Would you like to receive Members’ Focus via E mail in
future? If so, please e mail me at linmo@braintree.gov.uk

November 2003

() ©

Awarded for INVESTOR FS 28516
excellence IN PEOPLE




MEMBERS’ FOCUS

Contents Page

Anti Racism Road Shows

Arts Development Update

Bramston Sports Centre - DDA works to Changing Rooms
Home Insulation

Housing Benefit Legislation Changes

Meet the Funders Day

News — Notley Bowl Transferred to Council

News — District Council Provide A Good Housing Service
News — Bulmer School Triumphs in Yellow woods Challenge
News — Sports Awards 2003 Results

News — Landlord Forum at Town Hall

News — Final link Notley Cycleway Open

News — Independent Team Offers Clues for Improvement
News — Council challenges Council on Education

News — Winning School receives £300

News — Council’s Goal to get Children Fitter

November Focus
May 2003



MEMBERS’ FOCUS
AREA: All Areas

CORPORATE THEME HEADING: Help People to Feel Safe and Well

SUBJECT: Anti Racism Road Shows CONTACT OFFICER: Patrick Ward
NACRO project co-ordinator,
Leisure Development

TEL/EMAIL No.: ext. 2323 BACKGROUND PAPERS: None
Patwa(@braintree.gov.uk

INFORMATION:
Anti Racism Road Shows
The Nacro Community Sports projects in Braintree and Chelmsford have worked to

together with the football foundation to run anti racism road shows. These took place on
Monday 27" October and Wednesday 29" October 2003.

Day 1, Monday 27", was held in Chelmsford. Young people attended from ages 10-18.
The young people involved are all part of various Nacro projects from Chelmsford and
Braintree.

Day 2, Wednesday 29", was at Braintree Leisure Centre.

The groups were split into 3 age brackets, 10-12, 13-15 and 16+, and took turns to take
part in football, cricket, Basketball and anti-racism tasks. Various partners assisted Nacro
in order to make this day possible, including Essex Football Association, Braintree Sport
Development Forum, Essex Cricket Clubs Indoor School, and Essex Youth Service.

As the aim of the event was to raise racial awareness and to promote anti-racism issues,
the workshop was a focal point for the event. This consisted of various sources of
information about people from various ethnic backgrounds and their role in sport. There
was a quiz regarding this information which the young people answered. A local DJ also
came along and brought his equipment with him. He allowed those involved to try out
mixing and rapping. As part of this they put together an anti-racism rap. Overall
attendance for the 2 days was 58 young people.
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CORPORATE THEME HEADING:

SUBJECT: Arts Development Update | CONTACT OFFICER: Alison Dando &
November 2003 Nicola Deller

TEL/EMAIL No.: 01376 340803 BACKGROUND PAPERS:

INFORMATION:

WITHAM & AREA PUPPET FESTIVAL DAY
Saturday 27" September 2003

The day was a tremendous success with many visitors to Witham especially for
the Puppet Festival Day. We had 9 Puppetry companies visiting Witham from all
parts of the UK.

The Creatures performed by Los Kaos attracted large crowds as they moved
around the Grove Shopping Centre. With a blend of static shows and walkabout
entertainment there was something for everyone. Traditional Punch & Judy and
traditional stories from The Puppet Workshop were performed throughout the day
at Newlands Shopping Centre. The Street Walkers and Professor Crump
entertained family groups as they walked around the Town Centre. Living
Daylights performed some static shows as a replacement to their anticipated
preview of The Sloth - a fully automated creature. Unfortunately there were
some unexpected technical problems which needed to be solved. The company
‘Stick With Us’ provided face painting and puppet workshops for children
throughout the day.

The day attracted good media coverage with several articles and photographs
that were featured in the local press.

ESSEX ON TOUR

This year we have 6 promoting groups in the district taking part in this Essex-
wide touring scheme which is funded by Braintree District Council, other
participating local authorities and Essex County Council to bring professional
touring performing arts companies to local community centres and village halls.
This season we have the following performances taking place in the district.

