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Key Contextual Characteristics of Braintree District

Braintree is a largely rural district and is the second largest in Essex, covering 612 square kilometres.
Just over half of the population live in the three main towns of Braintree, Halstead and Witham.

The following statistics demonstrate that Braintree District is an area with recent high population
growth and although unemployment had previously been below the regional and national rate for a
number of years, in this monitoring period it has exceeded the regional rate, whilst remaining just
below the national rate. Earnings are slightly above the national average and there is a low level of
crime and deprivation at the District level. There are however, certain pockets of greater deprivation
in particular reference to education, skills and training, and access to housing and services.

House prices are high and are above the national average. The condition of the housing stock in the
District is good.

The proportion of the workforce employed in manufacturing and construction is above the national
average.The proportion employed in finance, IT and other business is below the regional and national
average. There is significant out-commuting of Braintree District residents to work in other areas.
Policies are being developed within the draft Core Strategy document with the aim of reducing growth
in out-commuting and broadening the opportunities for a range of businesses across the economy.

There are transport accessibility problems; particularly relating to heavy traffic on the A120 between
Braintree and Marks Tey; there are dispersed rural settlements in the District, where public transport
is difficult to provide; and, capacity improvements are needed on the Witham to Braintree railway
branch line, in order to increase the frequency of the service.
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Population in Braintree District

Figure 1 All People (Count, Persons, April 2001)

Source: Census 2001
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Count, Density, and Change

People

132,179Total number of people (2001) Braintree District

65060Males

67119Females

27664Aged 0 - 15

94826Aged 16 - 24

9689Aged 75 and over

Table 1 Population Count 2001

Source: Census 2001

EnglandEast of EnglandBraintree DistrictPopulation Density

380284220People per sq km

Table 2 Population Density

Source: ONS, 2002

Regional Rank/48Eng & Wal Rank / 376Braintree

73312700Change since 1991

322602.2Density (Number of people per
hectare)

Table 3 Population Change 1991 to 2001

Source: Census 2001
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Figure 2 Mid Year Resident Population Estimates

Source: Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2008

2005 to 2006 had the greatest year on year population increase for the Braintree District since 2001.
The mid year estimate for 2008 shows that the population of the district continued to rise; though the
rate of increase has slowed since 2006.

Annual Population IncreaseYear

12002001-2002

12002002-2003

13002003-2004

16002004-2005

19002005-2006

12002006-2007

12002007-2008

Table 4 Year-on-Year Population Increase for Braintree District
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Health and Life Expectancy

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

(all people)

2727820437Limiting long-term illness

303029278General health 'not good'

3328412396People providing unpaid care

272762189Providing unpaid care 50 or more hrs/wk

Table 5 Health

Source: Census 2001

EnglandEast of EnglandBraintree DistrictLife Expectancy

79.7380.6580.6All*

77.6578.7078.6Males

81.8182.6082.6Females

Table 6 Life Expectancy at Birth

* Average
Source: ONS, 2008
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Ethnicity and Religion

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Place of birth (all people)

13147126944Born in UK

342022076Born elsewhere in EU (inc Rep Ireland)

362363159Born outside EU

Table 7 Place of Birth

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Ethnic Group (all people)

14156129797White

Mixed White
and Asian

(308)

Largest minority ethnic group(s)

Table 8 Ethnic Group

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Religion (all people)

2823298116Christian

38245198Buddhist

31196245Hindu

31132197Jewish

29224409Muslim

3627649Sikh

32188334Other

167822453No religion

2415310178Religion not stated

Table 9 Religion

Source: Census 2001
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People, Places and Families

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree DistrictMarital status
(all people aged 16 and over)

2723426415Single people (never married)

2112158737Married or re-married people

1615211234Separated or divorced

262718129Widowed

Table 10 Marital Status

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree DistrictComposition (all households)

3429114443One person households

137123368Married couple households

10505153Cohabiting couple households

19
25

211
275

2856
1407

Lone parent households:
with dependent children
with non-dependent children only

193427103All other households

Table 11 Household Composition

Source: Census 2001
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Housing

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

(all households)

1414154332Number of households with residents

322602.2Number of people per hectare

201032.41Average household size

252561417Vacant household spaces

2820139363Owner-occupied

--10384Social rented

--4585Privately rented or living rent free

272822371Without central heating

884271Without bath/shower & toilet

302322201Overcrowding indicator

Table 12 Housing

Source: Census 2001
- data not available

These pages printed from National Statistics Website.
Crown Copyright applies unless otherwise stated.
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Economy

Employment, Labour Supply, and Unemployment

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wales
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Status (all people aged 16-74)

135364318Employed

252642187Unemployed

35290504Long-term unemployed

312561920Student (economically active)

3328711948Retired

473712071Student (economically inactive)

14656841Looking after home/family

212583551Permanently sick or disabled

353141990Other inactive

Table 13 Employment Status (2001)

Source: Census 2001

Braintree District 2008

86,600All persons working age

45,600Males working age

40,900Females working age

Table 14 Working age population

Source: Nomis

Annual Monitoring Report 2009 |

18



GB
(%)

Eastern
(%)

