Rugby pitches. Private use by club
Beckers Green (formal) only.
31. | Middle King
Removed from schedule
— sign on site reading
‘No Ball Games or
Cycling’
32. | Beckers Green Road B2 | Casual or informal | 0.33 ha | No N/A Grassed area

play space within
housing areas
(informal)
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33. | Lower King B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.47 ha | Yes 0.02 ha Small wooden adventure
B1 | play space within playground.
housing areas with
equipped play area
(informal)
34. | Adjacent 46 Stubbs B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.03 ha | Yes 0.01 ha Sphere climbing frame, 2 baby
Lane (informal) swings on pole — in need of
painting. On concrete.
35. Crouch Court B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.03 ha | Yes Undulating climbing frame on
(informal) concrete.
36. | Rear of 86 Stubbs Lane | B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.01 ha | Yes 1 baby and normal swing on pole.
(informal) 1 climbing frame on concrete.
37. | Chelmer Road B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.03 ha | Yes Small climbing frame.
(informal)
38. | Chelmer Road B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.47 ha | Yes 0.15 ha 4 Swing tyres 2 x adventure
B1 | play space within wooden climbing frames on grass.
housing area with
equipped play area
(informal)
39. | Off Millennium Way
Removed from schedule
— structural
landscaping
40. Cant Way B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.04 ha | Yes Inclusive 1 baby and normal swing on pole.
(informal) figure Triangular climbing frame on

concrete.
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41. | Mersea Fleet Way
Removed from schedule
— environmental
improvement scheme;
including planting
scheme and path
widening
42. | River Brain South C | Informal Recreation| 5.81 ha | No N/A Trees, scrubland, footpath running
Space through.
(informal)
43. | Hillside Gardens A | Sports Field 0.86 ha | No N/A Football pitch.
(formal)
44. | Milton Avenue B2 | Casual or informal | 0.43 ha | Yes 0.05 ha Grassed area. Climbing frame with
B1 | play space within slide, 2 baby swings, baby slide, 2
housing areas with vandalised baby swings on rubber
Equipped Play Area tiles. Playground fenced off.
(informal)
45. | Goldingham Drive B2 | Casual or informal | 0.47 ha | Yes 0.02 ha Grassed area. 1 big climbing
B1 | play space within frame, 1 tyre swing, 1 mini slide, 2
housing areas with vandalised baby swings on rubber
Equipped Play Area tiles. Playground fenced off.
(informal)
46. | Marlowe Close C | Informal Recreation| 0.29 ha | No N/A Woodland area with mature trees.
Space
(informal)
47. | Notley Road

Removed from

schedule — agricultural

field
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48. | Beckers Green Primary | A | Sports Ground 0.60 ha | No N/A School grounds used by external
School (formal) group — Beckers Green Football
Group
49. | Panfield Lane/Deanery | C/ | Informal Recreation| 4.0 ha | No N/A Large green space on edge of
Hill B2 | Space/Casual or Glebe estate. Used for football
informal play space regularly (no pitches marked)
within housing areas| ‘Sporting 77’ Football Club. BMX
(informal) track.
50. | Ashpole Road, Bocking | B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.10 ha | Yes 0.004 ha Play/informal space including 4
B1 | play space within swings (2 child) on rubber tiles
housing areas with
Equipped Play Area
(informal)
51. | Bocking Church Street | B1 | Equipped Play Area| 0.04 ha | Yes 0.05 ha Wooden play equipment.
Near Bocking Primary (informal) Available for public use after
School school hours
52 Bartrum Avenue B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.10 ha | Yes 0.03 ha Basket ball area, undercover
B1 | play space within seating area, rope climbing frame
housing area on bark chippings. Remaining area
(informal) muddy with grass/weeds
53 Land off Sheene Drive, | C Informal Recreation| 1.81 ha | No n/a Existing mature woodland retained
Kings Park Village Space (informal) as part of overall development as