Rayne Village Hall

Sunday 18" January 2004

This has been re-scheduled due to a postponement because of ill-health.
Sheena Davis Group

This fabulous jazz quartet performs classic show tunes of the 30’s and 40’s
alongside pop songs from the 50’s to the 70’s. Sheena is ‘one of the best
vocalists the UK has produced’ (MusicWeb).

Public Enquiries: 01376 344412
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Communitx House, Belchamp St Paul

Saturday 8" November ~ 7.30pm

Beverley Davison’s Classical Cabaret

Virtuoso violinist Beverley Davison presents a unique and highly entertaining
evening. With a kaleidoscope of musical styles Classical Cabaret moves
effortlessly between consummate violin playing and zany humour with wonderful
unexpected vocalisations.

‘One of the country’s most outrageously gifted musicians’ - Sir Simon Rattle.
Tickets: £6, £5 school child

Public Enquiries: 01787 277483

The Institute, Kelvedon

Sunday 16™ November ~ 3.00pm & 4.30pm

The Dream Tree by Tam Tam Theatre

This company presents the story from the Bantu people of Africa about a tortoise
that dreams of a miraculous tree bearing all the fruits of the earth. With original
African music amazing visual effects and inventive puppetry, Tam Tam
transforms a simple story into an unforgettable experience for children and
families.

Tickets: £4, £3 concessions, £12 family (2 adult + 2 child)

Public Enquiries: 01787 277483

Toppesfield Village Hall

Saturday 24" January  7.30pm

The Old Rope String Band

This band is the cutting edge of music hall - a unique combination of brilliant folk
music and slapstick comedy. An incredible trio who can turn their hands to any
instrument and leave audiences helpless with laughter.

‘Once they were hilarious. These days they are devastating’ Glasgow Herald.
Tickets:

Public Enquiries: 01787 238045

Friday 30" January 8.00pm

Helions Bumpstead Village Hall

Pop Goes the Century by the Bakelite Boys

100 songs from 100 years in 100 minutes. A musical version of the Reduced
Shakespeare Company, the Bakelite Boys run the gamut of 20" century popular
music, entertaining their audiences to the end and leaving them anxious for
more.

Public Enquiries: 01440 730826

Sturmer Village Hall

Pop Goes the Century by the Bakelite Boys
Saturday 31% January 7.30pm

Public Enquiries: 01440 703087
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HAROLD SIMMS EXHIBITION
Tenants put Art and Craftwork on Show

On Saturday 11" October the Tenants at Harold Simms Sheltered Housing Unit,
Earls Colne proudly opened their doors to the public for an exhibition of art and
craftwork. The spectacular work, ranges from papermache and clay models to
fine art and tapestry, including a large model horse race game, complete with
race horses, riders, finishing post and dice. All the work is undertaken in the
fortnightly classes led by local Artist Gerry Spiller.

The classes are paid for jointly by the Tenants and Braintree District Council, Arts
Development.

The Tenants really enjoy the classes, which give a focus to their week.
Creating the works of art helps to maintain physical and mental dexterity
which is vital for their well-being.

The exhibition, which runs until 24th October, was attended by;

Councillor Keith Bigden, Chairman of Braintree District Council, Mr Alan Hurst
MP, Councillor Bernie Gaught, and families, friends and local residents - who
were all delighted by the range and quality of work on show.

‘Naked Talent’
ESSEX PLAYWIGHTS FESTIVAL Il

This is an Essex Arts Partnership project with other participating local authorities
in Essex and Essex County Council that aims to promote new writing.

Anyone living in Essex is eligible to write and submit a play to the festival for a
chance to win the first prize of £1,000 (donated by Lea Valley Park). There are
free workshops planned to take place across Essex to help and support writers.
Ten Playwrights will be selected in February 2004 to go through to the second
stage that involves individual masterclasses with a theatre professional to
provide feedback on their work. From the reworked scripts four plays will then be
short-listed and rehearsed with a professional director and cast. These four
plays will be rehearsed for a week for a staged reading at the Mercury Theatre in
front of judges and audience in May. The winning play will be announced on the
final evening of staged readings.
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News

Survey results
— District Council provide a good housing

service
Page 1 of 2

Results from an independent survey of council tenants carried out in July reveal that
the District Council is providing a good service, which is meeting the needs of the
majority of tenants. 88% of tenants surveyed are satisfied with their accommodation
and the area as a place to live. Further analysis shows that people living in
bungalows are the most positive about their home, whilst those in flats are the least
satisfied.

