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Schoolchildren planting 
traditional variety fruit trees in 
Bocking. Photo: Simon Perry  
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Welcome to the Spring 2008 edition of Partners’ New s!  
 
This newsletter provides a forum that lets people know about 
Essex Biodiversity Project activities and plans; highlights the 
biodiversity work of our partners and provides useful 
information about opportunities, meetings and events in Essex. 
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Hampton housing development, 
Peterborough, incorporating a working 
wetland. Photo: Chris Baines  

 

Green roof at Moorgate Centre, 
Sheffield. Photo: 
www.greenroofsconsultancy.com 
 

BIODIVERSITY FOR 
BUSINESS FORUM 2007 
The EBP Biodiversity for Business Forum and 
Annual Meeting took place in October 2007. 
The proceedings can be downloaded from our 
website (www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk). 
  
The forum was a notable success with 
inspiring presentations by award winning 
environmental writer and broadcaster 
Professor Chris Baines, Helen Jacobs of 
Essex & Suffolk Water, Andy Jefferson of 
BAA Stansted and John Newton of Ecology 
Consulting Ltd. Our aim was to raise 
awareness of the importance of biodiversity, 
to demonstrate the benefits of taking action 
and give pointers on how to take action. More 
than 70 people attended from 50 
organisations. The presenters made a strong 
case for incorporating biodiversity into all 
aspects of business and for achieving the 
Wildlife Trusts’ Biodiversity Benchmark 
Award.  
 
 

FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN 
‘Delivering biodiversity gains on the ground’ 
 

 
EBP has a Unique Selling Point in supporting not only a Coordinator, but also a 
Project Officer who is able to deliver practical projects. This ensures that EBP 
consistently makes a substantial contribution towards conserving biodiversity and 
meeting Essex Biodiversity Action Plan targets. In 2007, the EBP Steering Group 
recognised the need for a strategic plan to focus the Project’s work over the medium 
and longer term in order to most effectively use our resources.  
 
The Strategic Plan identifies the following major themes: 
A Biodiversity Action Plan review and monitoring 
B Small and landscape scale projects 
C Providing value for partners 
D  Development and Planning - influencing local gov ernment policy 
E Habitat/topics focus 2008-2010 - Farming, marine and coastal,  
 invasive species, urban ( the focus for 2011-2013 is to be decided). 

The full Strategic Plan can be downloaded from our website under Who are We? 
(www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk). 

Essex Biodiversity Project strives to: 
 
�  Work with partners to deliver biodiversity gains that meet action plan targets 
�  Ensure partners are proud to be part of an organisation that consistently 

delivers key projects on the ground 
�  Inspire the people of Essex to protect and enhance their environment 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
EBP’s annual report 2006-2007 was published in October 2007. The report gives an 
excellent overview of EBP’s work, together with that of our partners, describing how 
biodiversity targets are being met in Essex. The report describes practical projects, 
collaboration with local authorities, highlights from the Biodiversity Action Plan 
species and habitats work, and a financial summary. The report can be downloaded 
from our website under Who are We? (www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk). 
 

LOGO CLOTHING 
Essex Biodiversity Project logo clothing is available (fleece and polo shirt). Please 
contact Gen Broad (page 11) for prices and availability.    
 

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN (BAP) NEWS  
Essex Biodiversity Action Plan (1999) is under review and the first plans to be 
revised are the existing heathland, reedbed and ancient woodland plans and the new 
species-rich grassland and brownfield sites plans. The new BAP format identifies key 
sites in each district, and lists simple, practical actions which contribute to achieving 
the desired targets. These, in general, relate to maintaining the current extent of the 
habitat, achieving optimum biodiversity condition for the sites and creating new areas 
of the habitat.  
 
The plan leads are drafting new versions which we aim to launch by the end of April 
2008. The organisations involved in the review of these plans are EBP, RSPB, Essex 
County Council, Essex Wildlife Trust, Essex Field Club and Buglife. 
 
Four additional plans are underway – saltmarshes (Environment Agency), urban 
(Essex County Council), coastal grazing marsh (Natural England) and arable field 
margins (FWAG).  
 