wildlife area. Accessible to public
— narrow path running through area
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54 Bridport Way, Kings B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.38 ha | Yes 0.02 ha Mown grassed area with shrub
Park Village B1 | play space within beds/landscaping. Concrete path
housing area with leading to fenced play area
equipped playgroung comprising 1 large and 1 small
(informal) metal adventure playground
(slide/climbing frame) 1 x springy
animal. Timber benches outside
play area.
55 Land off Stafford C | Informal Recreation| 0.40 ha | No n/a Existing mature
Crescent, Kings Park Space (informal) woodland/vegetation. Accessible
Village via turnstile. Small path running
through.
56 Land at Twelve Acres, | B2/ | Casual or informal | 0.42 ha | Yes 0.02 ha Green (turf very worn) with play
Kings Park Village B1 | play space within equipment within fenced area,
housing area with comprising 2 no. swings, climbing
equipped playgroung frame/slide, on safety surfacing. 2
(informal) x benches outside fenced area.
Braintree Sub Total A | Outdoor Sport 48 ha
Braintree Sub Total B | Childrens Playing | 13 ha
Space
Braintree Sub Total A+ | Total Playing Spacq 61 ha
B
Braintree Sub Total C | Informal Recreatio| 78ha
Space
Braintree Sub Total A | Formal Recreation| 48 ha
Braintree Sub Total B | Informal Recreatio] 91 ha
+C
GRAND TOTAL All OPEN SPACE | 139 ha
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Summary Table — Open Space Totals for Braintree (figures exclude Great Notley and

White Court Estate)

Type of Open Space

Area Provided (Hectares)

Outdoor Sport
(A)

48 ha

Children’s Playing Space:-

Outdoor Equipped Playground/Adventure
Playground

(B1)

1.06 ha

Children’s Playing Space;-

Casual or informal space within housing
areas

(B2)

11.93 ha

Informal Recreation Space

©)

78 ha

TOTAL - ALL OPEN SPACE FOR
BRAINTREE

139 ha




Application of NPFA Standards to Braintree Open Space Totals

Total Population of Braintree (as at Census 2001):-

Type of Open
Space

Amount of Open

Space

Amount Required by
NPFA

Surplus or
Deficiency?

Outdoor Sport (A)

48

Outdoor Equipped
Playgrounds/Adve
nture Playgrounds
(B1)

1.06

Casual or informal
play space within
housing areas (B2)

11.93

Informal
Recreation Space

©)

78

Total all Open
Space

139




Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE

BOCKING BLACKWATER WARD

Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of play Comments

No. Equipment | equipment

Present?
8. River Blackwater South C Informal Recreation 19.90 ha | No N/A Large grassy area, river walk
Space accessible to the public.
(informal)
16. Blake Drive B2 | Casual or informal play | 2.25ha | Yes 0.12 ha 4 baby swings, 1 baby
B1 | space within housing roundabout, big grassy area.
areas with Equipped Small goal post.
Play Area
(informal)

17. Julien Court Road A Sports Ground (formal) | 7.3 ha No N/A Lots of football pitches. Tennis
courts no longer exist, just
concrete left.

19. Weavers Park C Informal Recreation 3.63ha | No N/A Rough grass, mature trees,

Space footpath through area. ‘Triangle’

(informal) site. Now known as Weavers
Park.

53 Land off Sheene Drive, Kings C | Informal Recreation 1.81ha | No n/a Existing mature woodland
Park Village Space (informal) retained as part of overall

development as wildlife area.
Accessible to public — narrow
path running through area

54 Bridport Way, Kings Park B2/ | Casual or informal play | 0.38 ha | Yes 0.02 ha Mown grassed area with shrub

Village B1 | space within housing beds/landscaping. Concrete path
area with equipped leading to fenced play area
playground (informal) comprising 1 large and 1 small

metal adventure playground
(slide/climbing frame) 1 x springy
animal. Timber benches outside
play area.




55 Land off Stafford Crescent, C | Informal Recreation 040ha | No n/a Existing mature

Kings Park Village Space (informal) woodland/vegetation. Accessible
via turnstile. Small path running
through.

Bocking Blackwater Ward A Outdoor Sport 7.3 ha

Total

Bocking Blackwater Ward B Children’s Playing 2.77 ha

Total Space

Bocking Blackwater Ward A+ | Total Playing Space 10.07 ha

Total B

Bocking Blackwater Ward C Informal Recreation | 25.74 ha

Total Space

Bocking Blackwater Ward B+ | All Informal Playing | 28.51 ha

Total C Space

A All formal recreation | 7.3 ha
GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 35.81 ha

Note:- Where areas of land have been broken down further by Ward Boundaries, a number of larger Informal Recreation Space allocations may
now straddle more than 1 Ward. Where this occurs, the Informal Recreation Space figure will need to be analysed further to gain an accurate

hectarage.