However, satisfaction rates have declined in some areas of the service such as
repairs and tenant involvement in decision making. The two most common reasons
for dissatisfaction in relation to repairs are not being told when the repair work will
start (28%) and the time it took to carry out the repair work (22%). The District
Council also needs to improve its efforts when involving its customers in the
management of their houses. The findings show that whilst the majority of tenants
are happy with their neighbourhood (88%) some have concerns about litter and
rubbish in the street (67%), parking (57%) and vandalism (54%)

Executive Councillor for Housing, Tony Shelton, commented

“The District’'s Housing Service is always looking to improve the services it provides
and having a full picture of the needs and expectations of all its customers helps us
to effectively target areas for improvement. | would like to congratulate the winners
of the prize draw and thank all those who returned the questionnaire, your views are
important to us.”

The aim of the survey was to discover the views of tenants about the quality of
service provided, give a broad picture of satisfaction levels in key areas and identify
areas where improvement is required. All returned questionnaires were entered into

a prize draw.
ENDS

For more information contact:
Mike Gosling, (01376) 551414 x 2115
Issued by: PR Section 17 October 2003
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Continued.....

News

Survey results
— District Council provide a good housing

service
Page 2 of 2

Background Information

All Councils managing their own housing are required by the Government to carry out
a satisfaction survey. Braintree District Council Housing Services commissioned
Kwest Research to carry out their satisfaction survey of tenants. Kwest sent
questionnaires to 2,250 households (out of a total of 8,500) together with an
introductory letter and a reply-paid envelope for returning completed survey forms.
To encourage participation, the Council offered a prize draw incentive to all those
taking part. On completion of the project, a total of 1,015 replies had been received,
representing a response rate of 45%.

The accuracy of data when using 1,015 replies to measure the views of 8,500
households as a single group is 2.31+%. To explain, an accuracy level of £2.3%
means that if 50% of respondents’ answer “yes” to a yes/no question, then we know
that between 47.7% and 52.3% of all households would give the same response,
including those who did not take part in the survey.

The results of the survey will be used to compare performance against other similar
authorities.

Issued by: PR Section 17 October 2003
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News

Bulmer school triumphs in Yellow Woods

challenge
Page 1 of 1

Pupils at St. Andrew's Primary School in Bulmer have won £200 to help improve their
school environment after collecting over one tonne of Yellow Pages for recycling. St.
Andrew's Primary School, Halstead came first, collecting nearly 2,500 old directories
— the equivalent of 9.8 per pupil, and Bocking Church Street Primary School,
Braintree came third, collecting 1.5 Yellow Pages per pupil and winning £100.

In total, seven schools and 1100 pupils across the Braintree District took on the
Yellow Woods Challenge, collecting nearly 3500 old Yellow Pages for recycling. All
the schools from the Braintree area Challenge will automatically be entered into the
Yellow Woods Challenge UK Finals where they will compete with up to 1,000 schools
across the UK to win one of three top prizes of £2,000.

Leader of the council, Councillor David Finch said, “This has been a very exciting
competition and we are delighted that teachers and pupils have shown such
enthusiasm during the Challenge. This school has diverted over a tonne of yellow
pages from landfill and if everyone were to show the same initiative it would make a
distinctly cleaner, greener District for us all. In addition the benefits to the taxpayer
would accumulate over time.”

Richard Duggleby, head of external relations with Yell, the publisher of Yellow
Pages, said “The response of schoolchildren is a very encouraging indication of
how seriously they take issues relating to the environment and its protection. I'd like
to thank the Council for organising the Yellow Woods Challenge in Braintree District
and also congratulate all the children, teachers and parents who worked so hard to
make the Challenge a success.”