PUBLICITY  
EBP staff have given presentations to various groups over the past few months 
including Maldon Rural Heritage Group, Bishop’s Stortford Natural History Society, 
Ellen Wilkinson School, Saffron Waldon EWT local group, Brentwood & Billericay 
EWT local group and Canvey Island Wildlife Group.  
 
If you would like us to give a presentation to your group about the work of EBP, 
conservation in Essex or wider conservation issues, please contact us (p. 13). 
  
We have continued to maintain a high media profile with interviews on BBC Radio 
Essex (Greening Galleywood project and Shoresearch) and an ITV interview 
following the first Shoresearch event. 
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PRACTICAL PROJECTS 
By Mark Iley, EBP Project Officer  
 
Heathland   
Fencing at Tiptree heath has been delayed as the Defra application had to be 
resubmitted under the new ‘Section 38’ legislation. The Open Spaces Society has 
not objected, but we await Defra’s decision (promised before the end of April 2008). 
Clearance of the fence line has been completed thanks to a massive effort by the 
Friends of Tiptree Heath and EWT reserves staff. Defra prefer ‘time limited’ fencing, 
for which consent has to be reapplied every 10 years. 
 
Seed of the three heather species collected from Tiptree heath was scattered at 
prepared patches on the cleared pipeline strip at Layer Breton heath by children of 
Birch Primary School. The children also enjoyed a walk around the heath. The area 
was cleared when a new pipeline was installed by Essex & Suffolk Water and, as 
requested, the contractor buried the topsoil and left the sand subsoil exposed 
providing a suitable substrate to receive heather seed. Seed was not introduced 
immediately because we wanted to see if there would be any natural regeneration 
from an existing seed bank but there was none. 
 
Reedbeds 
Within Roman River valley, the creation of Colchester Zoo’s native wetland wildlife 
area (designed by EBP), is well under underway with the groundworks already 
completed. A stream flowing through the zoo has been diverted to create a series of 
pools, reedbeds and a stream parallel to the Roman River itself. 
 
Old orchards 
Essex Old orchard volunteer survey has produced valuable results, particularly so 
now that Traditional Orchards have been included as a Priority habitat in the UK 
Biodiversity Action Plan. The survey results are now with East of England Apples 
and Orchards Project for collation and data entry. Essex used to have the greatest 
number of traditional orchards in the eastern region and also seems to have 
experienced the greatest loss.  
 
EBP has funded the creation of five school orchards using traditional Essex varieties 
and purchased traditional variety trees on behalf of the Big Garden project at 
Colchester Borough Council’s High Woods Country Park. Plans are underway to 
create a community orchard on parish land at Chappel using traditional Essex 
varieties. 
 
Species-rich grassland    
Work to safeguard the small, floristically interesting common at Bustead Green in 
Uttlesford District has been completed. This included hedging works, pond clearance 
and the purchase of grazing stock and equipment. Habitat management work has 
increased the area of the common and grazing of the site will be resumed by a local 
resident with support from neighbours. 
 
A Parish Greens & Grasslands Project has been developed in the North West of the 
county. This project will assist Parishes and owners of important grassland 
fragments to manage their land sympathetically and in a coordinated way. We will 
start surveying in May and will then provide specific management advice, as well as 
advising on the most suitable type of equipment and machinery to buy. 
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Woodland oxlips, Gt Bardfield 
Photo: Ray Tabor  
 

 
Large-scale projects 
Roman River, south of Colchester, is one of the county’s best preserved river 
valleys. EBP have worked with EWT staff to develop the Roman River Valley Project. 
The aim is to work with local experts and recorders who will be able to provide data 
in support of future HLS applications by landowners within the valley. The Ministry of 
Defence control large parts of the valley and have been very supportive of the 
project. 
 
Oxlip 
Bardfield Oxlip Project is now in its second season. Oxlips planted in October 2007 
have overwintered well and no losses are apparent. The mild wet spring has 
benefited the plants, but has also delayed the grass cutting. 1600 seeded pots are 
held at Writtle College and the germination has been very high again. These will be 
ready for planting out in October 2008. 
 