Braintree
(%)

Braintree
(numbers)

All people

78.981.779.571,700Economically active

73.977.372.565,600In employment

64.466.660.654,400Employees

9.110.311.610,700Self employed

6.25.36.04,200Unemployed

Males

83.486.384.439,700Economically active

77.781.476.536,100In employment

64.566.561.028,400Employees

12.714.515.57,700Self employed

6.75.69.23,600Unemployed

Females

74.176.774.032,000Economically active

69.872.868.029,500In employment

64.266.860.126,000Employees

5.25.77.23,000Self employed

5.64.9--Unemployed

Table 15 Labour Supply (Apr 2008 - Mar 2009)

- Data unavailable, sample size too small for reliable estimate
Source: Nomis
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April 08-March 09

6.0Braintree

5.3Eastern

6.2GB

Table 16 All People Percentage Unemployment

Model based unemployed. The number and % of unemployed people aged 16 to 59/64 expressed
as a percentage of the economically active population aged 16 to 59/64.
Source: Nomis

Figure 3 Unemployment Trend

For a number of years the percentage unemployment rate in the District has been below that of the
East of England Region, and Great Britain as a whole.  However, during this monitoring period the
unemployment rate has overtaken the regional rate and is now on a par with the national
unemployment rate.  All other Essex authorities have also experienced increased unemployment.
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Figure 4 Unemployment Rate - Essex Authorities

Source: Nomis
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GB
(%)

Eastern
(%)

Braintree
(%)

Braintree
(numbers)

4.03.43.53,041All people

5.74.74.72,161Males

2.21.92.1880Females

Table 17 Job Seekers Allowance Claimants

Source: Nomis (March 2009)

The percentage of people claiming Job Seekers Allowance in the Braintree District was lower than
the regional and national average between 1999 and 2008.  Although the District rate remains below
the national rate, it is on a par with the regional rate in 2009.

Figure 5 Job Seekers Allowance Claimants

Source: Nomis

Annual Monitoring Report 2009 |

22



Qualifications and Earnings

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Qualifications (all people aged 16-74)

3428313799Persons with qualifications at degree level or
higher

2419726504No qualifications

Table 18 Qualifications (2001)

Source: Census 2001

GB
(%)

East
(%)

Braintree
(%)

Braintree
(numbers)

Qualifications (Jan 2008-Dec
2008)

29.026.122.920,000
Persons with qualifications at
degree level or higher

12.411.813.812,000No qualifications

Table 19 Qualifications (2008)

Numbers and % are for those of working age, % is a proportion of total working age population
Source: Nomis

Since 2001 the number of people in the District of working age with no qualifications has more than
halved and is now just above the East and Great Britain as a whole.

(Median earnings in pounds for employees living in the area.)

GB
(pounds)

Eastern
(pounds)

Braintree
(pounds)

Gross weekly pay

479.30498.70517.10Full-time workers

525.00550.00553.90Male full-time workers

412.70423.70445.60Female full-time workers

Table 20 Gross Weekly Pay
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Gross hourly pay

12.0112.4412.91Full-time workers

12.7213.2713.77Male full-time workers

10.9611.2611.99Female full-time workers

Table 21 Gross Hourly Pay

Source: Nomis

Average gross weekly pay for people residing in Braintree District stood at £517.10 in 2008.This
is £18.40 above that received by workers in the East of England and £37.80 above that seen in
Great Britain as a whole.

Average weekly male wages in Braintree District are £553.90.This is above the regional amount
of £550.00 and above the national value of £525.00.

Average female wages in the district are recorded as £445.60 per week. This is above both
regional and national values, standing at £423.70 and £412.70 respectively.

Between 2002 and 2008, the Braintree average weekly wage has been above that of the East
of England a total of 3 times across the 7 years covered, namely 2005 and 2007 - 2008. The
district weekly wage has been above that of Great Britain across the entire period of study.

The average weekly wage paid in the East of England has been above that found in Great Britain
across the study although the 2008 figures show the smallest disparity between the two averaged
weekly wages.

The average weekly wages across all hierarchies show an annual increase between 2002 and
2008. Within Braintree District, this increase has been from £403.20 in 2002 to £517.10 in 2008.
The district last witnessed a drop in average weekly wage between 2005 and 2006.
Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010
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Employment and Jobs

Percentages are based on all persons in employment

GB
(%)

Eastern
(%)

Braintree
(%)

Braintree
(numbers)

43.444.543.028,900Major group 1-3

15.716.920.013,4001 Managers and senior officials

13.013.110.16,8002 Professional occupations

14.514.312.98,7003 Associate professional & technical

22.322.522.515,100Major group 4-5

11.411.29.56,4004 Administrative & secretarial

10.811.313.08,7005 Skilled trades occupations

15.815.015.710,600Major group 6-7

8.28.08.15,4006 Personal service occupations

7.67.07.65,1007 Sales and customer service occs

18.518.018.812,600Major group 8-9

7.17.18.15,4008 Process plant & machine operatives

11.410.910.77,2009 Elementary occupations

Table 22 Standard Occupation Classification (Jan 2008 - Dec 2008)

Source:Nomis

The proportion of people working in each SOC group shows a great deal of similarity.

