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MEMBERS’ FOCUS

AREA: Environment

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Clean, Green and Safe

SUBJECT: Christmas Tree Recycling CONTACT OFFICER: Clare Neely
TEL/EMAIL No.: ext. 2216 BACKGROUND PAPERS: none
INFORMATION:

The fourth year of Braintree District Council’s Christmas recycling campaign again
proved how keen local residents are to recycle their Christmas waste.

Three sites were provided at Wyevales Garden Centre in Braintree, Butler Road Car Park
in Halstead and the Recreational Club in Earls Colne on Sunday 4™ January where
residents could bring their Christmas trees and cards to be recycled.

Around 1,000 Christmas trees were collected for recycling along with over 1.5 tonnes of
Christmas cards, with the site in Halstead proving particularly popular.

The total number of Christmas trees recycled was more than last year, even with the new
kerbside green waste collection service provided by green wheeled bins in Braintree,
Cressing, Great Notley, Black Notley, Silver End, Rivenhall and Witham.
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS
AREA: Exchequer, Finance

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: New Business Rates and Council
Tax legislation.

SUBJECT: Changes in and proposed CONTACT OFFICER:

changes to Council Tax & Business Chris McCloud Exchequer Manager
Rates legislation. 19 December 2003

TEL/EMAIL No.: 2850 BACKGROUND PAPERS:
chrmc@braintree.gov.uk 1. Local Government Act 2003

2. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister
consultation paper June 2003
3. Modernisation

INFORMATION:
NON KEY DECISIONS REQUIRED - Cannot be called in.

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To advise members of the changes of legislation introduced and the implications for
BDC and the Business Community.

A. Business Growth Incentives (BGI)

B. Business Rate revaluation 2005

C. Business Improvement Districts (BIDS)

D. Changed information on Council Tax Leaflet
E. Enforcement

A. Business Growth Incentives (BGI) Background

Due for implementation from 1% April 2005, the purpose of the scheme is to
encourage local authorities to support business growth in their areas, creating an
increase in business rate income, which could then be shared with local
authorities.

Five models are proposed but the Government favours only two of the five. The
models attempt to assess the baseline performance of each authority i.e. that
level of growth, which would have occurred any way. This would be used to
assess the additional performance achieved by authorities as a result.

The preferred models are:

1. National Historic Growth model, which groups local authorities nationally
and separates them into five subgroups depending on relative historic
performance.

2. The Sub Regional model which groups local authorities according to their
regional Government Office and then separates them into three subgroups
depending on relative historic performance.
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MEMBERS’ FOCUS

The Government has also identified two main options for assessing the baseline
against which the performance could be assessed and the additional income
retained. Two options are proposed.

1. A high floor/high scaling option. Under this option high targets would be
set so that only 50% of authorities would benefit without improving
performance but a high level of income retention, say 95% would be
permitted.

2. A medium floor/medium scaling option. This would set lower targets so
that around 75% of authorities would benefit without improving
performance. This would be offset by permitting authorities to retain only
65% of the increased revenues.

The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has just announced the responses to
consultation. Almost 90% of respondents agreed with the scheme principles.
There was no clear preference between the National Historic Growth model and
the Sub Regional model although there was a preference for the medium
floor/medium scaling model. Thirty-six volunteers have agreed to take part in an
administrative dry run and the results will be available in 2004.

B. Business Rate Revaluation 2005 - Backeround

Business Rates are a standard charge levied across the whole country. Sums
collected are based on rateable values and paid into a national pool before being
redistributed to authorities on a per capita basis.

Business rateable values are based on open market rental values. Once every
five years, all business properties must be revalued. The purpose of the
revaluation is to redistribute the burden of charge in line with regional movements
in the property markets. The next revaluation is due in April 2005. (application
date or date of valuation with a later application date?)

At the next revaluation, a small business rate relief is being introduced to
benefit businesses that occupy a single property with a rateable value of less
than £8,000. This relief will be funded by larger businesses paying more. Any
business facing substantial increases will have their charges phased in over a
number of years.

Research by the Valuation Office began in October 2003. Consultation with Local
Authorities will take place between June and August 2004. Businesses are
aware that new legislation is imminent. The effect of this revaluation will be made
public six months before revaluation and we can expect to receive increased
contact in the second half of 2004.

It will be necessary for information to be sent out with the 2004/5 Bills and to
assist with notifications in the lead up. A flat rate payment will be made to the
Council to assist with costs.

A new Revenues billing system will go live in 2004 and these additional
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requirements will be incorporated into the new application.
C. Business Improvement Districts (BIDS) - Background

Business Rates is a standard rate of charge levied across the whole country.
Sums collected are paid into the National Pool; from which, sums are paid to
individual authorities on a per capita basis. Where there is a County and a
District the per capita amount is then divided according to the spend for each.

A Bid is an additional business rate, that businesses can choose, by ballot, to
levy on themselves for a particular purpose, (the Bid Levy). Such purposes could
be local flood defences, CCTV, road resurfacing, additional lighting, security
services etc.