The grass in the meadows is proving very vigorous 
which can restrict oxlip growth. A new grass cutting 
contractor has been appointed with specialised 
equipment suited to the needs of the project. The 
meadows have been scarified and targeted 
herbicide spraying utilised.  
 
The group needs an enthusiastic volunteer to 
help with secretarial work – please contact Mark 
if you are interested (see Contact Us p. 13) 
 
There will be an open day on 28th April 2008. Interpretation boards and marker posts 
will be installed before then, and information leaflets available (details p.13).
 
 
 

PARTNERS NEWS ROUND-UP 
 

Cudmore Grove Country Park, Mersea Island  
By Dougal Urquhart, Senior Ranger 
The Green Flag was awarded to the country park for 2007-08 for the first time, 
demonstrating that the site has been judged to have reached the national quality 
standard for parks and open spaces. One of the criteria is conservation and heritage 
and sites need to pay particular attention to conservation and appropriate 
management for biodiversity. 
 
Mark Iley (EBP) and Alan Shearing (Essex Wildlife Trust) organised the planting in 
early March with a team from Carillion. 1400 wild flower plugs were planted in an 
area of grassland to help enhance the local flora. The future management of this 
area will require mowing each autumn and the removal of cuttings.  
 
In the long grassland nearby, 200 Sea hog’s fennel were planted during the winter by 
Duke of Edinburgh students, adding to the 200 plants dug in early 2007. A check on 
the success of those plants at the end of last summer revealed an encouraging 95% 
had survived.  
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Adder, Cudmore Grove Country 
Park. Photo: Dougal Urquhart  
 

Essex & Suffolk Water staff with otter raft.  
Photo: ES&W  
 

Two more beetle pyramids were installed at the park by youngsters from Freshstart 
based at Mersea Outdoors. A mink raft has been used to check for presence on our 
grazing fields and luckily has not revealed any mink. The area continues to hold a 
good population of water voles. 
 
Cattle were taken off the grazing fields last autumn as usual and good numbers of 
wildfowl and waders returned for the winter with 1000 Brent geese and 700 Wigeon 
being the main peak counts. The fields looked very flooded by the end of March and 
up to four pairs of lapwing were already displaying. 
 
The annual SnakeWatch walk on a cloudy and cold 
last Sunday in March attracted 18 enthusiasts. All 
managed to see to see at least one adder during the 
walk although two more adders were seen by those 
members who stayed later when the day warmed up. 
Adder numbers appear slightly down this spring with 
only nine seen around the park.  

 
The regular sparrowhawk nest was 
relaid onto a new platform and secured against the 
pine tree after strong winds blew the old pile of 
twigs down in late February.  
 
 

Essex & Suffolk Water – Otters and water voles  
By Helen Jacobs, Senior conservation advisor 
Essex & Suffolk Water staff have been enthusiastically getting involved with the 
conservation of Otters and Water Voles.  
 
Led by Darren Tansley, Water for wildlife officer, a team of our Project Managers put 
their considerable skills to good use this winter building a fleet of survey rafts.  We 
then chose an uncharacteristically sunny day in March to learn more from Darren 
about the protection of Otters and Water Voles and to place the survey rafts around 
our Hanningfield reservoir.   

 
The day ended on an unexpectedly 
good note when an otter spraint was 
found at one of the survey points - the 
most southerly positive sign in the 
county!  
 
Members of Essex & Suffolk Water 
staff, in partnership with Essex Wildlife 
Trust staff, will now check the rafts 
regularly to see what other records 
can be found. 
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Veteran oak in the Deer Sanctuary, Theydon  
Bois; more than 450 years old with a girth of  
6.6 m.  Photo: EFDC 

Veteran oak at Harold’s Park Farm,  
Epping Forest. Photo: EFDC  

Veteran Tree Hunt of Epping Forest District   
By Abigail Oldham 
Following the successful completion of 
the 50 Favourite Trees project, the 
focus has now turned to recording all 
the district’s veteran trees.  In 
November 2007 we were awarded a 
grant from Green Arc specifically for 
the Veteran Tree Hunt.  This enabled 
us to undertake a whole range of extra 
projects including full-time surveying; 
schools outreach work and a book. 
 

