
 
 

GROWTH AREA FUNDING – GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
 
Portfolio Area: Enterprise and Culture 
Report Presented by: Cllr. Nigel Harley 
 
Background Papers: Correspondence from CLG  
Corporate Implications: Please refer to table at end of report 
Options: As set out in report 

 
 
 

Risks: It is a requirement of growth area funding that appropriate 
governance arrangements are in place.  Failure to do so may put 
funding and projects at risk. 
 

 
Executive Summary 
 
The allocations of growth area funding for have now been confirmed with Braintree District 
receiving   £4,037,633.95 capital and £231,876.45 revenue in total for the period 2008-11.  
Priorities for 2008/9 were agreed by the Braintree Growth Fund Board in October 2008.  There 
is now a need to determine how the growth area fund will be governed so that priorities for 
2009/11 can be agreed.  As the Local Development Framework Panel is already responsible 
for determining the growth strategy for the District it is suggested that they be given the 
responsibility for growth area funding. 
 
 
 
Decision  
 
 
To extend the responsibilities of the Local Development Framework Panel to include growth 
area funding. 
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GROWTH AREA FUNDING – GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
 
1.  Now that the final allocations of growth area funding have been confirmed there is a need to 
determine the future governance arrangements and to establish a process for agreeing 
priorities for expenditure.  In confirming the allocations for 2010/11 the Government announced 
that the overall levels of funding for that year were being reduced by about 43%.  For Braintree 
this has reduced the level of growth area funding available by some £638,000 (a copy of the 
letter from John Healey is attached to this report). 
 
2.  The confirmed funding available to the Council is as follows: 
 

Year 2008/9 
 

Capital  - £1,741,621 
Revenue - £101,156 

 
Year 2009/10 

 
Capital  - £1,463,510.30 
Revenue - £63,481.95 

 
Year 2010/11 

 
Capital – £832,502.65 
Revenue - £67,238.50 

 
Totals 

 
Capital – £4,037,633.95 
Revenue  - £231,876.45 

 
3.  The original governance arrangements for the Growth Area fund were agreed at Cabinet on 
31st March 2008.  Amongst other things these included a Braintree Programme Board to 
oversee the Braintree element of the funding. 
 
4.  The Braintree Board met on 2nd October 2008 but arrangements for further meetings were 
put on hold pending the establishment of the four Programme Boards. 
The terms of reference of the Growth Area Board were to: 
 

i.  To liaise with Chelmsford Borough Council on strategic issues related to Growth Area 
Funding including the preparation of the joint Programme of Development 
ii  To determine priorities for expenditure of the Braintree element of the Growth Area 
Funding in accordance with the overall Programme of Development and Government 
guidance 
iii To oversee the delivery of projects supported by Growth Area Funding 
iv  To monitor the outcomes of Growth Area Funding including housing and employment 
growth 
v  To liaise with other agencies and stakeholders involved in the delivery of housing and 
employment growth and supporting infrastructure. 
 

It was also envisaged that the membership of the Board would be extended to include other 
organisations involved in the delivery of growth together with representation from the local 
community and businesses. 
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5.  The scope of this work goes beyond the remit of the four Programme Boards and it is 
therefore necessary to determine how the growth area funding is to be governed.   
 
6.  At the meeting of the Braintree Board on 2nd October 2008 priorities for the expenditure of 
the 2008/9 funding taking into account the proposals set out in the submitted Programme of 
Development were agreed as follows: 
 
Capital Expenditure 
 
Delivering employment growth  - purchase of employment land and provision of infrastructure, 
Braintree 
 
Delivering housing growth – purchase of land 
 
Infrastructure to support housing and employment growth: 
 
Freeport Braintree – Foot/Cycle Bridge 
Witham Station  - Footbridge extension 
John Ray Park, Braintree  - Greenspace Improvements 
 
Town Centre Regeneration Purchase of Land 
 
Revenue Expenditure  
 
Water Cycle Study 
Revised Development Brief for land east of High Street Halstead 
Braintree Rail Study 
 
7.  No firm decisions were taken on the priorities for 2009/11 in advance of the funding 
allocations being confirmed.  It was acknowledged that flexibility in the sum allocated for land 
purchase would be required due to the nature of land purchase negotiations.  In the event due 
to the current economic conditions it has been difficult to progress land acquisition.  It was also 
recognised that the expenditure of specific sums of money would be subject to the normal 
approval process.  The position on a number of schemes has changed since the priorities were 
agreed and there is an opportunity to consider other options. 
 
8.  The options for future governance would appear to be: 
 

i) Reconvene the Braintree Growth Area Funding Programme Board as originally 
envisaged 

ii) Extend the remit of an existing decision making group, for example, the LDF 
Panel to include responsibility for Growth Area Funding. 

 
 
9.  In view of the fact that the Local Development Framework Panel is already responsible for 
determining the growth strategy for the District it is suggested that their responsibilities should 
be extended to include growth area funding.  This will include agreeing priorities for 
expenditure.  The expenditure of specific sums of money will also be subject to the normal 
approval process.  Any built projects funded through growth area funding will be reported to the 
appropriate Programme Board. 
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Corporate Implications 
 
Financial: This is additional funding available to the Council and will not 

impact on existing budgets 
Legal: None 

 
Equalities & Diversity: None 

 
Customer Impact: Projects funded by GAF will be of benefit to people living and 

working in the District and to local businesses 
Environment & Climate 
Change: 

This will need to be assessed for individual projects supported by 
GAF 

Consultation/Community 
Engagement: 

Local Committees  Partners  

 Public  Staff  
Key Decision: Yes 
Public/Private Report: Public 
 
Officer Contact: Paul Munson 
Designation: Head of District Development  
Ext No: 2560 
Email: paul.munson@braintree.gov.uk 
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