Application of NPFA Standards to Braintree Open Space Totals
BOCKING BLACKWATER WARD

Total Population 7,962

Type of Open Space

Amount of Open Space

Amount Required by NPFA

Surplus or Deficiency?

Outdoor Sport (A)

7.3 ha

12.7-14.33 ha

Deficient by at least 5.4 ha

Outdoor Equipped
Playgrounds/ Adventure
Playgrounds (B1)

0.14 ha

1.59-2.39 ha

Deficient by at least 1.45 ha

Casual or informal play
space within housing areas
(B2)

2.63 ha

3.18 - 3.98 ha

Deficient by at least 0.55 ha

Informal Recreation Space
(C)

25.74 ha

3.18 ha

Surplus by 22.56 ha

Total Population of Braintree,
Bocking & Great Notley

41,730

Population of Bocking
Blackwater Ward as a
percentage

19

Population of Bocking North
Ward as a percentage

10

Population of Bocking South
Ward as a percentage

12

Population of Braintree Central
Ward as a percentage

16

Population of Braintree East
Ward as a percentage

15

Population of Braintree South
Ward as a percentage

16

Population of Great Notley anc
Braintree West Ward as a
percentage

13

100




Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE
BOCKING NORTH
Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of play Comments
No. Equipment | equipment
Present?
1. Church Street, Bocking A Sports Ground 3.94 ha No N/A Used for football
(formal) and hockey (astro-
turf for hockey use)
2. Church Street, Bocking A Sports Ground 3.62 ha No N/A 3 tennis courts — in
(formal) need of repair, 1
hard, 2 grass. Large
football pitch area.
3. Deanery Hill B2 | Casual or informal 0.19 ha Yes 0.03 ha 8 swings (4 child)
B1 | play space within on rubber tiles,
housing areas with grassy area.
Play Area
(informal)
4. River Blackwater North C Informal Recreation 10.29ha | No N/A Large informal open
Space space.
(informal)
6. Glebe Avenue B2 | Casual play space 1.53 ha Yes 0.12 ha Large grassy area, 2
B1 | within housing areas wooden adventure
with Play Area climbing frames, 1
(informal) slide, 1 see-saw, 4
swings (2 child).
Playground fenced
off.
49. Panfield Lane/Deanery Hill C/ | Informal Recreation 4.0 ha No N/A Large green space on
B2 | Space/Casual or edge of Glebe estate.
informal play space Used for football
within housing areas regularly (no pitches
(informal) marked) ‘Sporting
77’ Football Club.
BMX track.




50. Ashpole Road, Bocking B2/ | Casual or informal play 0.10 ha Yes 0.004 ha Play/informal space
B1 | space within housing including 4 swings
areas with Equipped (2 child) on rubber
Play Area tiles
(informal)
51. Bocking Church Street B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.04 ha Yes 0.05 ha Wooden play
Near Bocking Primary School (informal) equipment.
Available for public
use after school
hours
Bocking North Ward Total A Outdoor Sport 7.56 ha
Bocking North Ward Total B Children’s Playing
Space 2.06 ha
Bocking North Ward Total A+ | Total Playing Space
B 9.62 ha
Bocking North Ward Total C Informal Recreation
Space 14.29 ha
Bocking North Ward Total B+ | All Informal
C Playing Space 16.35 ha
Bocking North Ward Total A All formal
recreation 7.56 ha
GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 23.91 ha

Note:- Where areas of land have been broken down further by Ward Boundaries, a number of larger Informal Recreation Space allocations may
now straddle more than 1 Ward. Where this occurs, the Informal Recreation Space figure will need to be analysed further to gain an accurate
hectarage.



Application of NPFA Standards to Braintree Open Space Totals

BOCKING NORTH WARD

Total Population 4,215

Type of Open Space

Amount of Open Space

IAmount Required by NPFA

S

irplus or Deficiency?