A Bid can be across billing authorities, if regulated as such by the Secretary of
State.

Authorities may make a financial contribution towards the project.
The method of assessing the vote on a Bid levy is strictly regulated in that: -

1. The simple majority of properties in the ballot are for of the levy and

2, The aggregate rateable value of the properties voting for the levy is
greater than the aggregate rateable value of the properties voting against the
levy.

For each Bid a binding set of rules must be agreed, documented and balloted on
before it can be levied, they are: -

1. time limited (not exceeding 5 years, unless renewed after a 5 year
period after ballot)

2 are binding on the Local Authorities in whose area they fall,

3 limited in value

4. may be different for different cases,

5. applicable to the Business Rate class/ type described

6 apply to all persons, for any period that they fall within that description,
7 liable for an amount

8 Questions may be stipulated by regulation

9. the Local Authority shall collect/ administer the monies collected on behalf
of the Bid in a separate “Bid Revenue Account”,

An authority may in prescribed circumstances veto a Bid levy but it must explain
its reasons why. and can be appealed against to the Secretary of State.

Currently the Councils Business Rates system has not been enhanced to handle
Bid levy’s

D. Changed information on Council Tax Leaflet
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With effect from 1/4/04 the information required to be given to charge payers with
their bill is less specific.

What is required is, but not in any specific format is :-

A statement, of the estimate of the billing authority and of each precepting
authority, of their gross expenditure for both the relevant year and the preceding
year,

A statement, of the budget requirement of the billing authority and of each
precepting authority, of their gross expenditure for both the relevant year and the
preceding year,

A statement, of the reasons for the differences in the preceding statements. for
both the relevant year and the preceding year,

A statement of the effect, in the opinion of the billing authority, of its;-
a. Total budget requirement; and

b. Estimate of its aggregate gross expenditure for services
administered by the authority;

Upon the level of Council Tax set for the relevant year.

Billing Authorities are required to show the year on year percentage change in
the Council Tax charge for each precept. With the introduction of the Precept for
the Fire Authority, the 2004/2005 Council Tax bills will exceptionally be required
to have a footnote to explain that year on year percentages for County, Fire and
Police are not comparable.

Any other information to be included to be locally considered.

E. Enforcement

Liability Orders

Currently once a Magistrates Court has issued a liability order it can only be
changed by a higher court, this is now changed so that the Magistrates Court can
change its previous decision.

Attachment of Earnings Orders

Presently these orders can only be in respect of the amount of Council Tax/
Business rates, plus a sum for costs for obtaining the original Liability Order. This
has now been changed to allow the addition of costs incurred in trying to levy
distress or during aborted committal proceedings. The impact on the Council will
be minimal.

Charging Orders

Presently individual debts for Council Tax had to be over £1,000 to allow an
application for a charging order to a debtors property, this has been changed
to allow for the aggregation of debts towards the limit of £1,000.

The effect on the Council will be to make recovery easier, as up until this
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year individual years Council Tax bills were less than £1,000 and therefore
non payment did not give the ability to use Charging Orders. From 1/4/04
onwards we will be able to charge against properties.

2. CONSULTATION

A. None, the Business community awaits legislation before making comment.
B. None, the Business community awaits legislation before making comment.
C. None; although the business community is aware that legislation was

imminent. The Braintree Business Council has considered the possibilities with
the Business Enterprise Manager and have no comment at this time

D. None.

E. None.

3. OPTIONS AVAILABLE

A. None.

B. None.

C1. To consider individual Business Improvement Districts on an individual
basis when submitted by the business community.

C2. To promote Business Improvement Districts within the authority as a
means of increasing funds for specific purposes.

D. None.

E. None.
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AREA: Housing Benefits

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Meeting Community Needs

SUBJECT: Housing Benefit Reform —end | CONTACT OFFICER: June Theisinger

of benefit periods Benefits Manager
TEL/EMAIL No.: 01376 — 557864 BACKGROUND PAPERS: Department
junth@pbraintree.gov.uk for Work and Pensions Circulars F26/2003,

F27/2003, A32/2003 and A38/2003.

INFORMATION:

The government has ended benefit periods for Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit
claimants aged 60 and over from 6™ October 2003.

The abolishment of benefit periods coincided with the introduction of Pension Tax
Credits.

Benefit periods for all other claimants will end on 31% March 2004.

This means that claimants will no longer have to fill in a new Housing Benefit/Council
Tax Benefit claim form every year.

From April 2004 benefit claims will be checked for changes of circumstances by a
system of data matching and high-risk case reviews. Each month, the whole caseload will
be analysed for risk and run against data matching rules by the Housing Benefit Matching
Service.

Each month, the Authority will be issued with a list of claims that data match and high-
risk claims that need to be reviewed.

The reviews can be done by postal check, telephone call or home visit, although there is a
minimum that must be checked by home visit.

The requirement to reassess our whole caseload annually (approximately 8,500 cases)
will be replaced by these data matches and targeted reviews.

