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Dear Sir

BRAINTREE DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN REVIEW

1. I was appointed by the First Secretary of State to hold a public inquiry into objections to a Review of the Braintree District Local Plan.  A pre-inquiry meeting was held on 28 January 2004 and the inquiry sat for 19.5 days between 27 April 2004 and 22 July 2004.  During the inquiry I spent 12.5 days visiting the sites that were the subject of objections.

2. A First Draft of the Plan Review was placed on deposit from 10 January 2002 to 21 February 2002.  A Revised Draft of the Plan Review was placed on deposit from 15 May 2003 to 26 June 2003 and Pre-Inquiry Changes to the Plan Review were placed on deposit on 20 November 2003 for a six week period.  The inquiry was advertised by way of public and newspaper notices and letters of notification were sent to objectors.  There were 1317 objections to the First Draft, 237 objections to the Revised Draft and 27 objections to the Pre-Inquiry changes.  218 objections were unconditionally withdrawn leaving 1363 objections to be considered at the Inquiry.

3. In my consideration of all objections, I have had regard to the submissions made by, and on behalf of, the objectors and the Council.  I have also had regard to the core documents (listed in an appendix to Part One of my report) and other material considerations, including current Planning Policy Guidance, Planning Policy Statements, Circulars and other Government advice, where appropriate.  I am also aware of representations in support of the Plan Review.

4. The ‘Plan’ referred to in my report is the Braintree District Local Plan Review as amended at Revised Deposit and Pre-Inquiry stages and by concessions and corrections made during the Inquiry.  My recommendations therefore do not include any changes already made to the Plan or those agreed by the Council during the Inquiry. 

5. The Review was initiated in response to the adoption of the Essex and Southend-on-Sea Replacement Structure Plan in April 2001 and to make adequate land use provision for Braintree District up to end of the Structure Plan period in 2011.  A main conclusion of my report is that the Council has made adequate provision to meet the housing, employment and retail needs of the District for the Plan period.  

6. Another main conclusion, particularly with regard to housing land, is that there is no justification for making provision for any period beyond 2011.  I have reached this conclusion principally because there is no strategic or regional guidance for the distribution of housing beyond 2011 and because the recently enacted Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 allows the Council to proceed towards the adoption of a Development Plan Document dealing with housing for the District. I consider that the Council should give serious consideration to the production of such a Development Plan Document once the regional situation is clarified.

7. The Council has sought to retain ‘green wedge’ policy and land designations in the Plan. There is no Structure Plan support for the retention of this part of the Plan and national guidance in PPS7 indicates that local landscape designations should only be maintained if other policies cannot provide the necessary protection.  I have concluded that other policies do provide the necessary protection and I recommend that the ‘green wedge’ part of the Plan should be deleted.

8. Other recommendations include the introduction of a degree of flexibility in affordable housing policy RLP 6, provision for the possibility of the residential conversion of a rural building in RLP 40, and amendments to RLP 101 so that it relates to listed buildings.  I have also made recommendations on various objection sites in Part Two of my report.    

9. I wish to express my thanks to the Programme Officer, Simon Osborn.  He carried out his duties with efficiency, speed and good-humour at all times.  My thanks also go to those who represented the Council and Objectors at the Inquiry.  They were unfailingly courteous and presented their evidence in a professional manner.  

10. A complete set of inquiry core documents is held at the Braintree District Council offices.  A copy of this letter has been sent for information to the Government Office for the East of England and to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

Yours sincerely
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John Braithwaite

Inspector 
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