The grant allowed EFDC to take on a 
full-time surveyor to record veteran 
trees for three months between 
January and March 2008.  Six parishes were chosen for systematic surveying: 
Theydon Bois, Roydon, Stapleford Abbotts, Epping Upland, North Weald and 
Lambourne.  This was achieved with the help of volunteer tree wardens and two 
part-time surveyors.  So far we have recorded 1044 veteran trees with another 282 
regarded as notable.  For the district as a whole the number is over 2000.   
 
An ancient landscape is emerging, with more veteran trees than we expected being 
found.  For example, Lambourne alone has 313 veteran trees (not including Hainault 
Forest) with 265 of them being worked pollards.  The largest tree found so far 
(outside of Epping Forest) is in the Deer Sanctuary  at Theydon Bois.  This oak 
measures 6.6m in girth, has a height of 20m, and is  over 450 years old.   Access 
is restricted but it can be seen from the public footpath that runs adjacent to the 
sanctuary.  Alternatively you can go on a virtual tour of this tree by clicking the video 
link on the website. 
 
A wider aim has been to increase general 
awareness of the importance of veteran 
trees.  School visits have taken place with 
art and photography projects involving 
nearly 300 pupils in 4 primary schools.  
Some audio-visual material showing these 
projects will be available on the website in 
due course.  Public tree hunting days 
have also taken place.  One such event 
was on Harold’s Park Farm on the 
Nazeing/Waltham Abbey border, where 
80 oak pollards were recorded.   
 
The database set up for the favourite 
trees project is proving ideal for storing all the veteran tree data and their 
accompanying photographs.  Once the data is collected, it is possible to map the 
veteran trees as a layer onto aerial photographs within Proprinter software.  This 
allows us a clear visual interpretation of where the trees are and the ability to 
compare with historic maps: to see where field boundaries have changed, where 
parish boundaries have moved and in some cases, we can clearly see the remnants 
of ancient hunting forests.  It also provides an aid to Development staff in Planning. 
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Finally, look out for a book of the 
whole project which will soon be 
available highlighting the 50 favourite 
trees and our hunt for all our veteran 
trees. 

Click on the link to visit the pictorial 
database, www.favouritetrees.com, 
Countrycare Office (01992) 788 203. 

 
 

Otter report for Essex  2007 
By Darren Tansley, Water for Wildlife Officer 
RIVERSEARCH was launched in 2007 to provide 
volunteer surveyors throughout Essex with training 
sessions concentrating on field signs and species 
ecology. To increase the number of otter surveyors, 
training sessions are run at Dedham on the River 
Stour each spring. Potential surveyors are trained to 
identify spraints and footprints and to differentiate 
between otter, mink, fox and other field signs. 
 
RIVERSEARCH aims to survey 252 points along 26 
rivers/catchments covering Essex and adjacent parts 
of neighbouring counties Suffolk, London, 
Hertfordshire, and Cambridgeshire. These points 
cover 26 districts and boroughs - 13 in Essex, 8 in 
London, 2 in Suffolk, 2 in Hertfordshire and 1 in 
Cambridgeshire. 
 
In spite of very high water levels early in 2007 which caused surveying difficulties, 
the number of positive sites was higher than in previous years. The main area that 
remains devoid of otter activity is the eastern coastal margin stretching from 
Tendring in the north, to Dengie and the Thames marshes in the south. These are 
areas that are facing mink encroachment at present so the habitat may also be 
suitable for otter. Eels are a favoured food of otters in East Anglia and they are 
present in many of the marsh ditch and stream systems. It may only be a matter of 
time before otters colonise these areas. 
 
To download the 2007 Otter survey report, go to our website 
www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk). 
 

Biological Records in Essex 
By Stefanie Buell, Essex Wildlife Trust Records Off icer  
Essex Wildlife Trust (EWT) has seconded two days of my time  
to work on the development of Biological Records In Essex 
(BRIE). This work time is enabling BRIE to be progressed in 
several areas: 

·  the business plan is in preparation;  
·  funding streams are being sought;  
·  the BRIE website is being updated; 
·  the BRIE Pilot Project is in development. 