SOC Major Group 1 – 3 employs the highest proportion of workers at all three hierarchies with
SOC Major Group 6 – 7 employing the least.

Managers and senior officials is the SOC group which has the highest proportion of workers at
all three hierarchies. In Braintree this proportion is 20%, above that of both regionally (16.9%)
and nationally (15.7%).

The SOC group within Braintree which shows the most deviation from the regional and national
picture is that of ‘Administrative and Secretarial’. At 9.5%, the district has a lower proportion of
people occupied in this type of role than the region and nationally, who report 11.2% and 11.4%
respectively.
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Braintree District shows the biggest under representation in the proportion of people who are
considered to have skilled trade occupations. The proportion of 13% is below that of the East
of England (11.3%) and England (10.8%).
Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010
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‘Job density’ is the term given to represent the number of jobs available for a single person of working
age over a given area. For example, a job density of 1 would represent the fact that there is a single
job available for every person of working age.

GB
(density)

Eastern
(density)

Braintree
(density)

Braintree
(jobs)

0.830.810.7464,000Jobs Density

Table 23 Job Density (2007)

The density figures represent the ratio of total jobs to working-age population.
Total jobs includes employees, self-employed, government-supported trainees and HM Forces.

Source: Nomis

GB
(%)

Eastern
(%)

Braintree
(%)

Braintree
(employment

jobs)

---49,900Total employee jobs

69.068.369.334,600Full-time

31.031.730.715,300Part-time

Employee jobs by industry

10.610.713.96,900Manufacturing

4.95.58.44,200Construction

83.081.876.336,100Services

23.324.724.912,400Distribution, hotels & restaurants

5.96.15.22,600Transport & communications

21.620.717.38,600Finance, IT, other business activities

26.925.523.711,800Public admin, education & health

5.24.85.22,600Other service

8.27.67.23,600Tourism-related

Table 24 Employee Jobs (2007)

Tourism-related includes employees also counted as part of the Services Industry Class.
Employee jobs excludes self employed, government supported trainees and HM Forces.

Source: Nomis
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Between 2000 and 2007, job density in Braintree District increased from 0.65 to 0.74.This equals
the previous highest value recorded in 2002. In 2007, the East of England reported a value of
0.81 whilst Great Britain reported the highest job density at 0.83.

In comparison to 2006 figures, the job density in Braintree has increased from 0.69 to 0.74 in
2007 whilst decreasing in the East of England (0.84 to 0.81) and Great Britain (0.88 to 0.83).

The previous table has split employment into 4 main categories, namely ‘Manufacturing’,
‘Construction’, ‘Services’ and ‘Tourism-related’. Braintree District can be seen to have an above
average proportion of people employed in the ‘Manufacturing’ and ‘Construction’ sectors and a
lower proportion in ‘Services’.

The highest proportion of people at all hierarchies work in the Services industry. The proportion
is the lowest in Braintree at 76.3%, compared to 81.8% in the East of England and 83% in Great
Britain.

‘Construction’ is the service with the biggest relative overrepresentation from the regional and
national picture, standing at 8.4% (7.5% in 2006) in the district, 5.5% (11% in 2005) in the region
and 4.9% (10.9% in 2005) in Great Britain.

The biggest relative deficit can be seen within the ‘Finance, IT and other business services’
sub-group, with 17.3% (up from 15.7% in 2006) of Braintree District’s workforce being employed
in this sector, compared to 20.7% regionally and 21.6% nationally.

The general proportion of full-time to part time jobs, at approximately 2:1, is in line with regional
and national averages.

The district can be seen to be providing a range of employment opportunities, in line with Policy
E3 of the draft East of England Plan. Policy E5 of the same plan states the need to support the
growth of a variety of economic sectors.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010
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Travel to Work and Car Ownership

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wales
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Travel to work
(all people aged 16-74 in employment)

2118943715Travel to work by car

221257023Travel to work by public transport

Table 25 Travel to Work

Source: Census 2001

Figure 6 Distance Travelled to Work

Source: ONS, 2001

There is a significant outflow (43.1%) of Braintree District residents to work in other areas. The
greatest being to Chelmsford (10.2%) and Greater London (10.1%).The next most popular destinations
are the adjoining authorities of Uttlesford (5.0%) and Colchester (4.3%).

25.5% of the jobs in the District are taken up by people living outside of the District.The largest flows
of people travelling to the District for work come from the neighbouring districts of Colchester (6.7%),
Chelmsford (4.4%), Maldon (2.9%) and Babergh (2.1%).

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2007-2008/Census 2001
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Figure 7 Method of Travel to Work (Resident Population)

Source: ONS, 2001

42% of Braintree residents drive either a car or van to work, this is a higher proportion of private
vehicle use than both in the East of England at 39.1% and England, recorded at 34.68%.