The Yellow Woods Challenge, run by Yellow Pages, the Directory Recycling Scheme
and the Woodland Trust working together with Braintree District Council, offered local
schools cash prizes in return for recycling old directories. The Challenge aimed to
educate schoolchildren about the importance of recycling and conservation, reduce
the amount of paper going to landfill and to support the Woodland Trust. Itis a
simple, fun and educational competition that also aims to help the Woodland Trust,
the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. For every pound Yellow Pages has
awarded to schools, a pound will be donated to the Woodland Trust to help protect
native woodland.

ENDS
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For more information contact:

Clare Neely, Environmental Promotions Officer, 01376 551414 ext 2203
Adam Billiald at the Directory Recycling Scheme, on 028 8023 6806
Issued by: PR Section 23 October 2003

Note to Editors:

Yellow Woods Challenge

The Yellow Woods Challenge is an exciting new initiative from Yellow Pages, The Directory
Recycling Scheme and the Woodland Trust. The Challenge involves working with local
authorities and recycling organisations to encourage the recycling of Yellow Pages
directories, save landfill, educate children about the environment and help keep UK woodland
alive.

The Yellow Woods Challenge 2002/03 aims to involve up to 1000 schools in challenges
across the UK. Schools that collect the most Yellow Pages directories can win cash prizes
from a total prize fund of £36,000. For every pound given to schools in cash prizes, a pound
will be donated to the Woodland Trust. For further details, email:
yellow.woods@yellgroup.com or call 023 8023 6806.

Yellow Pages

Yellow Pages are published by Yell, a leading international directories business operating in
the classified advertising market through printed, online and telephone—based media. Yell’s
products in the UK also include the Business Pages directory, Yell.com, Yellow Pages 118 24
7 and in the US, Yellow Book and Yellowbook.com.

The Directory Recycling Scheme

The Directory Recycling Scheme, sponsored by Yellow Pages, works with local authorities to
encourage an increase in the number of Yellow Pages directories that UK households recycle.
It runs a freephone helpline (0800 671 444)* for the public to call to find out the nearest
recycling point for their old Yellow Pages. Internet users can find this information via
www.yellgroup.com * Lines open Monday — Friday from 8.30am — 5.30pm

The Woodland Trust

The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity. It has 250,000
members and supporters. The Trust has four key aims: a) No further loss of ancient
woodland; b) Restoring and improving the biodiversity of woods; ¢) Increasing new
native woodland; d) Increasing people’s awareness and enjoyment of woodland.
Established in 1972, the Woodland Trust now has over 1,100 sites in its care covering
approximately 19,000 hectares (47,000 acres). It offers free public access to nearly all of
its sites. Further news can be accessed via www.woodland-trust.org.uk

For media enquiries contact: Simon Hopkinson, Corporate Communications Officer on
01476 581112 or 07786 110003, email simonhopkinson@woodland-trust.org.uk or the
Woodland Trust Press Office on 01476 581121, e-mail media@woodland-trust.org.uk
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News

Sports Awards 2003 results

Page 1 of 1

Braintree Sports Development Forum Sport Awards 2003 were presented by the
Chairman of Braintree District Council Councillor Keith Bigden at Braintree Leisure
Centre. The awards celebrate and recognise the achievements during the past year
of sports athletes, coaches and volunteers across the Braintree District

There were over 20 nominations for 5 categories and the winners are:

e Sporting Young Achiever of the Year the Award - Josh Mepham (14yrs)
Sporting Senior Achiever of the Year the Award - Mark Osterritter
Coach of the Year the Award - David Rayner
Sports Volunteer of the Year - Janet Rayner
Outstanding Achievement the Award - Charlie Russell (12yrs)

Executive councillor for Leisure & Culture, Simon Walsh commented, “The
Sports Awards are a great way to say congratulations to those people nominated for
the effort and hard work they put in as an athlete, coach, or volunteer. It’s not just
about recognition for their achievements; these awards highlight the importance of
local sports and the support it offers. The sports awards gave the Braintree District

an opportunity to celebrate together and highlight their achievements”.