 
EWT, on behalf of the BRIE Steering Group, has submitted a Project Planning Grant 
application to HLF. The grant will be used to explore methods of engaging a wide 
range of individuals and groups of people as well as improving accessibility to 
records and biological recording information.  
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Essex Wildlife Trust’s Living Landscapes map  

 
Public access to wildlife data is currently being tested live on the BRIE website, 
courtesy of Essex Field Club. Please visit the website at www.brienet.org.uk and try 
it out; feedback on ease of use and any useful additional functions will be gratefully 
received (stefanieb@essexwt.org.uk). 
 
 

Essex Wildlife Trust news  
By Andy May, Essex Wildlife Trust Conservation Mana ger  

 

 
Essex Living Landscapes Maps  
Land is used for varied reasons and the demand for land for biodiversity is only a 
small but important and integral part of the whole and complex demand. The rate at 
which species have declined over the years has increased dramatically with many 
species facing extinction within our life-times. Furthermore, biological communities 
have been destroyed through inappropriate management, habitat destruction, 
development and pollution. These have all contributed to a reduced wildlife resource, 
particularly in a county like Essex.  
 
To combat this growing problem Essex Wildlife Trust has developed a series of 
maps which establish our vision of the important wildlife areas in the county. The 
need for a landscape scale approach to conserve and restore wildlife has been the 
driving force behind the creation of the maps. It has long been recognised that nature 
reserves support wildlife as well as having far more reaching benefits. This includes 
medical, research, educational, aesthetic, ethical and moral values. The aim is to 
draw attention to these ‘Living Landscapes’  to ensure their protection and to focus 
future efforts on rebuilding biodiversity in these areas in such a way that nature 
conservation, farming, recreation, 
and rural enterprise can all co-exist.  
 
Essex Wildlife Trust Living 
Landscape vision is ‘to establish 
large areas for wildlife, integrating 
social and economic benefits for 
people. ’ Living Landscapes  are 
ecologically functioning landscapes 
(such as river catchments) that can 
adapt to climate change; providing 
resilience and connectivity for 
wildlife, access and enjoyment for 
people and a sustainable, low 
carbon contribution to the economy. 
 
Tiptree Heath extension 
18 hectares (42 acres) of land adjacent to Tiptree Heath recently came up for sale. 
The geological maps indicate glacial sands and gravels underlying Tiptree Heath 
and extending across these adjacent land parcels.  It provides an ideal and unique 
opportunity to expand the heath area within Essex and create a rare habitat of 
national importance.  The aim is to create an area of lowland heathland or acid 
grassland.  In addition, the site will support the conservation value of Tiptree Heath 
by providing a buffer area and an area to support grazing animals, essential for 
good management.  The site fits within a great many Strategic Plans including the 
UK and Essex Living Landscapes, Biodiversity Action Plan targets and Regional  
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Shoresearch, West Mersea, Nov 
2007. Photo: Martin Pugh 

and Natural England priorities. The Trust will be launching an appeal to acquire this 
superb site. 
 
Roding Valley/Epping  
The Trust has received confirmation from Green Arc that it will support a feasibility 
study to improve the biodiversity value of the Roding Valley and Epping grasslands. 
The study will look at the sustainability of the management of these sites, how to 
improve linkages between the sites and how to ensure the grasslands continue to 
support the special plants and insects for future generations to enjoy.  

 
Shoresearch project 
By Shelley Hodge, Essex Wildlife Trust 
Shoresearch was set up in 2007 with the aim of training members of the public to 
assist in surveying our coastline and to build a comprehensive, much needed, picture 
of the marine life present on our shores. This essential information will enable us to 
asses and monitor the state of Essex shore life, identify where changes are occurring 
and identify those sites most in need of protection. Effective action can then be 
taken. 
 
The first event, held on a sunny day in November, 
was successful in raising interest in the project 
and building a core of volunteers. A marine life 
identification course held in March led by Paul 
Biggin of the Marine Conservation Society was 
extremely popular. A similar course will be held in 
June.  A series of further events is scheduled 
throughout the year. 
 