Train use within the District  (5.68%) is higher than that seen regionally (4.02%) and nationally
(2.67%). The proportion travelling by bus at 1.61% is lower than seen regionally (2.65%) and
approximately three times smaller than the national proportion of 4.74%.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2007-2008/Census 2001
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Figure 8 Car Ownership

Source: ONS, 2001

Regional
Rank/48

Eng & Wal
Rank/376

Braintree
District

Transport (all households)

242589543Households without car/van

3830122680Households with 1 car or van

198122109Household with 2 or more cars/vans

Table 26 Household Transport

Source: Census, 2001

Ownership of a single car or van per household is the most common occurrence at the District,
Regional and National levels. This proportion is smaller in Braintree than either the East of England
or England at 41.74% of all households. The East of England recorded the highest proportion in this
field at 44.10%.

17.56% of Braintree District residents do not own a car or van. This is a smaller proportion than the
19.8% recorded in the East of England and 26.84% in England.  At 2.49%, Braintree District has a
higher proportion of households with 4 cars or more than both the East of England (1.93%) and
England (1.39%).

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2007-2008/Census 2001
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Socio-Cultural Issues

Crime Rates in Braintree District

81.2% of people surveyed said they felt fairly safe or very safe in their local area during the day.

Source: BDC Corporate Performance Plan 2008-2009. Figures for 2007-2008 (most recent currently
available) based on Best Value Performance Indicators

Crime Rates (Braintree District)

Rate per 1,000 households

5.03Domestic Burglaries

12.00Violent Crimes

0.31Robberies

6.6Vehicle Crimes

Table 27 Crime Rates

Source: BDC Corporate Performance Plan 2008-2009. Figures for 2007-2008 (most recent currently
available) based on Best Value Performance Indicators

England and Wales averageEssex average
Braintree District

average

Increase
from

2006/07 (%)
2007/08

Increase
from

2006/07
(%)

2007/08

Increase
from

2006/07
(%)

2007/08

N/a53,729,000N/a1,670,000N/a140,000Population

N/a22,310,000N/a696,000N/a57,000Households

-8944,642123,14501,484
Violence against the person offences
recorded

-752,683-61,146974Sexual offences recorded

-1683,660-141,310339Robbery offences recorded

-4280,69606,144-3268Burglary dwelling offences recorded

-12169,724-105,041-27203Theft of a motor vehicle offences recorded

-14428,980-2010,247-11634Theft from a vehicle offences recorded

-112,885,979-969,883-54,478
Recorded crime BCS comparator offences
recorded

Table 28 Notable Offences
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Braintree District has seen a percentage reduction in crime figures across a number of the
indicators listed with the exception of sexual offences and robbery offences, which have
experienced increases of 9% and 3% respectively. This is not representative of England as a
whole where all reported criminal activity has fallen from the previous year’s figures.

The percentage increase for the number of sexual offences in the district is of particular concern
as it is considerably higher than any other indicator’s percentage change both county and nation
wide.

Theft of a motor vehicle offences has decreased more from 2006-2007 to 2007-2008 than any
other indicator within Braintree District at -27%. This is a better performance than in Essex as
a whole and nationally, with reductions of 10% and 12% respectively.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010 (Home Office 2009)

Deprivation

The Index of Multiple Deprivation 2007 combines a number of indicators, chosen to cover a range
of economic, social and housing issues, into a single deprivation score for each small area in England.
This allows each area to be ranked relative to one another according to their level of deprivation.
The Indices of Deprivation 2007 have been produced at Lower Super Output Area (LSOA) level, of
which there are 32,482 in the country. LSOAs have between 1000 and 3000 people living in them
with an average population of 1500 people.  In most cases these are smaller than wards, thus allowing
the identification of small pockets of deprivation.

There are also six district summary scores for each Local Authority district (there are 354 districts in
England). A relative ranking of areas, according to their level of deprivation is then provided. There
are also supplementary Indices measuring income deprivation amongst children and older people:
the Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI) and the Income Deprivation Affecting Older
People Index (IDAOPI).

Together these various Indices make up the Indices of Deprivation 2007.

The Indices are used widely to analyse patterns of deprivation, identify areas that would benefit from
special initiatives or programmes and as a tool to determine eligibility for specific funding streams.
However, it is important to note that not all deprived people live in deprived areas and conversely,
not everyone living in a deprived area is deprived.

At district level average deprivation is low, however, there are certain pockets of greater deprivation
with some LSOAs around Braintree, Witham and Halstead towns falling into the 10% most deprived
in particular reference to education skills and training; and barriers to housing and services are a
problem in many of the rural areas of the District.
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Rank of
Extent

ExtentRank of
Average

Rank

Average
Rank

Rank of
Average

Score

Average
Score

LA NameLA Code

2650.0123211974.84239*13.61Braintree22UC

Rank of Employment
Scale

Employment

Scale

Rank of
Income
Scale

Income
Scale

Rank of
Local

Concentration

Local

Concentration

1795470.2515614,75325222580.12

Table 29 Deprivation

* 1 was the most deprived area and 354 the least deprived, out of 354 local authorities in England.

Local Concentration - shows the severity of multiple deprivation in each authority, measuring 'hot-spots'
of deprivation.

Extent - the proportion of a district's population that lives in the most deprived Super Output Areas
in England.

Average Scores and Average Ranks - two ways of depicting the average level of deprivation across
the entire district.