ENDS

For photographs and more information contact:
Taiwo Ajayi (01376) 551414 x 2311 or email Taiwo.Ajayi@braintree.gov.uk

Issued by: PR Section 22 October 2003
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News

Landlord Forum at the Town Hall Centre
Page 1 of 1

Landlords across the District are invited to the Town Hall Centre in Braintree on

Monday 3" November for the third Landlord Forum.

At the forum landlords will find information on the beneficial grants available and the
different rent schemes Braintree District Council can offer in partnership with housing
associations, particularly with regard to empty property. The forum starts at 11am

and includes a buffet lunch.

The event is open to private landlords across the Braintree District, anyone wishing
to attend should contact the Housing Department on 01376 557757 to reserve their

place.

Executive councillor for housing Tony Shelton commented,

“The forum is a useful opportunity for landlords to find out what assistance the
Council and partners can offer. By encouraging landlords to work more closely with
us we can then work together towards making more properties available to people

with housing needs.
ENDS

For more information contact:
Sarah May, Housing Services (01376) 557757

Issued by: PR Section 24 October 2003
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News

Final link Notley cycleway open
Page 1 of 1

At 10am on Tuesday 28" October, Chairman of Braintree District Council,
Councillor Keith Bigden cut the ribbon to open the London Road to Notley Road
cyclepath. The path, running from Tortoiseshell Way to Godlings Way, is the final
link in a 3km dedicated cycle connection to Great Notley. Joining the Chairman at
the Tortoiseshell Way end of the path were local ward councillor Martin Green and

Essex County Councillor and Braintree District Executive Councillor Simon Walsh.

Over the last year, work to create this high quality new facility has involved major
engineering works to construct two new bridges over the River Brain. The path
provides an attractive and safe car-free route for cyclists and pedestrians through this
tranquil section of John Ray Park, Marshalls Park and Hoppitmead Nature Reserve.
The cyclepath allows easier access to the town centre, rail-station and Flitch Way

Country Park from the south-west of the town.

£175,000 funding for the project was provided through Section 106 Planning

Agreements and £90,000 from Essex County Council.
ENDS

For more information contact:
Paul Coburn, Local Plans, (01376) 551414 x 2577

Photograph - left to right
869 01 - Councillors Martin Green, Simon Walsh and Chairman Keith Bigden
87002 - Cllr Martin Green, Chairman Keith Bigden and Cllr Simon Walsh

Issued by: PR Section 28 October 2003
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News

Independent team offers clues for

improvement

Page 1 of 1

An independent team has reviewed the Council’s strengths and weaknesses, to help
prepare for next February’s ‘comprehensive performance assessment’ (CPA) of
Braintree District Council. Their initial conclusions indicated that ‘Braintree is a well
run authority with notable strengths in leadership and partnership working at all
levels.” A detailed report will follow in December, identifying aspects of the Council’s

management which need honing.

The team commented specifically that the Council should build on its strengths and

should celebrate achievements more than it does.

Executive councillor Michael Lager commented: “The visit has forced a useful re-
think about what we do and what we can do better, as well as how we take in the
concerns of residents in the District. It's enormously valuable to get honest and
direct feedback from people who understand the business and know what they’re
looking for: it will help us to prepare for the main inspection in February. It all helps

to keep the Council on its toes.”

ENDS

The “peer challenge” team was: Richard Cummins, Chief Executive of Wycombe
District Council, Frank Davies, Leader of Spelthorne District Council and
Alasdair Robertson, IDeA Review Manager (Improvement and Development
Agency). Their visit was 21, 22, and 23" October and the next visit will be week
beginning 24™ February 2004.

For more information contact: Cllr Michael Lager (01376) 513747
Issued by: PR Section 5 November 2003
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News

Council challenges council on education
Page 1 of 1

The next two meetings of Braintree District Council’s scrutiny panel will challenge
Essex County Council to clarify the situation regarding the re-opening of Chapel Hill

School and the proposed transport charges to students at faith schools.

On 17" November, at Causeway House, the scrutiny panel will recommend to the
council’s Executive on 19th, a local response to the transport proposals. They could
call for a radical re-think, prior to a separate meeting at Essex County Council on 25"

November.