Outdoor Sport (A) 7.56 ha 6.7 - 7.6 ha minimum standard
Outdoor Equipped

Playgrounds/ Adventure Deficient by at least 0.56
Playgrounds (B1) 0.24 ha 0.8-1.3 ha ha

Casual or informal play

space within housing areas Sufficient to within the
(B2) 1.82 1.69-2.11 ha minimum standard
Informal Recreation Space

(C) 14.29 1.69 ha Surplus by 12.6 ha
Total Population of Braintree,

Bocking & Great Notley 41,730

Population of Bocking

Blackwater Ward as a

percentage 19

Population of Bocking North

Ward as a percentage 10

Population of Bocking South

Ward as a percentage 12

Population of Braintree Central

Ward as a percentage 16

Population of Braintree East

Ward as a percentage 15

Population of Braintree South

Ward as a percentage 16

Population of Great Notley anc

Braintree West Ward as a

percentage 13

100




Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE
BOCKING SOUTH
Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. Equipment | play
Present? equipment
9. Meadowside B2/ | Casual play space 3.82 ha Yes N/A Large grass area, vandalised
B1 | within housing area swings. Surfaced basketball
(informal) area.
10. Land Opposite Meadowside C Informal Recreation 0.61 ha No N/A Grassed Area.
Space
(informal)
11. Land between Rosemary C Informal Recreation 6.24 ha No N/A Large grass area with large
Avenue and Coldnailhurst Space shrub areas throughout.
Avenue (informal) Cycleway running through
middle.
12. Tabor Leisure Centre, Panfield | A Sports Ground 8.70 ha No N/A Tabor High School. Sports
Lane (formal) facilities including athletics
track. Formal arrangement in
place for facilities to be used.
Payment for use required
13. ‘Gypsy Corner’, Panfield Lane | A Sports Ground 1.70 ha No N/A Site Allocation as part of
(Formal) Local Plan Review 1% Deposit
Draft 2002
15. Public Gardens A Formal Gardens 2.18 ha Yes 0.07 ha 2 hard tennis courts. Play area
& Including eqipped play| 0.11ha inc. slide, 2 child swings, 2
B1 | area mini climbing frames, wooden
(informal) and tennis adventure playground, large
courts climbing frame.
(formal)
21. St. Peters Walk A Cricket Ground 1.24 ha No N/A Well kept cricket pitch.
(formal) Private site, members only.
Bocking South Ward Total A Outdoor Sport 11.75 ha




Bocking South Ward Total B Children’s Playing

Space 3.89 ha
Bocking South Ward Total A+ | Total Playing Space
B 15.64 ha
Bocking South Ward Total C Informal Recreation
Space 6.85 ha
Bocking South Ward Total B+ | All Informal
C Playing Space 10.74 ha
Bocking South Ward Total A All formal
recreation 11.75 ha
GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 22.49 ha

Note:- Where areas of land have been broken down further by Ward Boundaries, a number of larger Informal Recreation Space allocations may
now straddle more than 1 Ward. Where this occurs, the Informal Recreation Space figure will need to be analysed further to gain an accurate
hectarage.



Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE
BRAINTREE CENTRAL
Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. Equipment | play
Present? equipment
20. The Avenue C Informal Recreation | 0.31 ha No N/A Informal area surrounding
Space walkway.
(informal)
22. Clare Road B2 | Casual or informal play 0.82 ha Yes 0.10 ha 2 younger & 1 older children’s
B1 | space within housing adventure climbing frames, 2
areas with Equipped large slides.
Play Area
(informal)
23. River Brain C Informal Recreation 24.7 ha No N/A Large open rough/grassy area.
Space * Part Part of John Ray Park
(informal)
24, Acorn Avenue B1 | Casual or informal play 0.15 ha Yes 0.02 ha Small play area. Under 12’s.
B2 | space within housing Small climbing frame, 2 child
areas with Equipped swings.
Play Area
(informal)
Braintree Central Ward A Outdoor Sport Nil
Total
Braintree Central Ward B Children’s Playing 1.09 ha
Total Space
Braintree Central Ward A+ | Total Playing Space | 1.09 ha
Total B
Braintree Central Ward C Informal Recreation | 25.01 ha
Total Space
Braintree Central Ward B+ | All Informal 26.1 ha
Total C Playing Space




Braintree Central Ward A All formal Nil
Total recreation

GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 26.1 ha

Note:- Where areas of land have been broken down further by Ward Boundaries, a number of larger Informal Recreation Space allocations may
now straddle more than 1 Ward. Where this occurs, the Informal Recreation Space figure will need to be analysed further to gain an accurate
hectarage.



Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE
BRAINTREE EAST
Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. Equipment | play
Present? equipment
28. Clockhouse Way A Sports Ground 6.0 ha No N/A Crittall Sports Ground. Used for
(formal) bowls, tennis and football.
Members only.
29A King George V Playing Field | A Sports Ground 4.17ha No N/A Two marked football pitches.
(formal) Two marked rugby pitches.
29B King George V Playing Field | B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.01 ha Yes Inclusive 2 baby swings, 1 baby climbing
(informal) figure frame on tiles, benches. Fenced
off.
29C King George V Playing Field B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.03 ha Yes Inclusive 4 swings, 1 big climbing frame,
(informal) figure 3 bars — gymnastic benches, on
tiles. Fenced off.
30. Braintree Rugby Club, A Sports Ground 9.28 ha No N/A Rugby pitches. Private use by
Beckers Green (formal) club only.
32. Beckers Green Road B2 | Casual or informal play 0.33 ha No N/A Grassed area
space within housing
areas
(informal)
33. Lower King B2/ | Casual or informal play 0.47 ha Yes 0.02 ha Small wooden adventure
B1 | space within housing playground.
areas with equipped plég
area
(informal)
34, Adjacent 46 Stubbs Lane B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.03 ha Yes 0.01 ha Sphere climbing frame, 2 baby
(informal) swings on pole — in need of
painting. On concrete.
35. Crouch Court B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.03 ha Yes Undulating climbing frame on
(informal) concrete.
36. Rear of 86 Stubbs Lane B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.01 ha Yes 1 baby and normal swing on
(informal) pole. 1 climbing frame on
concrete.




37. Chelmer Road B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.03 ha Yes Small climbing frame.
(informal)
38. Chelmer Road B2/ | Casual or informal play 0.47 ha Yes 0.15 ha 4 Swing tyres 2 x adventure
B1 | space within housing wooden climbing frames on
area with equipped play grass.
area
(informal)
40. Cant Way B1 | Equipped Play Area 0.04 ha Yes Inclusive 1 baby and normal swing on
(informal) figure pole. Triangular climbing frame
on concrete.
48. Beckers Green Primary School | A | Sports Ground 0.60 ha No N/A School grounds used by external
(formal) group — Beckers Green Football
Group
52 Bartrum Avenue B2/ | Casual or informal play 0.10 ha Yes 0.03 ha Basket ball area, undercover
B1 | space within housing seating area, rope climbing
area frame on bark chippings.
(informal) Remaining area muddy with
grass/weeds
56 Land at Twelve Acres, Kings B2/ | Casual or informal pla] 0.42 ha Yes 0.02 ha Green (turf very worn) with play
Park Village B1 | space within housing equipment within fenced area,
area with equipped comprising 2 no. swings,
playground climbing frame/slide, on safety
(informal) surfacing. 2 x benches outside
fenced area.
Braintree East Ward Total A Outdoor Sport 20.05 ha
Braintree East Ward Total B Children’s Playing 2.18 ha
Space
Braintree East Ward Total A+ | Total Playing Space | 22.23 ha
B
Braintree East Ward Total C Informal Recreation | Nil
Space
Braintree East Ward Total B+ | All Informal 2.18 ha
C Playing Space
Braintree East Ward Total A All formal 20.05 ha
recreation
GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 22.23 ha




Areas of Open Space

by Ward
BRAINTREE
BRAINTREE SOUTH
Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. Equipment play
Present? equipment
23. River Brain C Informal Recreation | 24.7 ha No N/A Large open rough/grassy area.
Space - part Part of John Ray Park
(informal)
43. Hillside Gardens A Sports Field 0.86 ha No N/A Football pitch.
(formal)
44. Milton Avenue B2 | Casual or informal 0.43 ha Yes 0.05 ha Grassed area. Climbing frame
B1 | play space within with slide, 2 baby swings, baby
housing areas with slide, 2 vandalised baby swings
Equipped Play Area on rubber tiles. Playground
(informal) fenced off.
45. Goldingham Drive B2 | Casual or informal 0.47 ha Yes 0.02 ha Grassed area. 1 big climbing
B1 | play space within frame, 1 tyre swing, | mini slide,
housing areas with 2 vandalised baby swings on
Equipped Play Area rubber tiles. Playground fenced
(informal) off.
46. Marlowe Close C Informal Recreation | 0.29 ha No N/A Woodland area with mature
Space trees.
(informal)
Braintree South Ward Total | A QOutdoor Sport 0.86 ha
Braintree South Ward Total | B Children’s Playing 0.97 ha
Space
Braintree South Ward Total | A+ | Total Playing Space | 2.46 ha
B
Braintree South Ward Total | C Informal Recreation | 24.99 ha
Space
Braintree South Ward Total | B+ | All Informal 25.96 ha
C Playing Space
Braintree South Ward Total | A All formal 0.86 ha
recreation
GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 26.82