Income Scale and Employment Scale - the number of people experiencing income and employment
deprivation retrospectively.

Extract from the English Indices of Deprivation 2007, based on 2005 data.
Source: Communites and Local Government, ONS 2008

Open Spaces & Sports Provision

69% of residents satisfied with parks and open spaces.

Source: BDC Corporate Performance Plan 2008-2009. Figures for 2006-2007 based on Best
Value Performance Indicators

The public perception of the changing state of parks and open spaces has been largely positive
with 85.62% of Braintree residents feeling that the availability of this facility has either got better
or stayed the same over the last 3 years.

This placed them 8th in Essex and in the 3rd Quartile nationally.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-20010/Sport England Active People Survey
2009
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73.6% of male Braintree residents were satisfied or very satisfied with sports provision in their
local area. This is above the Essex average of 68.2% and an increase of 2.6% from previous
figures (October 2005-2006). In contrast, 64.8% of females were satisfied or very satisfied with
sports provision in their local area, a decrease of 6.4% from previous figures and below the
county average of 68.9%.

16 – 34 year olds within the district are less satisfied than those aged 35 – 54 and both these
demographics less satisfied than those aged 55+. Figures for all ages within the district are lower
than the Essex county average.

Those with a limiting disability in the district have become less satisfied with sports provision in
their local area over the period 2005-2006 to 2007-2008, falling from 67.9% to 57.5%. This was
above the Essex average of 66.1% in 2005-2006, but fell below the Essex average of 66.0% in
2007-2008.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-20010/Sport England Active People Survey
2009
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House Prices,Tenure, and Household Types

2008200720062005200420032002

224,196222,930205,484196,557190,854174,486150,891Braintree

236,656238,311224,038212,094202,812184,960159,327Essex

225,967227,766212,186200,501190,218172,257149,299
East of
England

220,310222,619206,715192,247181,330159,357141,108England

Table 30 Mean Dwelling Prices Based on Land Registry Data (£)

In 2008 Braintree District had a comparatively lower mean dwelling price of £224,196 to the
county and regional values of £236,656 and £225,967 respectively but greater than the national
average of £220,310. Since 2002 the mean dwelling prices in Braintree District have been mainly
above that of national values and below those for Essex.

During the period of 2002 to 2007 there was an overall annual increase in mean dwelling prices
for all geographical areas, however beyond 2007 only Braintree District maintained an increase.

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010/CLG 2009

England
and Wales

East of
England

BraintreeDwelling Type

£342,488£339,319£355,687Detached Dwellings

£196,702£211,788£206,731Semi-detached Dwellings

£176,286£181,953£175,041Terraced Dwellings

£199,878£152,655£128,619Flat Dwellings

£220,310£225,967£224,196All Dwellings

Table 31 Mean Dwelling Prices by Dwelling Type (Jan 08 - Dec 08)

Prices recorded at time of change of ownership

Source: ONS, Neighbourhood Statistics
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Figure 9 Household Tenure 2001

Source: Census, 2001

(The Council dwelling stock was transferred to Greenfields Community Housing in November 2007.)

ProportionTotal Number of DwellingsTenure

83.3%50,769Owner occupied/private rented

0.1%57Local Authority

16.6%10,100Registered Social Landlord

0%25Other Public Sector

100%60,951Total

Table 32 Tenure Apr 08

Source: ONS, Neighbourhood Statistics
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Figure 10 Household Type

Source: ONS, 2001
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Cultural Heritage

Within the Braintree District there are:

9 Registered Parks & Gardens
36 Registered Village Greens
40 Scheduled Monuments
39 Conservation Areas
3190 Listed Buildings

Conservation Areas

There are 39 Conservation Areas within the Braintree District. The areas in Halstead and Earls Colne
were extended in 2007, and Witham (Town Centre) area was extended in 2008.  Appraisals were
undertaken for Bulmer, Cressing and Finchingfield Conservation Areas in 2008/9, and the boundaries
of these were amended in 2009.

The Witham Area Partnership Scheme

A Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan was produced for the Witham Conservation
Area and funding has been secured towards grants for improvements, this is being administered
through the Witham Area Partnership Scheme (APS).

The Witham APS is a 5 year English Heritage based grant scheme for the preservation and
enhancement of the conservation area based around Newland Street. The objective is to put into
sound repair the structure and exterior of those buildings that make a positive contribution to the
conservation area. Works may include the reinstatement of lost features including traditional windows,
doors and shopfronts.

The scheme started in April 2008 and will finish March 2013. The first 3 years of the scheme are
the grant ‘offer’ period. The remaining 2 years are for completion of projects.

Funding and administration:

English Heritage: £150,000
Essex County Council: £75,000
Braintree District Council: £45,000
Witham Town Council: £30,000
Total: £300,000

£270,000 is available as grants towards repairs/improvements of buildings and £30,000 towards
administration costs.

Which buildings are eligible?

Traditional buildings in Newland Street including some properties in Bridge Street and Guithavon
Street.
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What works are eligible?