If you are interested in learning about the 
fascinating plants and animals of our seas and 
would like to make a valuable contribution to 
coastal conservation, please contact me:  
Michelle (Shelley) Hodge, tel:�����������	�
���
��� ������������������������ ��
��������������� ���!����� ���������!��"�������#������� ����$�%"���������"�����$����%����
��

Greening Galleywood 
By Gen Broad, EBP Coordinator 
This exciting community-based project is now in its final year. Greening Galleywood 
was set up as a partnership between Galleywood Parish Council and Essex 
Biodiversity, funded by a Local Heritage Initiative grant. The aim is to enhance a 
number of key sites through practical conservation management and habitat 
creation, to record the plants and animals in the parish and to help people discover 
more about the wildlife in their area. 
 
A great deal of practical work has been achieved over the winter including: 

·  Twitten Green – wildflowers have been planted to benefit bees, butterflies 
and other insects. 

·  St Michael’s churchyard – a laurel hedge has been cut back to make way for 
planting a new hedge using native species next autumn. 

·  Parklands Farm – hedgerow gaps have been planted up and part of the wood 
has been coppiced to help maintain the old coppice stools, allow new trees to 
grow and wildflowers to flourish on the woodland floor. 
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Tree planting at Weald Country Park  
Photo: ECC 

In addition, several workshops have taken place such as hedge planting and 
mapping, grassland management and bat and small mammal surveying. Regular 
monitoring of Galleywood birds has recorded 70 species, including stone chat and 
great crested grebe.  
 
If you would like to join in with planting a community orchard, learn how to identify 
wildflowers or volunteer with practical conservation tasks, contact Robert Villa, email 
r.villa@btinternet.com, tel: 01245 258559 or the Parish office 
www.essexinfo.net/galleywoodparishcouncil/. Future events are listed on p. 13. 
 

 
Tree and hedge planting at Weald Country Park 
By Geoff Belson, Senior Ranger 
A ‘Plant a Family Tree’ day was held at Weald Country Park in November 2007 and 
was well attended by over 100 people. A new woodland was planted including ash, 
oak and hornbeam, giving people the chance to Improve their local environment and 
to learn about trees. The Tree Council provided a grant to fund the project. 
 
In February a new wildlife hedge was planted 
at the Country Park by local residents. The 
hedge includes a mixture of wildlife friendly 
plants including Dogwood, Hazel, Field 
maple, Buckthorn, Hawthorn, Guelder rose 
and Alder buckthorn. 
 
We will survey the hedge for wildlife species 
and make the information available to the 
public. The survey will reveal which species 
have been attracted by this new native 
species hedge. 
 
 

Opportunities and Grants 
Aquatic Fauna ID and Survey techniques workshop.  6 June – 4 July. Cost: £250 
whole course, sessions can be booked individually at £55.00 per session (fish and 
amphibians, water voles, otters, wetland birds, freshwater pollution monitoring). 
Contact  Sheffield Wildlife Trust Tel: 0114 2634335,  email 
training@wildsheffield.com 
 
Practical conservation skills and vegetation manage ment workshop . Nov/Dec 
2008.  Cost: £320 whole course, sessions can be booked individually at £55.00 per 
session (Tool maintenance and health, hedge laying (2 days), hedge planting, tree 
planting, practical woodland management). Contact Sheffield Wildlife Trust, as 
above. 
 
Local food programme  – a £50 million programme to deliver grants to food-related 
projects to help make locally grown food accessible and affordable to local 
communities. Spring 2008 to March 2015. Programme managed by the Wildlife 
Trusts on behalf of a consortium of organisations. 
www.farmgarden.org.uk/ari/documents/LocalFood_ProgrammeOutline.pdf 
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River Restoration Centre  at Cranfield University has a new website. This is a 
national information and advisory centre for all aspects of river restoration and 
enhancement, and sustainable river management. www.therrc.co.uk/ 
 
Grazing Animals Project (GAP) trip to Poland  June 8-13 2008. The trip will visit 
landscape scale conservation areas and hope to see Elk (Moose), Bison, Wild Boar, 
numerous species of birds, amphibians and reptiles, very extensive forest and 
marshland and species rich grassland. For further information email: 
enquiries@grazinganimalsproject.org.uk. 
 