This major change in Benefits administration will mean a comprehensive re-organisation
of the structure of the Benefits Section, and changes to the job descriptions of the
Benefits staff.

The levels and frequency of Benefits service in Witham and Halstead offices will also
need reviewing in the light of these changes to our administration, with fewer claimants
needing to either hand in documents or obtain assistance/ advice with the claim forms.
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News

Council pressure to hold down Council Tax

Page 1 of 1

Driven by the aim of keeping council tax increases as low as possible, Braintree District
Council continues with a root and branch evaluation of services at next week’s meeting of the

Executive.

Most proposals concentrate on reduction of administration costs, increasing efficiency
and income and adjusting budgets to reflect changes already made in 2003. Examples include
£130,000 saved by avoiding high interest rates, while more efficient purchasing methods offer

savings of £128,000 a year.

The charge for some services will increase slightly and some, which were previously free of
charge will now be charged. The annual charge for concessionary fares tokens will increase to
£15, while continuing to provide £40 worth of travel and the separate ‘fare-paid travel passes’

will be restricted to people with severe disabilities.

Owners of second homes will now have to pay 90% of the council tax due on the second
home (up from 50%) and around £50,000 of the extra £106,500 revenue will be used by Essex
County Council and this Council for projects within the District. (approx £8 out of £10 tax

collected normally goes to ECC).

Executive councillor David Finch comments: “There are more proposals to be considered at
the February meeting of the Executive and anyone with comments on these or future proposals

can write to me at the Council or e-mail clir.dfinch@braintree.gov.uk.”
ENDS

For more information contact: Cllr David Finch (01787) 371878
or Director of Finance, Chris Fleetham (01376) 551414 x 2800

Issued by: PR Section 9 January 2004
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News

Community safety funding available

Page 1 of 1

The Braintree District Community Safety Partnership has secured funding in
the region of £128,00 for the Braintree District. The Partnership is now
encouraging groups and organisations to apply for the funding which can be
used for improving the safety of communities across the District. The closing
date for applications is 27" February 2004 with successful projects being
undertaken from 1! April 2004 to 31%' March 2005.

Executive councillor for Health & Community Graham Butland said,
“This is an important funding stream that can be used to directly affect the
safety of our communities. The Braintree District Community Safety
Partnership will continue to address community safety issues, particularly
around anti-social behaviour. We need to encourage residents to take

ownership of their local communities in trying to help us achieve this.”

Contact Angela Verghese at Braintree District Council on 01376 552525 for

further information, guidelines and an application form.
ENDS

For more information contact:
Angela Verghese, External Funding Officer, 01376 551414 ext 2329

Issued by: PR Section 13 January 2004
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Diary Date

Synthetic Pitch open at Halstead Sports Centre

11.50am Saturday 17" January 2004 -

Halstead Sports Centre, Colne Road, Halstead
Football and hockey are the order of the day as Chairman of
Braintree District Council Keith Bigden is joined by Executive
Councillor Simon Walsh, local Councillors and sports clubs
representatives to celebrate the opening of the Halstead Sports
Centre all weather pitch.

Nacro Rangers (Nacro Braintree Community Sports Project under 14’s) will
face Haverhill Ladies in the inaugural friendly football match followed by
Braintree Hockey Club under 11’s.

The new synthetic pitch is part of a £4.5 million project which includes an
indoor swimming pool, fithess room and créche together with the already
completed multi-use games area (MUGA).

For more information contact:
Anne Proudfoot, PR Section, 01376 557752

Issued by: PR Section 15 January 2004
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News

Council office proposals for Halstead Page 1 of
1

The trend towards greater customer focus and efficiency continues with
proposals for a new and more usable area office for local people wanting
access to council services, including proper access for people with disabilities.
In March 2003, the Council decided to make changes to the area office,
because the cost of bringing the current office and other buildings up to
today’s standards would be more than the value of the whole site.

Better technology and information systems offer opportunities for saving
space and more efficient ways of providing local services. For example, there
is no practical need for horticultural vehicles and equipment to be based in the
town centre and while cash handling facilities will always be available in town,
the separate review of how this is done has yet to be reported.

Proposals now include completely new offices off Halstead High Street
(‘The Centre’) and/or accommodation in The Mill House by Townsford Mill.
The pros and cons of each will be reviewed by the Council Executive
committee on 12" January @ 7.15pm.

Executive councillor Michael Lager comments: “Investment in staff training
and computer technology has enabled a different approach to the way that
enquiries are taken and services delivered. The new proposals could offer
more space for visitors to the office and greater flexibility in the way that they
are helped. We would like people to see the proposals for themselves and

take the opportunity to make comments.”

ENDS

Note: Separate trials of shared office facilities with Essex County Council,
review of cash handling and proposals for office facilities in Witham are due to
be reported later this year. All these will influence decisions about how
services are provided and where. The decision regarding Halstead is required
now and prompted by local costs and market opportunities.

For more information contact: Clir Michael Lager (01376) 513747
or Chris Trim (01376) 557752 Issued by: PR Section 9 January 2004
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