1. Structural repairs and the repair of the external part of the building, e.g., brick walls, re-pointing,
plaster repair, windows, doors, boundary walls/railings, roofs, dormers, chimney stacks and rainwater
goods and associated decoration.  Repainting alone is not eligible.

2. Reinstatement of traditional architectural details (e.g., shopfronts, sash windows, and railings).

What level of grant is available?

Grants may be considered at up to 75% of eligible costs.  All grants are discretionary and subject to
the availability of finance and the approval of the project officer and the APS partnership.

StatusGrant (£)Cost (£)WorksProject

Completed.3,7505,220Front door, railings and
windows

6 Newland Street

Part completed.1,0471,396Window repair, replace cast
iron downpipe.

9 Bridge Street

Works to be
undertaken November
2009

18,75025,000New shopfront and general
improvements to the street
frontages.

40 Newland
St(formerly Lisa
Marie)

Works to commence
shortly.

28,01837,357General repairs and
improvements to street
frontages.

88 Newland
Street(Holts
Butchers)

Works underway.65,46287,282General repairs and
improvements to front and
rear elevations.

2-6 Guithaven St

Works to be
undertaken in two
phases.  Phase 1
pre-Christmas 2009,
phase 2 Spring 2010.

£90,618£120,825General repairs and
improvements to front, rear
and side elevations.

23-25 Bridge Street

(listed Gd II*)

207,645277,080Total:

Table 33 Witham APS Projects (at 26/10/09)

All prices include VAT

Remainder grant available for building restoration works:  £62,355 (£270 - £207,645)
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Listed Buildings

Listed buildings of special architectural or historic interest contribute to the character of the district
and are protected under the Listed Buildings and Conservations Areas Act (1990).They are structures
that are of national or architectural importance and therefore not limited to older buildings.  Nearly a
quarter (22.28%) of the Listed Buildings in Essex are located in Braintree District. The distribution
of listed buildings within the district is fairly widely spread. Clusters of listed buildings can be found
in the historic settlements such as Coggeshall and linear patterns are identifiable along historic
transport routes.

Total NumberType of Listed Building

66Grade I

181Grade II*

2,939Grade II

0Grade A (Church)

4Grade B (Church)

3190Total

Table 34 Listed Buildings Composition for Braintree District

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010

The Historic Buildings at Risk Register contains details of buildings known to be ‘at risk’ through
neglect and decay, or vulnerable of becoming so. The objective of the register is to outline the state
of repair of these buildings with the intention of instigating action towards securing their long term
conservation. The number of Listed Buildings at risk in the District fluctuates year by year: -

No. of Listed Buildings at RiskYear

272004

322005

312006

272007

232008

Table 35 Listed Buildings at Risk

Source: ECC SEA Baseline Information Profile 2009-2010/Essex County Council, Historic Buildings
at Risk Register
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Transport and Spatial Connectivity

Major Road Proposals

A120:
The Highways Agency scheme for improvements to the A120 (Braintree to Marks Tey) has been
removed from the East of England region's programme.  In line with their advice DfT have instructed
the Highways Agency not to proceed any further with the development of this scheme.

A12:
A £6.8m scheme to improve safety and tackle congestion on the A12 between Hatfield Peverel
(Junction 20b) and the Witham South Junction (Junction 21) began on 3 November and should be
complete in March 2010. The work will provide an additional lane southbound between the two
junctions, which will assist drivers joining and leaving the A12 at these junctions.  In addition the
existing carriageway will be resurfaced, additional street lighting and road signs will be installed and
maintenance work to Woodend Bridge will also be carried out. There will also be on-slip improvements
to the Hatfield Peverel northbound on-slip.

Source: Highways Agency

Congestion

Heavy traffic volumes cause congestion during peak hours at several of Braintree’s key junctions,
such as the A120 Galleys Corner and Marks Farm roundabouts.

For 2008/9 Essex County Council introduced a Congestion Busting Pledge, a one year programme
to tackle 12 congestion hotspots around the county. Planned schemes for 2008/9 included reducing
queues at the A131/A1017 Foley Corner junction, by making the signals more reactive to traffic flows.
Works are now almost complete at all 12 sites.

Source: Essex County Council website/Review of 2008 Pledges

Safer Roads

The number of people killed or injured on roads in Braintree District continued to fall in 2008; to 66,
from 98 in 2007, and 106 in 2006.  At 47.24 Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) per 100,000 population,
Braintree District has the 7th highest KSI rate in the County and a rate below the Essex average of
51.87 per 100,000 population.

Accidents involving motorbikes were responsible for the highest proportion of KSIs within Braintree,
with 19 KSIs recorded.

Between 1994 and 2008, the number of reported child KSIs has reduced from 19 to 2 in Braintree
District.

Current performance represents the biggest single year decrease and satisfies the 2008 interim
target of 90.  Current performance also satisfies the Department for Transport target of a 40% reduction
of the 1994 -1998 KSI casualties by 2010, and a 50% reduction in child casualties by the same year.
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Source: ECC SEA/SA Baseline Assessment 2007-2008

Passenger Transport

Braintree Bus Park:
Improvements to Braintree Bus Park were carried out by Essex County Council in October 2008.
Works included the provision of a dedicated entrance for buses, new shelters, and telematic signs.