Areas of Open Space
by Ward

BRAINTREE
GREAT NOTLEY AND BRAINTREE WEST

Site Site Name Type of Open Space Size Play Area of Comments
No. Equipment | play
Present? equipment
23. River Brain C Informal Recreation 24.7 ha No N/A Large open rough/grassy area.
Space *Part Part of John Ray Park
1w Windermere Drive, White C Informal Recreation 2.33 ha No N/A Large area of open woodland
Courts Estate Space (Indicated in Braintree District
Local Plan as Visually Important
Space — should it therefore
appear here??)
2W Derwent Way, White Courts B2 | Casual of informal 0.13 ha No N/A Trees throughout area.
Estate play space within
housing area
3w Levens Way, White Courts C Informal Recreation 0.37 ha No N/A Open grassed area. Couple of
Estate Space mature trees. Shrubs/hedging.
Becoming more wooded. Paths
of mown grass running through
(leading to No.10)
4W White Court County Primary A/ | Play Area* 1.88 ha Yes 0.04 ha Large grassed area available
School B1 | This piece of land does not after school hours. Accessible

fit specifically into any one
category. It is not a sports
field, but cannot be classed
as casual or informal play
space within a housing area

via paths from Rydal Way.
Netball court on all-weather
surfacing. Large open field.
Play area comprises: small
climbing frame, walking bridge,
wooden climbing frame, 2
swings, small slide, 2 baby
swings — all on rubber tiles or
grass. This area is also
accessible by footpath/cycleway
from Great Notley.




1G

Notley Green, Great Notley

Informal Recreation
Space

2.39 ha

N/A

Originally marked in Open
Space Survey as Sports Ground,
but Local Plan Review shows it
as informal recreation. Does not
really fit into either C, or B2. At
time of wvisit, it was a marked
cricket pitch. Other sports
played on the area. Stone
boulders surround the field.

2G

Community Hall, Great Notley

B2/
Bl

Casual or informal play
space within housing
area with equipped
play area

0.40 ha

Yes

Fenced area
=0.02 ha
Open area =
0.20 ha

Large area with spaced out play
equipment. One area fenced,
comprising:- seesaw, springy
animal, slide/climbing frame, 2
swings (1 baby swing) and
bench, all on bark chippings.
Surrounding area comprises:-
large climbing frame, on soft all-
weather surfacing, benches, slide
sunk into hill, 2 broken swings
and 4-swing contraption.

3G

Wood Way, Great Notley

Informal Recreation
Space

Not to be
included

N/A

Unaccessible to public It is
indicated on the Local Plan as
Informal Recreation. Large
fenced, barbed wire area
containing many mature trees.
Existing large timber gate and 2
no. metal gates off Petworth
Close are locked with barbed
wire across the top.

4G

Discovery Centre, Great
Notley

Sports Field

0.11 ha

N/A

Large enclosed ‘multi-sports
area’. All weather surfacing,
floodlit. Part of Country Park

5G

Discovery Centre, Great
Notley

Sports Field

Not yet
construct
ed

N/A

Surrounding area to multi-sports
area above is in the process of
being adopted as football pitches
— 2 x junior pitches and 1 senior
pitch. As at site visit 26/11/03 —
site not complete. Part of
Country Park




6G Country Park, Great Notley C Country Park 40.38 ha | No N/A Country Park containing fishing
(informal) lakes, wild flower meadows,

Great Notley Bowl, sculpture
and the Discover Centre. Sports
facilities also contained within
the park, counted separately, as
above.

Great Notley and Braintree A Outdoor Sport 1.99 ha

West Ward Total

Great Notley and Braintree B Children’s Playing 0.79 ha

West Ward Total Space

Great Notley and Braintree A+ | Total Playing Space | 2.78 ha

West Ward Total B

Great Notley and Braintree C Informal Recreation | 70.17 ha

West Ward Total Space

Great Notley and Braintree B+ | All Informal 70.96 ha

West Ward Total C Playing Space

Great Notley and Braintree A All formal 1.99 ha

West Ward Total recreation

GRAND TOTAL All Open Space 72.95 ha

Note:- Where areas of land have been broken down further by Ward Boundaries, a number of larger Informal Recreation Space allocations may
now straddle more than 1 Ward. Where this occurs, the Informal Recreation Space figure will need to be analysed further to gain an accurate
hectarage.