On 25™ November, at Causeway House, district and county Clir Roger Walters has
been asked to represent the education service and provide a response to calls for
information by the District Council. Local people need to know a firm date for the re-
opening of Chapel Hill school and local councillors are concerned that parents of
future pupils have not been allowed sufficient information. While most former pupils
have been accommodated at other schools, parents will need to plan for their

younger children’s education.

Chair of the scrutiny panel, Clir John Gyford commented: “Many local people
have been disappointed by the treatment of Chapel Hill school and by a sense of
frustration with the education authority’s lack of open-ness. The scrutiny panel is a
legally constituted body empowered to demand answers to many questions, which
have too often been evaded. Local people deserve open and honest discussion of

the issue.”
ENDS

For more information contact: Cllr John Gyford (01376) 513238
Issued by: PR Section 7 November 2003
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Photo Opportunity

Winning school receives £300

Page 1 of 1

At 11.15 am on Tuesday 18" November children from St. Andrew’s Primary
School Halstead will join Braintree District Council’s Environmental Promotions
Officer Clare Neely and Adam Billiald from The Directory Recycling Scheme at
Essex Reclamation, 7 Perry Road, Witham. The visit celebrates the school
winning £300 in Braintree’s Yellow Woods Challenge recycling competition. The
children will be able to see how all types of paper, including the Yellow Pages
directories they collected, are sorted and recycled during a tour of the Essex

Reclaimation facility.

Pupils at St. Andrew’s Halstead collected an average of 9.8 directories each and
overall the school collected nearly 2,500 copies of Yellow Pages for recycling. The
Yellow Woods Challenge, run by Yellow Pages, The Directory Recycling Scheme
and the Woodland Trust, is delighted to award £300 prize money to improve the

school’s environment.

In total, seven schools and 1,100 pupils across the Braintree District took on the
Yellow Woods Challenge, collecting 3,500 old Yellow Pages in just four weeks.

These will be recycled by Essex Reclamation in Witham.

Executive Councillor for the environment, Roger Walters, commented,
“Congratulations to St. Andrew’s school Halstead and thanks to all the participating
schools. Their enthusiasm for recycling sets a great example, we can all play our

part to make our District cleaner and greener by recycling as much as we can.”

The Yellow Woods Challenge is a simple, fun and educational competition that also
aims to help the Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.
For every pound Yellow Pages has awarded to schools, a pound will be donated to

the Woodland Trust to help protect native woodland.

ENDS

For more information contact:
Clare Neely, Environmental Promotions Officer, 07970 993656 or
Adam Billiald, The Directory Recycling Scheme, 028 8023 6806

Issued by: PR Section 14 November 2002
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News

Council’s goal to get children fitter
Page 1 of 1

Braintree District Council is working with schools to reverse the trend of sedentary
lifestyles for children by teaching them that keeping fit can be fun.

The Fit for Fun Scheme is a 5 week programme which encourages children to take
part in more physical activity outside of school. As well as learning about how the
body works and the different food groups, the children receive rewards for 20 minute
periods of activity outside of school such as walking the dog, rollerblading, playing
football, swimming etc. The more rewards the children receive over the 5 week
period, the bigger their prize at the end of the programme. Prizes include reduced
entry to swimming pools and leisure centres.

Executive councillor for leisure and culture, Simon Walsh said,

“This is an excellent scheme to educate children about healthy lifestyles at an early
age. Research shows that 70% of children taking part in this programme increase
their fitness levels, and take part in more physical activity during the programme.
Our job is to help them to maintain this level of activity at the end of the programme”.
Funding from The Childrens Fund allowed Braintree District Council to deliver the

programme free of charge to 10 primary schools.
ENDS

Photograph - shows Kelly Dyer and Mark Firman from Bramston
Sports Centre with children from Rivenhall Primary School.
List of schools taking part in the programme available on request

For more information contact:
Kryshia Fuller, Leisure Development Officer (01376) 551414 Ext. 2313
Kryshia.fuller@braintree.gov.uk

Issued by: PR Section 17 November 2003
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