The introduction of concessionary travel, for all people over 60 and for people with disabilities led to
a dramatic increase in the number of journeys made by bus; a 10% growth in bus patronage from
2006/7 to 2007/8 to 43.3 million passenger journeys in Essex.  From 1st April 2008, a new 'Free in
England Travel Concession' scheme started. In the Braintree District the passes are valid from 9
a.m. to midnight weekdays, and all day at weekends and bank holidays.

Passenger Transport alternatives will be encouraged by the increase in choice offered to the rural
areas of North Essex. The Gainsborough Line (Bures to Sudbury) will continue to be promoted
through the community rail partnership.

Braintree District Council will continue to lobby for a passing loop at Cressing, to facilitate more
frequent services on the Braintree Branch Line.

Cycling

New cycleway routes were provided by the District Council during the monitoring period as follows:

Constance Close to Blue Mills Hill, Phase 1 of Blackwater Rail Trail improvements, Witham
Portersfield to Maylon Close (across playing field) Phase 1 Gypsy Corner scheme, Braintree
Cypress Road to Cut Throat Lane, Witham

Accessibility

To improve accessibility within Braintree, a new pedestrian and cycle bridge is planned across the
Braintree Branch railway line at Freeport Station. A Public Exhibition was held during November and
December 2009.  A planning application for the bridge is due to be submitted in Spring 2010 and
construction of the bridge is due to commence in Autumn 2010 with completion in Spring 2011.

There are also plans for a footbridge to link Witham Station to the Easton Road car park, to improve
pedestrian accessibility to the station.  Preliminary design is ongoing, no planning application is
required.
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Local Development Scheme Implementation
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2 Local Development Scheme Implementation

Progress

The adopted Local Plan is the ‘Braintree District Local Plan Review’, which was adopted in July 2005
and covers the period up to 2011.

This will be replaced by Local Development Documents, when they are adopted. The Local
Development Scheme sets out the documents to be prepared and the timetable for their preparation.

The Local Development Scheme was published in September 2005 and a First Review of the LDS
was approved in April 2007. A further draft has recently been prepared for approval by Go-East; the
proposed timetable set out in the following pages is therefore a draft timetable.

Statement of Community Involvement

The Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) was adopted on 13th July 2006. The SCI sets out
our proposals for involving local people and organisations in the planning system. The Town and
Country Planning (Local Development) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2008 came into force
on 27th June 2008. These regulations changed the process for preparing Development Plan
Documents (DPDs) and the requirements for consultation. The Statement of Community
Involvement Supplement was approved by the Local Development Framework Panel of 2nd
September 2009. The supplement explains how the Council intends to engage the community and
stakeholders in the preparation of its Development Plan Documents under the revised Regulations
and reviews each stage of the DPD process.

Core Strategy

The Council published a Core Strategy Issues and Options Document for consultation in April 2007.
The results of the Issues and Options Consultation informed the preparation of ‘One District-One
Vision Draft Strategy for People and Places in the Braintree District to 2025’. This combined the
Sustainable Community Strategy and Core Strategy draft documents. Public participation on this
joint strategy (the "People and Places Consultation" ) took place from 31st October 2008 to 19th
December 2008.

(The Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) approved and published the Sustainable Community Strategy
element of the draft document in June 2009; the draft Core Planning Policies and draft Growth
Locations are subject to a separate approval process.)

The results of the "People and Places Consultation" were reported to the Local Development
Framework (LDF) Panel during Spring and Summer 2009, at which time amendments to the draft
strategy were also approved by the Panel.  Consultation on the draft Submission Strategy is currently
anticipated March - May 2010, subject to approval of the draft Submission Strategy by the LDF Panel
and the Council in February 2010.
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Evidence Base

A number of studies are being prepared to inform the Local Development Framework, as set out
below. Full versions of the completed documents are available on the Planning Policy pages of the
Council's website at:
www.braintree.gov.uk/Braintree/planning/Planning+Policy/LDFEvidenceBase.htm

Document DateDocument

October 2005Mid Essex Economic Futures

2006The North Essex Authorities Retail Study (Stages 1 & 2)

February 2006Essex-Wide Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment

September 2006
Braintree, Brentwood, Chelmsford, Maldon and Uttlesford Landscape
Character Assessment

October 2006Braintree District Futures 2025

July 2007Review of Essex Gypsy and Traveller pitch requirement figures (draft report)

October 2007Mid Essex Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Main Report)

October 2007Urban Capacity Study

November 2007Employment Land Review

2008Rural Services Survey

February 2008Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA)

July 2008Highways and Transportation Study

July 2008
Mid Essex Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Appendix A Braintree
Supplementary Report)

September 2008Braintree Green Spaces Strategy

November 2008Settlement Fringe Landscape Capacity Analysis

November 2008Water Cycle and Supply Study

April 2009Braintree Town Centre Preliminary Development Analysis Report

April 2009SHMA Update

November 2009Essex Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment

Table 36 Completed Evidence Base Documents

Outstanding Documents:

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) (anticipated January 2010);
Habitats Regulation Assessment (anticipated January 2010)
Highways and Transportation Study update (anticipated January 2010)
Retail Study update (anticipated February 2010)

| Annual Monitoring Report 2009

47

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/Braintree/planning/Planning+Policy/LDFEvidenceBase.htm


Equalities Impact Assessment (anticipated February 2010)
Schedule of Infrastructure Requirements (anticipated February 2010)
Housing Viability Assessment, approved by LDF Panel in November 2009 apart from one section
to be approved January 2010
Revised Local Development Scheme (LDS) (anticipated January 2010)
SEA/SA of draft Submission Core Strategy (anticipated March 2010)

Supplementary Planning Documents

Document DateDocument

April 2006Affordable Housing

June 2007
The Council however, did not adopt Sections 5.8
(Accommodating the Car), Section 6.2 (Spatial

The Urban Plan Supplement

Criteria) and Sections 7.0-7.3 (Applying the
guidance: Development Scenarios)

September 2009External Artificial Lighting

November 2009Open Space

Table 37 Adopted Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs)

The Local Development Scheme First Review (April 2007) included changes to the preparation of
the Supplementary Planning Documents as follows:

SPD on Locally Listed Buildings deleted
New SPD on Sustainable Construction

The Council has subsequently decided not to produce an SPD on Sustainable Construction: It was
considered that the Council's Sustainable Design and Construction Guidance and Checklist and the
adopted Urban Place Supplement provide sufficient guidance for developers, and the checklist
provides sufficient information to enable assessment of submitted proposals.

Sustainability Appraisal/Strategic Environmental Assessment

Each Development Plan Document is subject to a sustainability appraisal and strategic environmental
assessment. The SEA/SA documents for the Local Development Framework are being undertaken
by Essex County Council on behalf of the District Council.

The SEA/SA for the Issues and Options Report was published in April 2007. The SEA/SA for the
Draft Core Strategy has been used to inform decisions on amendments to the Draft Core Strategy
following the public consultation on these proposals.  A further SEA/SA is being prepared for the
Submission Core Strategy document.
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Following advice sought from Natural England, the Council commissioned a Habitats Regulation
Assessment, in order to comply with the European Habitats Directive. Although there are no designated
European Sites within the District, the significant effects that proposed development could have in
sensitive coastal locations beyond the District, must be assessed.

Local Plan Review Policies

Government Regulations, relating to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, dealing with
the transition from Local Plans to Local Development Frameworks, state that Local Plan policies are
only automatically ‘saved’, that is, in force, for three years after the date of adoption of the plan. This
three year period ended on 24 July 2008.

The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government has decided that the majority of the
Braintree District Local Plan Review policies can be ‘saved’ and should continue to apply after 24
July 2008, with the exception of the following eleven policies, which expired on that date.

RLP23 Provision for Gypsies and Travelling Showpersons
RLP43 Atlas Works Site, Earls Colne
RLP57 Freeport Special Policy Area
RLP66 Flood Risk in Developed and Urban Areas
RLP67 Flood Risk in Undeveloped Areas
RLP68 Functional Floodplains
RLP130 Indoor Sport and Leisure Site, Braintree Retail Park
RLP131 Swimming Pool, Millennium Way, Braintree
RLP132 Community Swimming Pool, Ramsey School, Halstead
RLP156 Community Uses Site, Colchester Road, Halstead
RLP165 Monitoring

All of the other Local Plan Review policies are ‘saved’ and will continue to remain in force until they
are replaced by approved policies in the Core Strategy and Development Control Documents, which
will replace the Local Plan Review in due course.

Amendments to Appendices:

The parking standards at Appendix 3 of the Local Plan Review have been superseded by revised
Parking Standards that were adopted by the Council in November 2009. These can be viewed on
the Council’s website via:

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/Braintree/planning/Planning+Policy/BraintreeDistrictLocalPlanReviewAdopted25thJuly2005.htm

County Wildlife Sites (Appendix 6 of the Local Plan Review) are now called Local Wildlife Sites
(LoWS); the reviewed list can be viewed on the Council’s website via:

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/Braintree/environment/landscape+services/Local+Wildlife+Sites.htm
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Detailed Timetable for Each Local Development Document

(Please note that the early parts of the Core Strategy consultation were carried out under the 2004
Regulations.)

Core Strategy DPD

Sets out the spatial vision, spatial objectives
and strategy for the development of the

Role and Content

District and framework for development
control.

Timetable and Milestones

April - May 2007Issues and Options Consultation including early
stakeholder engagement (Reg 25)

June 2007 - August 2008Consideration of Representations, gathering of
further evidence and amendment of document

September 2008Member Approval of Consultation Document

October - December 2008Public Participation (Reg 26)

January 2009 - January 2010Consideration of Representations and
amendment of document

February 2010Member Approval of Consultation Document

March - May 2010Pre Submission Consultation (Reg 27)

June 2010Member Consideration of Representations to Pre
Submission Consultation Document

July 2010Submission to Secretary of State

September 2010Pre Hearing Meeting

November 2010Hearing (Reg 34)

April 2011Receipt of Inspector's Report

June 2011Date of Adoption (Reg 36)
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