Volunteer opportunities in south Essex! The Thames Gateway Greengrid 
Taskforce (part of the Groundwork Trust) is a voluntary conservation group. Typical 
tasks include scrub clearance, coppicing, tree planting and gardening. For further 
information contact Jackie Humberstone Tel: 01268 752368, email: 
Jackie.humberstone@groundwork.org.uk. 
 
 

Meeting and Events 
�  1st – 13th April 10 am–4 pm, Wat Tyler Country Park Visitor Centre.  ‘What do 

tigers, rainforest and the RSPB have in common?’ A 2-week long event to 
celebrate and raise awareness of the RSPB’s involvement in saving an area of 
tropical rainforest in Southeast Asia. 

�  12th  April 10 am–4 pm. ‘Join the Green Scene!’   Westcliff-on-Sea library .      
A free green information day; you can meet people from a range of wildlife,  
environmental and gardening groups that aim to inspire and encourage local 
residents to get involved. Gardening, green volunteering opportunities, booksale 
bargains, plants for sale, composting and recycling information. Further 
information: call 01702 341961, visit www.southend.gov.uk/library. 

�  13th April. Shoresearch . Classroom training followed by survey (numbers 
limited)��� Contact Shelley for further details�tel: 07518 845365, email 
michelleh@essexwt.org.uk 

�  19th April (10am-4pm). Earth Day 2008, Southend-on-Sea . Morning - 
workshops on the work of Essex Wildlife Trust, the importance of green open 
spaces for physical and mental health, growing your own food and how to use 
Village Green legislation to protect areas of the natural environment. Afternoon – 
dancing, singing, drama and drumming. Further information: call 01268 752264 

�  27th April Spring Flower Identification, Greening Galleywood  12.30-4.30pm. 
Event led by Adrian Knowles, Essex Ecology Services. Meet at The Common 
main car park. Bring wildflower book and hand lens. Contact: Robert Villa tel: 
01245 258559, email: r.villa@btinternet.com. 

�  27th April Shoresearch, Canvey Island. A joint survey event with Kent Wildlife 
Trust. Contact Shelley for further details�tel:�����������	�
���
���
������������������������ ��&��������"�����$����%����%��� ���!�����
' ���������!��"�������#������� (�  

�  28th April. Great Bardfield Oxlip project Open day . 10am at Piper’s Meadow 
(by the river). 

�  11th May Shoresearch, Marconi Sailing Club , Southminster .�Contact Shelley 
for further details�tel:�����������	�
���
��� ������������������������ ��&��������"����
�$����%����%��� ���!�����' ���������!��"�������#������� (�  
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�  5th June (7.30pm) Go-4-Green World Environment Day. Essex Wildlife Tr ust.  
Further information go to website: www.essexwt.org.uk/main/ 

�   7 June National Moth Night . No events currently organised for Essex, but see 
the link for events in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk. 
http://www.nationalmothnight.info/ 

�  8 June Bird walk in Galleywood  near Chelmsford (4 pm-7pm). Meet at The 
Common in the main car park. Event led by Tony Rouy. Contact: Robert Villa tel: 
01245 258559, email: r.villa@btinternet.com 

�  Essex Wildlife Trust events  – For details click on the website link 
www.essexwt.org.uk/main/  

�  RSPB events . For details, click on the website link www.rspb.org.uk/events/ 

 

 
Contact Us: 
 
Steve Plumb  (Chair)  
Tel: 01621 744710 
Email: steve101plumb@btinternet.com 
 
Genevieve Broad  (Coordinator) 
Tel: 01621 862981 
email: genevieveb@essexwt.org.uk 
 
Mark Iley  (Project Officer)  
Tel: 01621 862975   
Email: marki@essexwt.org.uk  
 
Essex Biodiversity Project, Joan Elliot Visitor Centre, Abbotts Hall Farm, Great Wigborough, 
Colchester, Essex, CO5 7RZ. Website: www.essexbiodiversity.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


