
  
 

TO CONSIDER AN APPLICATION FOR WORKS TO A TREE PROTECTED BY A TREE 
PRESERVATION ORDER AT HOWBRIDGE HALL ROAD, WITHAM 

Agenda Item 6
 
Portfolio Area: Enterprise & Culture 
Report Presented by: Abi St.Aubyn, Senior Tree and Landscape Officer 
 
Background Papers: Tree Preservation Order 21/01 – T16 

Tree Preservation Order Application 
Letter of 10th December from Witham Town Council objecting to 
the application 
 

Corporate Implications: n/a 
 

Options: 1) To approve a restricted amount of work to the Oak tree 
protected by a tree preservation order. 
2) To refuse the application for works to the tree. 
 

Risks: Compensation rights could arise if the Council refuses an 
application for tree work and the tree or a part of it then fails. 
 

 
 
Executive Summary 
 
On the 27th November 2009 agents on behalf of the owners of an Oak tree growing on land 
adjacent to the Howbridge Hall Road, Witham applied for permission to crown lift and reduce 
the spread of the oak tree for routine maintenance. 
 
Witham Town Council objected to this application by way of a letter on 10th December, on the 
grounds of insufficient information regarding the extent of the proposed reduction to the tree. 
A Council tree officer inspected the tree and found two areas of decay along the trunk and 
evidence of the crown thinning.  Given the condition of the tree and the location near to the 
road and open space, the recommendation from the tree officer is to consent to a specific 
amount of works to the tree to reduce the risk of tree failure. 
 
 
 
Officer Recommendation  
 

1. To give consent for the following works to the tree: 20% crown reduction, remove 
deadwood from the crown, provide 1.5m clearance from the overhead wires and crown 
lift over the open space to achieve a 2.5m clearance from ground level. 

 
 
Background 
See background papers 
 
Comments 
n/a 
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Corporate Implications 
 
Financial: None 

 
Legal:  Compensation rights could arise if the Council refuses an 

application for tree work consent and the tree or a part of it then 
fails. 
 

Equalities & Diversity: None 
 

Customer Impact: None 
Environment & Climate 
Change: 

None 

Consultation/Community 
Engagement: 

Local Committees  Partners  

 Public  Staff  
Key Decision: No 
Public/Private Report: Public 
 
Officer Contact: Abi St.Aubyn 
Designation: Senior Tree and Landscape Officer 
Ext No: 2315 
Email: abist@braintree.gov.uk 
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